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4 ACccoMPLISHMENT of the PRopHEcy, predictive of 
5 the Time of the FIRST couixd ahd CRUcIrIxIoN 
. of the MzssIAx. | 

A TO WHICH 1s ADDED, 


An Inveſtigation and Computation, of the exact Time of theit 

| FINAL RESTORATION. As alſo of that of the Deſtruction 
of the Dominion of AnTti-Curtsr, anne Eſtabliſhment 
of the n of CHRIST. 


BY | TOGETHER WITH 
= An 1 CHRONOLOGY of the Won ro, from the Creation to 
1 the preſent Year ; confirmed by Aſtronomical Obſervations and 
5 Arichmetical 9 — from the Time of the Exobvus. 
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IX an age like this, when the 

womb of futurity is fully preg- 
nant with great events. When in 
the mountain of the Lord's houſe, 
revolution ſucceeds revolution, fol- 
lowing each other like flaſhes of 
lightening gleaming on our eyes. 
And when, in ſhort, the times teem 
with ſigns and tokens; all indicating 
the near approach of that great day, 
whereof the Lord hath ſaid, this 
is the day whereof I have ſpoken” 
—We then cannot but think, we 
are fully authoriſed; to © blow the 
e trumpet in Zion and ſound an 
alarm in God's Holy Mountain,” 


A 2 This, 


1. 


This, it ſhould ſeem, we are more 
eſpecially warranted to do at this 
time; when not only religious re- 
volutions, but political ones alſo, 
cloſely follow as it were on the 
heels of each other; all evidently 
tending to promote the welfare and 
happineſs of mankind, on the broad 
baſis of civil and religious liberty. 
And when it is conſidered, that the 
firſt object of this Epiſtle, is, to 
anſwer a Challenge given to the 
whole Chriſtian-Church; and this 
on one of thoſe grand points, 
whereon hinged all the great Pre- 
dictions of all the ancient Prophets ; 
we then hope it will appear needleſs, 
to apologize to the world for this 
work. But yet it may perhaps be 
proper here to obſerve, that it was 
not my only motive in writing this 
Epiſtle, to remove the doubts of un- 

| believers 
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believers concerning the accompliſh- 
ment of this great Prophecy. No! 
I confeſs I had other objects in view. 
For although it is doubtleſs highly 
proper to hold in mind, the conſ:Fr- 
ation of that great and glorious event, 
when Chriſt vouchſafed to viſit us in 
great humility ; and thereby verified 
the words of the Holy Spirit by his 
ſervants the Prophets of old times; 
yet is it a duty ſtill more incumbent 
on us, to turn our attention towards 
thoſe great Predictions, that have for 
their object, the glory of Chriſt and 

the future felicity of mankind. 
After having therefore fully an- 
ſwered Mr, Levi's Challenge, by a 
true explanation and right applica- 
tion of the Prophecy in queſtion ; 1 
have then alſo endeavoured to point 
out, by a proper computation, the 
time when God's Holy Sanctuary is 
tO 


[vi 1 
to be cleanſed, and the Hoſt (eman- 
| cipa ad or) no longer trodden under 
foyt. After this I have gone one 
ſtep farther, by trying to inveſtigate 
the time appointed in the eternal 
decrees of the Almighty, for the de- 
ſruction of the dominion of Anti- 
Chriſt; through the total abolition, 
and utter extinction, of its two 
mighty ſupporters, Idolatry and In- 
fidelity, And in order to build the 
whole on a fit foundation, I have 
faithfully endeavoured to inveſtigate 
the true age of the world, according 
to the divine records, and the moſt 
faithful human hiſtories. Theſe are 
ſubjects, we truſt, deſerving of the 
conſideration of all wiſe and good 
men. And to ſuch as theſe, we hope 
this Epiſtle will be both acceptable 
and uſeful; and that among them it 
will tend to prepare the way of the 
Lord, 


[ vi 

Lord, at the great day of God Al- 
mighty: of which all the Prophets 
have ſpoken, ever ſince the world 
began, with holy joy and thankful 
hearts. That great day of the Lord, 
for the controverſy of Zion, when 
the ſun and the moon ſhall be dark- 
ened, and the ftars Thall withdraw 
their ſhining. When the mountain 
of the Lord's houfe ſhall be eſta- 
bliſhed on the top of the moun- 
tains, and ſhall be exalted above the 
Hills, and all nations ſhall flow unto 
it. That glorious day when the 
Lord will magnify himſelf, and 
ſanctify himſelf, and make himſelf 
known in the eyes of many nations. 
When all the ſervants of God, and 
all that fear him, both ſmall and 
oreat, ſhall praiſe his holy name. 
And when, in ſhort, © the kingdom 

and dominion, and the greatneſs 
« of 
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of the kingdom under the whole 
« heaven, ſhall be given unto the 


people of the Saints of the Moſt 


“High; whoſe kingdom is an ever- 
1 laſting kingdom; and all domi- 
«© mions, nations, people, and lan- 


6 « guages, ſhall ſerve and obey him. 


e His dominion is an everlaſting do- 


© minion which ſhall not paſs away, 


« and his kingdom that which ſhall 
not be deſtroyed. God bleſſed 
« for evermore. Amen.” 
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c Me know that the Son of God 1s come; and that when 
« the fullneſs of the time was come, God ſent forth his 
« Son, made of a woman, made under the law ; to redeem 
« THEM that were under the law, and that WE might 
« receive the adoption of ſons : Therefore, thus ſaith the 
« LoRD Gop, Now will I bring again the captivity of 
« Jacob, and have mercy upon the whole Houſe of Iſrael, 
« and will be jealous for my Holy Name; for the day of 
« vengeance is in mine heart, and the year of my redeemed 
« 75 come.” | 
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Mex, BRETHREN, Ax p FATHERS, 


HIS Epiſtle comes addreſſed to you, in 
conſequence of a literary Challenge 

from one of your nation, to every Diſciple of 
Chriſt. For Mr. David Levi, (the Author of 
Lingua Sacra) in his Letters to Dr. Prieſtly, 
after having in vain endeavoured to explain 
Daniel's famous Prophecy, of the ſeventy 
B weeks 
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weeks and the threeſcore and two weeks; 
then ſays, If you (Dr. Prieſtly) or any 
other Chriſtian, ſhould think proper to 
&« diſpute the ſenſe here given, I mean then 
« to take a review of all the explanations given 
« by the Chriftian Commentators, and I pledge 
& mylſclf to produce ſuch infurmountable ob- 
6 jections to their different ſyſtems, as will 
& clearly point out the fallacy of them, and 
« firmly fix the truth of mine.” 

Now every Chriſtian muſt certainly diſpute 
the ſenſe, or rather the explanation, there 
given of this wonderful Prophecy ; and 
therefore we cannot but accept his Chal- 
Jenge. Not but that we think Mr. Levi 
may produce ſome inſurmountable objec- 
„tions,“ to the different expoſitions of this 
great Prophecy by ſome of the Chriſtian 
Commentators ; but we hefitate not to affirm, 
that it is impoſſible for him to eſtabliſh the 
truth of his own explanation: and I cannot 
think that you ſeriouſly can adopt it ; ſeeing 
he ſays, This Prophecy hath not the leaft 
„ tendency, nor the moſt diſtant reference, to 
* that great event, the Coming of the Meſſiah.” 
An aflertion totally void of proof, and an opi- 
nion I believe never entertained or adoptcd, 


by 
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by any of your forefathers, before the birth of 
Chriſt ; as they certainly expected the Coming 
of the Meſſiah about the time of the Nativity 
of Jeſus. And what foundation had they for 
expecting it, ſo great as that of this prediction? 
Surely none; ſince it is here declared, as plain- 
ly as words can make it, that at the end of a 
certain period of time, which was to begin 
with the iſſuing forth of a commandment to 
reſtore and to build Jeruſalem, the power of 
the Lord's Anointed, or the Anointed Prince, 
(call him which you will) was to commence 
over death and hell. 
We hope therefore, that after having duly 
conſidered what we have here to ſay on 
this ſubject, you and Mr. Levi will then be 
convinced that he is certainly miſtaken in 
his preſent conceptions of the meaning of the 
whole of this ſurpriſing prediction; whereby 
ſurely there was meant and intended ſome- 
thing more than the removal of Daniel's 
doubts, concerning the redemption of Judah 
at the end of ſeventy years; and who at that 
time, probably, never had any ſuch con- 
ception in his mind, as to conclude that the 
captivity of Iſrael at that day, was to be 
prolonged on account of the ſins of your 
B 2 nation 
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nation committed before that period; much 
leſs of thoſe then not committed; for that 
would be to puniſh before the commiſſion of 
the crime. (Vide Mr. Levi's firſt Letter.) 
Theſe things being thus premiſed, permit me 
to aſſure you, that my great defire in the pub- 
lication of this Addreſs to you, 1s, to promote 
the honour and glory of the one great Je- 
hovah ; by endeavouring to open and enlighten 
your underſtandings, and diſpoſing your wills 
and affections, as well as thoſe of all the faith- 
ful, to a ſincere love of God and Man; and 
therefore you may be certain that in this work 
no uncharitable cenſures will be thrown on 
you, for the faults of your forefathers: For 
faith the Lord, Vengeance is mine, and I 
& will repay.” Neither will you find herein 
any attempts to miſlead, or to maintain any 
thing inconſiſtent with truth; or to ſupport a 
a favourite hypotheſis, contrary to facts and 
realities, to reaſon and revelation. And as 
Mr. Levi avows himſelf to be a fincere en- 
quirer after truth, in order to convince or be 
conwinced, with a view to his own eternal 
ſalvation and the future proſperity of his na- 
tion; he will not, it is to be hoped, con- 
ſtrue any thing amiſs, that may herein be ſaid 


of 
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of him; for I for my own part think our 
nation much obliged to him for his literary 
labours, and commend him for the firmneſs 
of his reſolution to attempt to clear his na- 
tion from (what he thinks an unjuſt) obloquy, 
and for endeavouring to promote the laudable 
purſuit of truth; but at the ſame time we 
hope the cloud of incredulity will be divinely 
illuminated, which at preſent hangs over and 
darkens his and your minds. 

And if any man or men of our nation, 
through a miſguided zeal already have, or 
| hereafter ſhall, caſt any perſonal illiberal re- 
flections, either on Mr. Levi or any other 
perſon of your nation, we hope you will im- 
pute it to the frailty of human nature, and 
not to the doctrines of our religion; which 
through the whole of it, as you mult confeſs, 
breathes and teaches humility, meekneſs, for- 
bearance and long ſuffering ; and, in ſhort, 
all the genuine effects of true and pure love. 
And its author never - bruiſed a reed, or 
quenched the ſmoaking flax, for he came 
not to condemn but to ſave the world ; and 
we do well when we follow his glorious ex- 
ample. It is a thing therefore much to be 
deſired, that in future neither Mr. Levi or 


any 
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any one elſe of your people, ofit of a miſ- 
guided zeal for the Law of Moſes, will 
ever ſpeak harſhly of our Lawgiver; who 
gave us a better and more perfect law than 
that of Moſes. And if Jeſus be the Son 
of God, (as doubtleſs he 1s) you muſt confeſs 
by ſo doing, you do very wrong; but if he 
were only a mere man, he ought to be eſteem- 
ed and loved by all men; becauſe from the 
time of his birth to that of his crucifixion, he 
never did any harm to any, but did a great 
deal of good to many men; to the truth of 


which, numbers of perſons of your nation 


have borne ample teſtimony : and if he were 
guilty (but which he never was) of any im- 
pious blaſphemies, he is anſwerable for them 
to God the Father. Theſe things you will do 
well to conſider, and I hope they will make 
a due impreſſion on your minds, and that 
you will hereafter act accordingly in your 
purſuits after truth; reſting aſſured, that 
then not only Mr. Levi, but individually 
and collectively, you may all in this country, 
be permitted unmoleſted “ to proceed: in the 

* enquiry.” 
And now having ſaid thus much by way 
of introduction, I ſhall endeavour to proceed 
on 


1 
on the ſubject matter of this Epiſtle; after 
firſt obſerving here, that the conſideration of 
it becomes the more neceſſary for me, becauſe 
thoſe gentlemen who have replied to Mr. 
Levi's objections, have not properly anſwered 
this Challenge. For one of them ſpeaking 
hereon, ſays, ** Theſe ſubjects are of a very 
« extenſive nature, and fall not properly 
« within the compaſs of my deſign ;” and 
then refers Mr. Levi to a liſt of authors, 
who have written on this Prophecy ; none 
of whom, I believe, will give him all the 
neceſſary and proper information on the 
ſubject. And another ſays, „His limits will 
not permit him to ſtay long on this article.” 
A third takes little or no notice hereof: and 
as for Dr. Prieſtly, he refers you to his own 
explanation: all which, it is highly probable, 
will give but little fatisfation to, much lets 
ſtrike conviction on, your minds. 

It remains therefore for us more minutely 
to diſcuſs this point; and becauſe it may be 
neceſſary, decifively to clear it of all doubts, 
that we in our arguments on this matter 
ſhould have recourſe to an accurate Chro— 
nology of the World; I have thought it proper 
to inſert ſuch an one here for our mutual 


benefit 
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benefit and advantage; drawn up from the 
ſacred records, and from the moſt faith- 
ful human hiſtorians of the moſt renown- 
ed nations, that bore ſway on the face of 
the whole earth; both at the time of rhe 
proſperity, and after the deſtruction, of your 
monarchy. And if herein there ſhould appear 
to be any errors (for Humanum ęſt errare) 
which either Mr. Levi or you can correct, 
from the ſacred hiſtory, or from any human 
hiſtories, I truſt you will do it with candour ; 
and therefore here inſert it for your conſider- 
ation, and for an occaſional reference, in our 
explanation of this and ſome other predictions 
relative to your nation. 


A BRIEF 


A 
BRIEF CHRONOLOGY 
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Firſt, According to the Divine Accounts, in the Sacred 
Records of the Jews; corrected, corroborated, and con- 
firmed by thoſe of the Chriſtians: 

AN D 


Secondly, According to the moſt authentic Human Ac- 
counts, in the Annals of the moſt renowned Nations, 


ſubſequent to the Deſtruction of the Jewiſh Mo- 
narchy. 


Z . ——— h 


PART THE FIRST, 


From the Creation of Adam, to the entire Deſtrufion of” 
Feruſalem and the Fewiſh Monarchy, by the Baby- 


lonians. 


| Years, 
5 ROM the creation of Adam to 
the birth of Seth, vide Gen. ch. v. 
was — - 4-0: 
2. From the birth of Seth to that of Enos, 
ibid. was - „ = 105 
3- From the birth of Enos to that of Cai- 
nan, ibid. was 1 2 9 
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Years, 


4. From the birth of Cainan to that of 
Mahalaleel, ibid. was = 70 
5. From the birth of Mahalaleel to due 
of Jared, ibid. was = -: 3 
6. From the birth of Jared to that of 


Enoch, ibid. was — 162 


7. From the birth of Enoch to that of 


Methuſelah, ibid. was * 


8. From the birth of Methuſelah to that 
of Lamech, ibid. was - - 187 

9. From the birth of Lamech to that of 
Noah, ibid. was - — 182 

10. From the birth of Noah to that of 
Shem, ibid. was - = Foo 

11. From the birth of Shem to that of 

Arphaxad, #wo years after the 
Flood *, vide Gen. ch. xi. was 100 

12. From the birth of Arphaxad to that 


of Salah, ibid. was - — 35 
13. From the birth of Salah to that of 


Eber, ibid. was - 5 
14. From the birth of Eber to that of 
Peleg, ibid. was 8 


* Hence it appears that Noah's Flood was Anno Mundi 
1654; for, from the ereation of Adam to the birth of Arphaxad, 
was 1656 years; and ſince Arphaxad was born two years after 
the Flood, if we deduct zxvo years from 1656, it gives us 1654 
for the year of the Flood, 


15. From 
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Years. 
5. From the birth of Peleg to that of 
Reu, ibid. was — - — 
16. From the birth of Reu to that f 
Serug, ibid. was - — 32 
17. From the birth of Serug to that of 
Nahor, ibid. was - --:: 
18. From the birth of Nahor to that of 
| Terah, ibid. was — 3 29 
19. From the birth of Terah to that of 
Abram, ibid. was — I, 
20, From the birth of Abram to that of 
Iſaac *, vide Gen. ch. xxi, was 100 


21. From the birth of Iſaac to that of 
Jacob, vide Gen. ch. xxv. ver. 26, 

Was - WS 
22, From the birth of Jacob to that of 
Joſeph, vide Gen. ch. xl. ver. 46 +, 

com- 


Hence we find it was 2046 years from the creation of 
Adam to the birth of Iſaac; and becauſe Abram was 100 years 
of age when Iſaac was born, and 75 when he came out of Haran, 
or Charan, (vide Gen. ch. xii. ver. 4 to 7.) if we deduct the 
75 from 100 it gives 25 years for the time which had elapſed 
from Abram's going out of Haran into the Land of Canaan to 
the birth of Iſaac ; and if we take theſe'25 years out of the 
2046, it gives 2021 for the year of the world when Abram 
firſt entered into Canaan, the promiſed land. 

+ The truth of this article appears from hence, — Firſt, we 
find from Gen. ch. xli, ver. 46, that Joſeph was zo years of 
age when he ſtood before Pharaoh King of Egypt to interpre 

C 2 | his 
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compared with Gen. ch. xlv. ver. 

11, and ch, xlvii. ver, 9, was 91 
23. From the birth of Joſeph to his death, 

vide Gen, ch. I. ver. 26, was 110 
24. From the death of Joſeph to the birth 

of Moſes®, was — - 59 
25, From the birth of Moſes to the Ex- 

odus, or the time of his bringing 


the Children of Iſrael (under God) 


Years. 


his dreams, at the beginning of the 7 years of plenty. And 
Secondly, from Gen. ch. xlv. ver. 9 to 12, that when Joſeph 
ſent for his father Jacob, 9 years had clapſed ſince he had 
ſtood before Pharaoh to interpret his dream ; that 1s to ſay, 
the 7 years of plenty and 2 years of famine ; for he there ſays 
to his brethren, * Haſte ye and go up to my father, for yet 
there are five years of famine.” — And, from ch. xIvn, ver. , 
we find, that when Jacob came down into Egypt and ſtood 
before Pharaoh he was one hundred and thirty years old; for 
we are there told by Moſes that Jacob ſaid unto Pharaoh, 
„The days of the years of my pilgrimage are an hundred and 
thirty years: few and evil have the days of the years of my 
life been, and have not attained unto the days of the years 
of the life of my fathers in the days of their pilgrimage.” 
If, therefore, we deduct ꝙ years from the 130, there remains 
121 for the age of Jacob when Joſeph was thirty; and if we 
take 30 from 121, there remains 91 for the age of Jacob at 
the birth of Joſeph. 

This appears to be an interregnum in which we have no 
account of particulars, and therefore this article is deduced 


from the general account, as will appear from the next 
note. 


out 
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„ Nen. 

out of Egypt *, vide Exod. ch. xu. 
Was 130 99 — — 80 
26. From 


* In the 5th verſe of the 34th chapter of the book of Deu- 
teronomy, it is ſaid that Moſes was 120 ycars old when he 
died; and in the 6th verſe of the 5th chapter of the book 
of Joſhua, that the Children of Iſracl walked forty years in 
the Wilderneſs; and in the 19th verſe of the 4th chapter, 
« that the people came out of Jordan on the 1oth day of the 
* firſt month, and encamped in Gilgal, in the eaſt border of 
&« Jericho;” and in the 1oth verſe of the 5th chapter, that 
the Children of Iſrael encamped in Gilga:, and kept the 
* paſſover on the 14th day of the month at even, in the Plains 
of Jericho.“ 

From the time, therefore, that the paſſover was firſt inſtituted 
in Egypt, to the time when it was kept by the Children of Iſrael 
in the Plains of Jericho, being forty years, if we deduct theſe 40 
from 120, (the age of Moſes when he dicd) there remains 80 
for the age of Moſes at the Exodus. 

Again, in the 15th chapter of the book of Geneſis we are 
told, that the word of the Lord came unto Abram in a viſion, 
and promiſed him an heir that ſhould come forth out of his own 
bowels, and that he believed in the Lord, and it was counted 
to him for righteouſneſs: and that then the Lord declared, 
his ſced ſhould be a ſtranger in a land that was not theirs, 
and ſhould ſerve them and be afflicted by them 400 years; 
but that in the fourth generation they ſhould come again into 
the Land of Canaan. And in this chapter it is ſaid, „ that the 
Lord in that fame day made a covenant with Abram, by ſay- 
ing to him, unto thy ſeed have I given this land, from the 
river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates.” 
But we are not here informed of the time when the word of the 

Lord thus came unto Abram, only that it was after the flaugh- 
ter of the four kings, when Melchizideck, King of Salem, the 
Prieſt of the Moſt High God, bleſſed him. But it ſhould ſeem 


that 
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26. From the Exodus to the death of 
Moſes, vide Deut. chap. xxxiv. 
ver. 


that it was when Abram was 99 years of age; becauſe in 
the 17th chapter we are told that the Lord appeared to Abram 
and changed his name to Abraham, and covenanted with the 
Patriarch to be a God to him and to his ſeed after him, 
and to give unto him and to his ſeed after him all the Land 
of Canaan, for an everlaſting poſſeſſion ; and then inſtituted 
circumciſion as a token of the covenant betwixt God and him, 
And in the ſelf ſame day Abraham was circumciſed, and his 
ſon Iſhmael, and every male among the men of Abraham's 
houſe. And in the next year after this, Iſaac was born, (vide 
Gen. ch. xxi. ver. 2 to 6) ; hence we conclude, theſe 400 
years were to commence when Abram was 99 years of age, 
when God inſtituted the rite of circumciſion as a token of the 
covenant betwixt God and him; or elſe when Iſaac was born: 
and that they were to terminate with the Exodus, or going out 
of Egypt. If, therefore, the former of theſe poſitions be 
admitted, then there could only be 58 years from the death 
of Joſeph to the birth of Moſes ; and, if the latter, then 59 
25 above. 

Now in the 12th chapter of Exodus, at verſes 40 and 41, 
it is written,“ The ſojourning of the Children of Iſrael, who 
&« dwelt in Egypt, was four hundred and thirty years, And it 
* came to pals, at the end of the four hundred and thirty years, 
even the ſelf ſame day it came to paſs that all the hoſts of 
the Lord went out from the land of Egypt.“ From theſe 
words we learn that the Children of Iſrael did not dwell 430 
years in Egypt, but that the whole time of their ſojourning 
was 430 years. And from the 5th verſe of the 15th chapter 
of Geneſis, it ſhould ſeem that God firſt called upon Abram 
when he dwelt in Ur of the Chaldees; for the Lord there ſays, 
„LI am the Lord that brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, 
* to give thee this land (Canaan) to inherit it.“ | 


And 


4 


1 
Years. 


ver. 7, and note to the laſt ar- 
ticle, was * - - 40 
27. From the death of Moſes, and the 
entrance of the Children of Iſrael 
into the Land of Canaan, to the 
diviſion of the land, vide book of 
Joſhua, ch. xiv. ver. 10, was = 5 
28. From the diviſion of the land to Jo- 
ſhua's death, vide Joſephus' Antiq. 
book V. ch. 1. was — — 20 


And ſince it appears from the 12th chapter of Geneſis that 


Abram departed out of Haran 25 years before Iſaac was born, 


to go into the land of Canaan, and had then dwelled ſome 
time in Haran; it is not improbable that it was 5 years before 
Abram left Haran that he and his father came from Ur; and 
if fo, then it was juſt 430 years from the beginning of Abram's 
ſojournings to the time of the Exodus, reckoning 400 years 
from the birth of Iſaac to the Exodus. 

This is confirmed by St. Stephen, in his ſpeech before 
the High Prieſt at the time of his death, as recorded in the 
7th chapter of the Acts of the Apoſtles ; for he there ſays, 
„ Men, Brethren, and Fathers, hearken ; The God of 
« Glory appeared unto our Father Abraham, when he was in 
„ Meſopotamia, before he dwelt in Charan, and faid unto him, 
get thee out of thy country, and from thy Kindred, and 
come into the land which I ſhall ſhew thee.” We there- 
fore conclude that the time of the Exodus was Anno Mundi 
2440. 

* The entrance of the hoſt into the promiſed land, was 
therefore Apno Mundi 2286. 


29. From 


1 


Years. 


29. From the death of Joſhua to the be- 
ginning of the firſt oppreſſion of 
Chuſhan Riſhathaim, King of Me- 
ſopotamia, vide non Oy 

lib. V.* was - 2 

30. From the beginning of Chuſhan Ri. 
ſhathaim's oppreſſion of the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael, to their deliverance, 
by Othniel, Caleb's nephew and the 
ſon of Kenez, vide book of Judges, 

ch. ili. ver. 8, was — 8 
31. From the deliverance, by Othniel, 
to his death, vide Judges, ch. iii. 

ver. 11, was - 40 
32. From the death of Othniel to as 
end of the captivity under Eglon, 
King of Moab, vide Judges, ch. ili. 


ver. 14, was - „ 1 


* It appears from the 24th chapter of the book of Joſhua, 


that Jaſbua was 110 years of age when he died; but we do 


not learn from thence how long it was from the death of Mo- 
ſes to that of Joſhua, or to the firſt oppreſſion. But Joſephus 
in his Antiquities, book V. ch. i. ſect. 29, ſays, ** So Joſhua 
died, having lived 110 years, 40 of which he lived with 
« Moſes in order to learn what might be for his advantage 
*« afterwards. He alſo became their commander, after his 


death, for zwenty-five years.“ Conſequently, from the divi- 


fion of the land to his death, was Aventy years. 


33. From 


E 
Years, 


33. From the death of Eglon, King of 
Moab, to that of Ehud, who killed 
King Eglon, vide Judges, ch. iii. 
ver. 30, was - - -.- 36 
34: From the death of Ehud to the end 
of the oppreſſion under Jabin, King 
of Canaan, vide Judges, ch. iv. 
ver. 3*, was - — 20 
35. From the end of the Canaanitiſh op- 
preſſion to the beginning of that of 
the Midianites, vide Judges, ch. v. 
ver. 31, Was — = + 48 
36. From the beginning to the end of 
the Midiamrtiſh oppreſſion, vide 
Judges, ch. vi. ver. 1, was - 
37. From the {laughter of the Midianites 
and their two Princes, Oreb and 
Zeeb, by Gideon, to his death, 


vide Judges, ch. vi. ver. 28, was 40 


"SY 


* At this time we learn, Sbamgar, the fon of 4nath, de- 
hvered Iſrael from the Philiſtines, and tlew 600 men of them 
with an ox goad; but we do not find that he ever judged 
Iſrael : and at this time, it appears, there was a valiant man, 
whoſe name was Jae: but notwithſtanding the valour of 
theſe two men, the highways were unoccupied, and the tra- 
vellers walked through bye-ways; vide 5th chapter of judges, 
ver. ©, 


D 38. From 


1 


38. From the death of Gideon to that of 
Abimelech, vide Judges, ch. ix. 
ver. 22, was — — 3 
39. From the death of Abimelech to tliat 
of Tolah, vide Judges, ch. x. ver. 2, 
Was — 2 93 
40. From the death of Tolah to that of 
Jair, vide Judges, ch. x. ver. 3 
was = - = 22 
41. From the death of Jair to 1 end of 
the captivity under the Children of 
Ammon and the Philiſtines, when 
the Children of Iſrael were delivered 
by Jeptha*®, vide Judges, ch. x. 


ver. 8, was - - - 18 


Veass. 


* When Jeptha ſent his meſſage to the King of the Chil- 
dren of Ammon, about zoo years had elapſed fince the Children 
of Ifrael had began to dwell in all the cities that were along 
the coaſt of Arnon : for in Judges, ch. xi. ver 26, we find 
him ſaying to the King, While Ifrael dwelt in He/boz and 
« her towns, and in Aroer and her towns, and in all the citics 
*© that be along by the coaſt of Arnon, tree hundred years, 
« why did ye not recover them within that time?“ 

Now if we reckon up the years from the death of Joſhua to 
the time of the beginning of the oppreſſion under the Children 
of Ammon, we ſhall find the whole amount is 303 years; which, 
therefore, confirms the truth of this account, 


42. From 


ars 


22 


22 
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42. From Jeptha's-viftory over the Chil- 

dren of Ammon to his death, vide 

Judges, ch. x11. ver. 7, was = 6 
43. From the death of Jeptha to the 

death of Ibzan, tide Ts ch. x41. 

ver. 9, was . - 5 7 
44. From the death of Ibzan to that of 

Elon, vide Judges, ch. x1. ver, 11, 

was = - - - «10 
45. From the death of Elon to that of 

Abdon, vide Judges, ch. xii. ver. 14, 

Was — * * - - 8 
46. From the death of Abdon to the end 

of the Philiſtine captivity, vide 

Judges, ch. xiu. ver. 1, and Samp- 

ſon's death, ch. xvi. ver. 31*, was 40 
47. From the death of Sampſon to that 

of Eli, vide 1ſt book of Samuel, 

ch. iv. ver. 18, was - 40 
48. From the death of Eli, and . 

taking of the Ark of God by the 

Philiſtines, to the time of the 


In the account of the burial of Sampſon, Judges ch. xvi. 
ver. 31, we are informed, that he judged Iſrael twenty years; 
but theſe uenty years it is evident were included in the for!y 
years of the captivity under the Philiſtines: for in ch. xv. 


Yer. 20, it is ſaid, He Judged Iſrael 77 the days of the Phi- 
e lifines twenty years,” 


D 2 battle 


8 
Vrs. Mo. 
battle with them at Mizpeh, vide 
1{t book of Samuel, ch. vi, ver, 1, 
and ch, vii. ver. 2, Was 1 
49. From the time of the battle at Miz- 
peh, when Samuel there judged 
Iſrael, to the death of Saul on 
Mount Gilboa*®, vide 21ſt chapter 
of 2d book of Samuel, was — 19 5 
50. From 


* In the account of the death of Saul, there is no mention 
made of his age when he died, or how long he reigned ; but 
from the 13th chapter of the Acts of the Apoſtles, verſe 20th 
to the 22d, we learn, that from the death of Eli to that of 
Saul, was 40 years, This period 1 have divided therefore 
into two ſuch portions, in the two laſt articles, as is probably 
agreeable to the truth. For it appears to me, from various 
circumſtances, that Samuel judged Iſrael about zverty-three 
years, and that Saul reigned about ſeventeen years; for in 
the 5th chapter of the 2d book of Samuel, verſes 4 and 5, we 
are informed David was 30 years old when he began to reign, 
and that he reigned 40 years. And in the 13th chapter of 
the 1ſt book of Samuel, it is ſaid, that when Saul had reigned 
to years he gathered together to him three thouſand men of 
the Children of Iſrael ; and that at this time he fought his 
firſt battle with the Philiſtines at Michmaſh. And the next 
battle that we find particulariſed, is that wherein Saul was 
engaged with the Amalckites ; when he diſobeyed the voice 
of the Lord by the prophet Samuel, in preſerving the beſt af 
the ſpoil and not killing Agag the King : and the battle which 
ſucceeded this, appears to be that which commenced with 
David's killing Goliah. Now if we admit that Saul reigned 
{eventcen years, then ſince David was thirty when Saul died, 


if 


lo. 


. 3 5B . 8 


„ 


50. From the death of King Saul to that 
of King David, vide iſt book of 
Kings, ch. ii, ver. 11, was =. 4 

5 1. From 


Years. 


if we deduct 17 from 30, it gives hirteen for the age of David 
when Saul began to reign over Iſrael. And fince it appears 
that the firſt battle which Saul fought, was with the Philiſtines 
in the third year of his reign, if we reckon the next, or that 
with the Amalekites, to have been in his fourth, and the next 
with the Philiſtines in his fifth, then David muſt have been 
eighteen when he killed Goliah ; and this 1s agreeable to the 
account which Saul then gave of him: for when he en- 
quired of Abner, the Captain of his hoſt, whoſe ſon he 
was, at the time that he ſaw David go forth againſt the 
Philiſtine, he calls him “ a young man, a youth, and a 
“e ſtripling.” Vide iſt book of Samuel, ch. xvii. And this 
appears to have been ſoon after Samuel had anointed David 
to be king; ſeeing this anointing was in the intermediate 
time betwixt that battle with the Amalekites, and this with 
the Philiſtines. Now Joſephus ſays, “ Saul when he had 
*© reigned eighteen years, while Samuel was alive, and after 
* his death two, (twenty) ended his life.**—Book VI. ch. xiv, 
of the Greek. But I doubt if Joſephus is quite accurate in his 
chronology of this 5th book; becauſe he reckons it to be from 
the death of Eli to the death of Saul, only an interval of thirty- 
two years; conſequently, from the death of Eli to the be— 
Zinning of Saul's reign, only twelve, if Saul reigned twenty; 
whereas (as above) it appears from the 6th and 7th chapters 


of the iſt book of Samuel, there had elapſed twenty gears and 
ſeven months from the death of Eli to the battle of Mizpech ; 
and the battle of Mizpeh appears to be before Saul was 
anointed King; and that Samuel then judged Ifrael. There 
mutt therefore be here ſome error; and as we underſtand from 
the 8th chapter of Samuel, that after this battle Samuel ap- 

| pointed 


1 * 3 


Years. 


51. From the death of King David to 


the beginning of the fourth year of 
King Solomon, when the founda- 
tion of the firſt Temple was laid, 
vide iſt book of Kings, ch. vi. 
ver. 1 and 37*, was = - 3 


52, From 


pointed his ſons to be Judges over Iſrael, I think we cannot 
ſuppoſe that after this battle leſs than two years and a half had 
elapſed before the people requeſted a King of Samuel, and 
rejected the Lord; and if ſo, Saul could not reign more than 
17 years; making in the whole forty years from the death of 
Eli to that of Saul, agreeable to the account of St, Paul: and 
as Paul was brought up at the feet of Gamaliel, and zealous 
for the law, he was doubtleſs well verſed in the ſacred 
hiſtory. | 

In our tranſlation it is ſaid, in the 1ſt verſe of the 6th 
chapter of the 1ſt book of Kings, that “ it came to paſs in the 
« four hundred and eightieth year after the Children of Iſrael 
were come out of the Land of Egypt, in the 4th year of So- 
„ lomon's reign over Iſrael, in the month Zif, which is the 
„ ſecond month, that he began to build the Houſe of the 
Lord.“ Now if this paſſage was in the original copy of this 
book as compoſed by its author, (which ſome writers doubt, 
by reaſon of its not being in many of the ancient manuſcripts) 
then this verſe has evidently been miſ-copied or miſ- tranſſated: 
for if it was in the original, it appears that it ſhould have been 
Aue hundred and eighty, inſtead of four hundred and eighty, This 
is evident from the particulars in the above account, as col- 
lected from the books of Joſhua, Judges, and Samuel; from the 
time of the Exodus to that of the laying the foundation of the 
Temple: which is exactly five hundred and eighty years, allow- 
Ing, with Joſephus, that it was twenty years from the diviſion 


of 


ears. 


1 


| Yeats, 

<2. From the time of the laying the 
foundation of the Temple to the 
death of King Solomon, vide 2d 
book of Chronicles, ch. ix. ver. 30“, 

was — — — — 37 


83. From the death of King Solomon to 


that of King Rehoboam, vide 2d 
book of Chronicles, ch. xii. ver. 1 3, 
was - - - «29 


of the land to the death of Joſhua, and vo years from his 
death to the beginning of the firſt captivity under Chuſhan 
Riſhathaim ; and which I take to be highly probable, if nor 
abſolutely certain. 

When King Solomon died, we find the word of the 
Lord, by the prophet Ahja the Shilonite, to Jeroboam, was 
fulfilled ; i. e. that the Lord would rend the kingdom out of 
the hands of Solomen, and would give ten tribes to him. 
And now began Jeroboam, the ſon of Nebat, to make Iſrael 
to fin; by erecting the two golden calves in Dau and Bethel, 
by caſting off the Prieſts and Levites from executing the 
Prieſts office unto the Lord, and by ordaining him Prieſts for 
the high-places and for the devils, and for the calves which 
he had made; and thoſe our of the loweſt of the people, 
which were not of the ſons of Levi; vide 2d chapter of the 
2d book of Chronicles, and 12th chapter of the 1 book of 
Kings. And now began that iniquity for which the prophet 
Ezekiel was commanded to lay on his left fide three hundred 
and ninety days, to bear the iniquity of the Houſe of Iſrael, 
from this time to the Babylonian captivity ; reckoning each 

day for a year, Vide chap. iy. of the prophet Ezekiel. 


54. From 


( 24 ] 
| Yeats 
$4. From the death of King Rehoboam to 
that of King Abijah, vide 2d book 
of Chronicles, ch. xiii. ver. 2, was 3 
55. From the death of King Abijah to 
that of King Aſa, vide 2d book of 
Chronicles, ch. xvi. ver. 13, was 41 
56. From the death of King Aſa to that 
of King Jehoſhaphat, vide 2d book 
of Chronicles, ch. xx. ver. 31, was 25 
57. From the death of King Jehoſha- 
phat to that of King Jehoram, vide 
2d book of Chronicles, ch. xxi. 
Ver. 20, Was — — 8 
58. From the death of King Jars to 
that of King Ahaziah, vide 2d book 
of Chronicles, ch. xxii. ver. 2, was t 
59. From the death of King Ahaziah to 
that of his mother Athaliah, vide 
2d book of Chronicles, ch. xxii. 
yer. 12, ch., xxl. ver. 1, and 
Ch. xxiv. ver. 1, was — 6 
It has been thought by ſome writers, that theſe fix years were 


not to be taken into the account of the reigns of the Kings of 
the Houſe of Judah, but I think without foundation ; as it is 


expreſsly ſaid in the 21ſt chapter of the 2d book of Chronicles, 
ver. 12, that Zoſiah was hid in the Houſe of God fix years, 


and that Aihaliab reigued over the land. 
60. From 


6c 


1 


60. From the death of Athaliah to that 
of King Joaſh, vide 2d book of 
Chronicles, ch. xxiv. ver. 1, was 

61. From the death of King Joaſh to 
that of King Amaziah, vide 2d 
book of Chronicles, ch. xxv. ver. 1, 
was 2 — — 

62. From the death of King Amaziah to 
that of King Uzziah, vide 2d book 
of Chronicles, ch. xxvi. ver. 3, 
was - — — — 

63. From the death of King Uzziah to 
that of King Jotham, vide 2d book 
of Chronicles, ch. xxvii. ver. 1, 

was — — — — 

64. From the death of King Jotham to 
that of King Ahaz, vide 2d book 
of Chronicles, ch. xxvill. yer. 1, 
was - i 5 

65. From the death of King Alz to 

| that of King Hezekiah, vide 24 
book of Chronicles, ch. xxix. ver. 1, 

; was = * 8 5 

66. From the death of King Hezektiah to 
that of King Manaflch, vide 2d 
book of Chronicles, sh. xxxili. 
yer. 1, Was * — Ru” 


Years. 


40 


29 


52 


16 


16 


29 


55 
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„ 
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67. From the death of King Manafleh 
to that of King Amon, vide 2d 
book of Chronicles, ch. xxxm. 
ver. 1, Was — — — 2 
68. From the death of King Amon to 
that of King Joſiah, vide 2d book 
of Chronicles, ch. xxxiv. ver. 1“, 
was — - = — 31 
69. From the death of King Joſiah to 
that of King Jehoiakim, alias Elia- 
wi vide 2d Wool of e 


70. From 


* In the 24 book of Chronicles it is ſaid that in the 19th 
year of the reign of King Joſiah, Helkiah the Prieſt found the 
Pouk ot the Law of the Lord by Moſes, vide 34th chapter, 
ver. 14; but after this time, I think, we have no account in 
ſcripture of this original Book of the Law; we muſt therefore 
depend on Ezra's Collection. - 

+ In the 36th chapter of the 2d bak of Chronicles, and 
in the 23d chaptcr of the 2d book of Kings, it is recorded, 
that after the death of King Jah, the people of the land 
took his ſon Jehoahaz, anointed him, and made him King in 
his father's lead; and that he reigned three months in Jeruſalem : 
and at this time, we are told, Pharaoh Necho, the King of Egypt, 
put him down, and put him in bands at Riblah, in the Land 
of! Hamath, that he might not reign in Jeruſalem ; made 
Lia diu, the fon of Joſiah, King in the room of him and 
his father, turned his name to Jeholabim, and then took 
Jeboabas away and carried him to Egypt, where he died. 
Theſe three months, therefore, it ſhould ſeem, are to be in- 


cluded 


«1k 


we a „ e e OO 
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als. 
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Year, 


70. From the death of King Jehoiakim 
to the time of the carrying away 
of King Jehoiachin to Babylon, by 
Nebuchadnezzar King of Babylon, 
vide 2d book of Chronicles, 

ch. xxxvi. ver. 9*®, was - 1 

71. From 


eluded in the eleven years that King Je reigned, and 
are for this reaſon omitted in this account. It alſo appears 
from the 24th chapter of the 2d book of Kings, the 30th 
chapter of the 2d book of Chronicles, and the iſt chapter of 
the book of Daniel, that Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, 
came up to Jeruſalem, againſt King 7evoinlim, in the third 
year of his reign, and befieged the city: that the Lord gave 
Fehoiakim into his hand, with part of the veſſels of the Houſe 
of God; that he carried the veſſels into the Land of Shinar, 
to the Houſe of his God, and brought them into the Treaſure 


Houſe of his God; that he alſo took fume of the Children 


of Iſrael of the King's ſeed, and of the Princes, to ſtand 
in the King's Palace; and that among theſe there were, 
of the Children of Judah, Daniel, Aanaiith, Mijhacl, 
and Azariah, Now, therefore, began the firit captivity, 
which terminated in the f/f year of Cs: and this firtt 
Captivity, we learn from the prophet Jereniah, ch. li, 
was in the firſt year of the reign of Nebuchaciezzar, King 
of Babylon. 

In the 36th chapter of the 2d bock of Chron'clis, at the 
gih verſe, we are informed that King Jechoniah reigacd only 
three months and ten days; but ia the next verſe it is ſaid, 
that it was the end of the year before Nebuchadaczzar King 
of Babylon ſent his ſervants to Jeruſalem to make his bro— 
ther Zedekiah King, and to bring Fechoniah and the goodly 
veſſels of the Houſe of the Lord to Babylon; we hive 
E 3 therefore 


„ 


71. From the time of the carrying away 
of King Ichoiachin captive to Ba- 
bylon, 


therefore here put down one year for his reign ; and this year 
we learn from the 12th verſe of the 24th chapter of the 24 
book of Kings, was the Sth year of the reign of Nebuchatl- 
nezzar, and that then began the ſecond captivity, From the 
time of the Exodus to the firſt year of this captivity, was, 
therefore, exactly a thouſand years; and from the time of the 
Exodus to the time of the deſtruction of the Temple, the City, 
and the Monarchy, 1010 years 4 months 10 days; and 
from the firſt call of Abram, 1440 years 4 months 10 dax. 
And fince it appears that the foundation of the Temple was 
laid in the 580th year after the Exodus, if we deduct this 589 
from 1010, it gives 430 years for the time chat elapſed from tho 
laying of the foundation of the Temple to its deſtruction by the 
Baby lonians; a period of time exactly equal to that of the ſo- 
journing of the Children of Iſrael from the firſt call of Abram to 
the Exodus; vide 12th chapter of Exodus, ver. 40 and 41. 
And it ſhould ſeem, that the Monarchy laſted juſt 70 weeks or 
ſubbaths of years; the ſame period as that allotted, or determined, 
from the goin g forth of the commandment to reſtore and to build 
Jeruſalem unto the Meſſiah the Prince ; which was to finiſh the 
tranſgreſſions under the law, to make an end of fins, to make 
recouciliation for iniquity, to bring in everlaſting righteout- 
neſs, to ſeal up the viſion and prophecy, and to anonint the 
Moſt Holy. For ſince it was 430 years from the time of the 
laying the foundation of the Temple to that of its deſtruction, 
if we allow 17 years for the reign of Saul, vide note to article 
the 40th; then ſince David reigned 40 years, and Solo- 
mon had reigned three before he began to build the Temple, 
theſe three periods of 17, 40, and 3, makes 60; which added 
to 430, makes 490; the number of years that paſſed away 
from the beginning of the reign of King Saul to that of the 
end of the reign of King Zedekiah. And this appears to have 
been 


[ 29 J 


bylon, to that when Nebuzaradon 
(Captain of the Guard to the King 
of Babylon) came to Jeruſalem, 
and burned with fire the Houſe of 
the Lord, with the King's Houſe, 
and all the houſes of Jeruſalem, 


bech Anno Mundi 3456; for, as the Flood was Anno Munch 
1654, and from the Flood to the call of Abram was 362, and 
from the call of Abram to the Exodus 439, and from the 
Exodus to the laying of the foundation of the 'Temple 
£80, and from that time to its deſtruction 430; theſe five 
periods amount together to 3456, the number of years from 
the creation of Adam to the deſtruction of the Temple, the 
City, and the Monarchy, Now that it was juſt 430 years 
from the laying the foundation to the deſtruction of the Tem- 
ple; we have a confirmation, it ſhould ſeem, by the type of 
the ſiege, that ſhewed the time from Jeroboam's defeion to 
the captivity; as we have it related in the 4th chapter of the 
prophet Ezekiel ; where we find the Holy Spirit ſays to the 
prophet, ** Lie thou alſo upon thy left fide, and lay the ini- 
© quity of the Houſe of Iſrael upon it; according to the number 
of the days that thou ſhalr lie upon it, thou ſhalt bear their 
“ iniquity, For I have laid upon thee the years of their ini- 
5 quity according to the number of the days, te bundred and 
e zincty days: fo ſhalt thou bear the iniquity of the Houſe of 
% Iſrael. And when thou haſt accompliſhed them, lie again 
on thy right ide, and thou ſhalt bear the iniquity of che 
** Hauſe of Judah forty days: I have appointed thee each day 
for a year," ä | 

Now if we add thef& 290 and 40 days together, they Just 
make 430; which were to be reckoned as fo many years; being 
40 years from the zd year of Solomon to the 3d ycar of Re- 
hoboam, and 390 from thence to the captiyity. 


and 


1 


Fes. Mo. Ds. 
and every great man's houſe, 


whilſt all his army brake down 

the walls round about Jeruſa— 

lem, vide 2d book of Kings, 

ch. xxv. 2d book of Chronicles, 

ch. xxxvi. and Jeremiah, ch. Iii. 
was — — - 10 4 19 
Total, from the creation to the } Yo 
captivity, in whole years = o 3456 


PART THE SECON D, 


From the firſt Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, by the Baby- 
lonians, to its final Deſolation, by the e 


Years, 
ROM the time of the deſtruction 


of the City and the Temple, in 
the eleventh year of King Zedekiah, 
to the firſt year of e King of 
Perſia *, was - - OA 
2. From the firſt year of Cyrus, King of 
Perſia, to the firſt year of his ſon 
Cambyſes, or Ahaſuerus, vide Clau- 
dius Ptolemy, his canon, was 9 


* The truth of this article appears from hence, that the firſt 
eaptivity was now at an end, reckoning from the third year of 
Jehoiakim, and that eighteen years had elapſed from the third 
of Jehoiakim to the eleventh of Zedekiah, 


3. From 


UL) 


1 


From the firſt year of Ahaſuerus, or 


Cambyſes, to the firſt year of Da- 
rius Hyſtaſpis, including the reign 
of Artaxerxes, vide Ezra, ch. iv. 
ver. 6, or Smerdis the Impoſtor, 
vide Ptolefny and Joſephus, was 


. From the firſt year of Darius, to the 


time that he iſſued out the decree 


for rebuilding the Temple, vide 
Ezra, ch. vi. was - - 


From the ſecond year of Darius, when 


the Temple began to be rebuilt, 
to his death, vide Ptolemy, was 


. From the death of Darius Hyſtaſpis 


to that of his ſon and ſucceſſor 
Xerxes, ibid. was - 


From the death of Xerxes to the 7th 


year (excluſive) of Artaxerxes Lon- 
gimanus, who granted Ezra his 
commiſſion, vide 7th chapter of 
Ezra, was: - - 


From the 5th year of Artaxerxes (in- 


eluſive) to his death, vide Ptolemy, 
was - = 


From the death of Artaxerxes Lon- 


gimanus, to that of Darius the 
Second, ibid. was . 


Veart. 


33 


1 


9 


10. From 


11 
10. From the death of Darius the Se- 
cond to that of Artaxerxes the 
Second, (excluſive of Smerdis) 
ibid. was — — 46 
11. From the death of Artaxerxes the 
Second to that of Ochus, ibid. 
Was — = - 4 21 
12. From the death of Ochus to that 


of Arſes, ibid. was — - 2 


13. From the death of Arſes to that of 
Darius the Third, ibid. was 4 
24. From the death of Darius the Third, 
the laſt King of Perſia, to that of 
Alexander of Macedon, the Con- 
queror of Perſia, ibid. was — 8 
15. From the death of Alexander the 
Great to that of Philip Aridæus, 
ibid. was - 7 
16. From the death of Philip Aridzus 
to that of Alexander Ægus, ibid, 
Was - - 13 
17. From the death of Alexander Ægus 
to that of Ptolemy Lagus, ibid. 
Was - - 4: 20 
r8. From the death of Ptolemy Lagus 
to that of Ptolemy Philadelphus, 
tþid. Was * — — 38 
19. From 


Years. 


1 


7 
4 


19. 


20. 


21. 


22. 


24. 


Bo. 
26. 


27. 


238. 


1 


From the death of Ptolemy Phila- 
delphus to that of Ptolemy Ever- 
getes, ibid. was Tg 

From the death of Ptolemy Evergetes 
to that of 1 n ibid. 
Was - 

From the 5 of Ptolemy Philo- 
pater to that of Ptolemy 1 ne 
ibid. was - - 

From the death of Ptolemy Epiphanes 
to that of Ptolemy . ibid. 
N — 4 4 


. From the death' of Ptolemy Philo- 


mater to that of Ptolemy Evergetes 
the Second, ibid. was - — 
From the death of Ptolemy Ever- 
getes the Second to that of Ptolemy 
Soter, ibid. was i 
From the death of Ptalemy Soter to 
that of Dionyſius, ibid. was = 
From the death of Dionyſius to that 
of Cleopatra, ibid. was 
From the death of Cleopatra to that 
of Auguſtus, the firſt Roman Em- 
peror, ibid. was - — 
From the death of Kü to chat 
of Tiberias, ibid. was 


Yeats, 


25 


17 


24 


35 


oY 


43 


22 


F | 29. From 


29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 


34: 


* reign, 
„ 5 . * ms b 1 W i 
% * * 

% 
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From the death of Tiberias to "7a 
of Caius, ibid. was - - 4 
From the death of Caius to that of 
Claudius, ibid. was - 144 
From the death of Claudius to that 
of Nero, ibid. was 14 
From the death of Nero to that 1 
Veſpaſian, ibid. was 10 


From the death of Veſpaſian to hs 
of Titus, ibid; was - 


From the death of Titus to that of | 


Domitian, ibid. was = ny 


From the death of Domitian to that 


of Nerva, ibid. wass 9 


From the death of Nerva to that of 


Trajan, ibid. was 6 


From the death of Trajan to the 1 6th 


year of Adrian, when he built the 
Temple to Jupiter Capitolinus, on 
the very ſame ſpot where the Tem- 
ple of God had ſtood, and thereby 
accompliſhed the prediction of the 


ſetting up of the abomination of . 


deſolation, was — — 


From the time of the ſetting up 1 
the abomination of defolation, by 


n, in the 16th year of his 


Ud 


13 


.29 


1 


0 


Ud 


L . 


— 


From the deſtruction of the holy — 


1 


reign, to the time of the deſtruction 
of the holy city, and the concluſion 
of the war, in the 19th year of his 
reign, was a little more than - 3 


Year $, 


Total 5 


Total number of years from the crea- 
tion to the deſtruction of Ee 
by the Babylonians, &c. was 


3456 


by the Babylonians, to that by the 
Romans, was - 


724 


From the expulſion out of Jude to the 


preſent year - 


Total number of years from the crea- 


tion to the preſent year - + —_ 5830 


Thus have I endeavoured faithfully to trace 


out, jointly from divine and human hiſtory, a 
brief and accurate Chronology of the World, 
from the time of the creation to that of the 
final deſtruction of Jeruſalem by the Romans: 
and hereto I have added one more article, to 
bring it down to the preſent time; concerning 
which I apprehend there can be no doubts or 
; diſputes. But as I differ in the former part 


F 2 from 


E 


from the generality of chronologers, with re- 
ſpect to the year of the world when the holy 
city was deſtroyed; I muſt here obſerve, that 
the reaſon of this diſagreement appears to ariſe, 
not ſo much from any error in their computa- 
tion of the number of years that elapſed after 
the return from the Babylonian captivity to that 
period, as it does from their mikakes in com- 
puting the time from the flood to the captivity ; 
as may be clearly ſeen by comparing this account 
with thoſe that differ from it : this, therefore, 
of courſe can be no objection with you. But 
with reſpect to the time that elapſed from the 
firſt return of the people from Babylon, in the 
firſt year of the reign of Cyrus, to the conqueſt 
of Perſia by Alexander of Macedon, Mr. Lev1 
raiſes an objection; though I apprehend with- 
out foundation. For in his firſt Letter to 
Dr. Prieſtly, p. 69 and 706, he ſays, it is 
directly contrary to Scripture that there 
«© were fourteen Kings of Perſia from Cyrus 
eto Darius that was conquered by Alexander.” 
Now the only argument that he adduces to 
prove the truth of this aſſertion, is, the infor- 
mation that was given to Daniel in the viſion 
which he ſaw in the third year of the reign of 
Cyrus, by one who had the appearance of 

a man; 


1 


a man; whoſe words to the prophet, as we 
find them recorded in the 11th chapter of 
Daniel, were as follows; 1. e. Now will I 


% thew thee the truth: behold there ſhall 


„ ſtand up yet three Kings in Perſia, and the 
& fourth ſhall be far richer than they all: and 


„by his ſtrength through his riches he ſhall 


« ſtir up all againſt the realm of Grecia.“ 
From which words Mr. Levi infers there were 


to be but four Kings in all: but this is aſſum- 


ing more than the Holy Spirit declares ; ſince 
it does not ſay that there ſhould be n more than 
four Kings of Perſia, but that there thould be 


| four, and that the fourth ſhould be far richer 


than they all, &c. And theſe four Kings, 
Mr. Levi ſays, were “Cyrus, Cambyles his 
« ſon, Ahaſuerus, the huſband of Eſther, and 
* Darius,” Now herein he muſt. certainly 
be miſtaken, . ſince the Holy Spirit declares 


there thould be four Kings beſides Cyrus. 


And in the 4th chapter of the book of Ezra 
we find it there teſtified, that only from the 
beginning of the reign of Cyrus to the end of 
that of Darius the Perſian, there were four 
Kings of Perſia; namely, Cyrus, Ahafuerus, 
Artaxerxes, and Darius. And from the 7th 
chapter of that book, we learn that Artax- 
| erxes, 


1 


erxes, who gave Ezra his commiſſion for the 
return of the people and the rebuilding of the 
city, reigned after Darius. Ezra therefore 
accounts at leaſt for five Kings of Perſia, after 
the taking of Babylon by the Medes and Per- 
fans, to his own time. 

And according to Herodotus, nd the moſt 
faithful hiſtorians of that age, we know there 
were fix; viz. Cyrus, Cambyſes, Smerdis, 
Darius, Nerxes and Artaxerxes. The four 
former of which anſwer to Ezra's Cyrus, 
Ahaſuerus, Artaxerxes, and Darius: and the 
reaſon of the diverſity of the name of the 
third in Ezra and Herodotus, might be that 
of Smerdis aſſuming the name of Artaxerxes, 
when he ſeized on the throne in the abſence of 
Cambyſes, called by Ezra, Ahaſuerus; both of 
which names this Monarch alſo might probably 
be called by, as it was a common cuſtom 
with the Perſians for their Kings to have 
more names than one; and the name of Aha- 
ſuerus he probably retained in honour of his 
grandfather. 

But this Ahaſuerus, the ſon of Cyrus, could 
not be the King that married Eſther ; for it 
is a well known fact, that he died in the 8th 
year of his reign, on his return from Egypt 

_to 


WY 


to Perſia ; whereas it is recorded in the 3d 
chapter of the book of Eſther, that the King 
to whom ſhe was Queen, had reigned 7welve 

years when Haman was hanged. Neither 
could ſhe be married to the Artaxerxes of 
Ezra, the Smerdis of Herodotus, who ſucceeded 
Cambyſes ; fince according to this latter author, 
he was flain by Darius and the other confede- 
rate Perſians, before he had reigned one year. 
Beſides which, we know there could not be 
more than 18 years from the 11t year of Cyrus 
to the 2d of Darius, when the 70 years ended 
which began with Zedekiah's captivity ; and 
out of theſe 18 years Cyrus and Cambyſes 
reigned near 17; hence we conclude it muſt 
therefore be ſome other King that took Efther 
for his Queen. But it could not be this Darius 
who ſucceeded Smerdis, for in the 2d chapter 
of Eſther, at the 16th verſe, we are informed 
that ſhe was taken into the King's houſe royal 
in the roth month of the 7th year of his 
reign ; and from this chapter we learn that 
it was a cuſtom, for the maidens that were 
brought in unto the King, to undergo a twelve- 
month's purification, and that Eſther underwent 
this purification. The King's decree and com- 
mandment, therefore, for gathering together 


the 
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k . 8 
the fair young virgins to Shuſhan the Palace, 
muſt have been at the lateſt in the 6th year 
of his reign. Now it was the 6th year of 


Darius wherein the rebuilding of the Temple 


was finiſhed, vide Ezra, ch. vi. ver. 15; and 
in this year Darius was laying ſiege to Baby- 
jon; before which city his army lay above 
twenty months before it was taken, as we are 
informed by Herodotus and other hiſtorians. 
This decree therefore could not be iſſued out 
by Darius; neither is there any reaſon to 
think he was ever called Ahaſuerus, or Ar- 
taxerxes; but his ſucceſſor, who was his ſon 
Xerxes, might be called Ahaſuerus; and ſome 
therefore are of opinion that it was he who 
married Eſther. But againſt thoſe who think 


this, the following circumſtances militate ſo 


ſtrongly, that they feem totally to overthrow 
this opinion. For, in the firſt place, we are 
informed in the 1ſt chapter of the book of 
Eſther, that it was in the 3d year of the reign 
of the King that he put away his Queen Vaſhti; 
and that it was at the end of a feaſt that he 
had made unto all his princes and his ſervants, 
which had continued a hundred and fourſcore 
days. Now Xerxes was the King who ſtirred 
up all againſt the realm of Grecia by the 

| abundance 


1 


E 


abundance of his riches, and he was the fourth 
King after Cyrus, agreeable to the prediction 
made known unto Daniel. This is a circum- 
ſtance ſo well atteſted, that no man, who is 
not incredulous to the laſt degree, can doubt 
its authenticity. So alſo is the time of his great 
expedition into Greece, which was doubtleſs 
in the fifth year of his reign. Equally well 
authenticated is it hkewiſe, that in the fame 
Fear, after the battle of Salamis, between the 
Perſian and Grecian flects, he re- croſſed the 
Helleſpont and fled to Sardis: as alſo that he 
took up his quarters in that city for the en- 
; ſuing year, the ſixth of his reign, and there 
remained till after the battle between the 

two armies at Platea, and the engagement 
between the two fleets at Mycale. Now in 
both theſe battles we know the Greeks were 
victorious; and that Xerxes, upon the news 
of theſe two overthrows, left Sardis and made 
all the haſte he could towards Perſia, until he 


arrived at Suſa, or Shuſan, vide Herodotus, 


lib. IX. And here, according to this author, he 
lived with his Queen (Hameſtris) the mother 
of Artaxerxes Longimanus, many years; and 
to whom he had been married before the 
death of his father Darius. Xerxes there- 
Din fore 
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fore could not be the King that put away his 


Queen Vaſhti in the 7h;rd year of his reign, 


iſſued out the decree for the aſſemblage of 


the fair virgins of Perſia at Shuſan, in his 5th 
or 6th, and made Eſther Queen of Perſia in 
his 7th year : we therefore conclude that it was 
Artaxerxes Longimanus, his fon and ſucceſſor. 
And that he was her huſband your own coun- 
tryman Joſephus tells us in expreſs terms in 
the 11th chapter of his Antiquities ; and with 
him agrees Severus Sulpitius. The truth of 
this alſo ſeems highly probable from hence : 
1. e. Firſt, it appears from the whole tenor 
of the three firſt chapters of the book of 
Eſther, that the King there called Ahaſuerus 
was at Shuſan, from the beginning of the 
third year of his reign to the end of the Ee 
year: and fo, according to Herodotus, Xeno- 
phon, and others, was Artaxerxes ; which 
none of his predeceſſors were, from the days 
of Cyrus. And from the apocryphal book of 
Eſther we learn, that the King who made 
Eſther Queen, after he was ſettled on the 
throne, and become Lord over many nations, 
was very deſirous to renew peace; make his 
own kingdom peaceable, and ſettle his ſubjects 
continually in a quiet life. And this we 

5 know 
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know was the deſire of Artaxerxes Longi- - 
manus; for Dioder. Sic. lib. XI. tells us, 
that being tired with a war, in which the 
Perſians had ſuſtained very great loſſes, he 


reſolved, with the advice of his counſellors 
and miniſters, to put an end to ſo many 


calamities, by coming to an accommoda- 
tion with the Grecians. Whereupon he ſent 
Ambafladors to Athens to 'propoſe peace ; 
and articles being agreed on, and {worn to, 


by both parties, they put an end to the war, 

by proclaiming peace on both ſides, fifty-one 
years after the burning of Sardis by the Athe- 

nians, in the 21ſt year of the reign of Darius. 


In the next place, we learn from the 2d 


chapter of the book of Eſther, that + Mordecai 
was the ſon of Jair, the ſon of Shimei, the 
* ſon of Kiſh, a Benjamite; who had been 
carried away from Jeruſalem with the cap- 


'* tivity which had been carried away with 
Jeconiah King of Judah, whom Nebuchad- 


„ nezzar the King of Babylon had carried 


© away, And that Eſther, or Hadaſſah, was the 
daughter of Abihail, the uncle of Mordecai; 
| * whom Mordecai took to as his own daugh- 


ter, after her father and mother were dead, 


5 60 and brought her up as his Own child.“ 
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Hence then we ſee, that Mordecai and 
Eſther were firſt couſins; and, it is probable 
that Fair, the father of Mordecai, was the 
elder brother of Abihail; and as Mordecai 
brought up Eſther as his own daughter, he 
muſt have been conſiderably older than her. 
We may therefore, I think, ſafely conclude 
him to be forty years of age, at leaſt, when 
ſhe was made Queen ; and if we reckon Mor- 
decai to have been born when Fair was thirty- 
five years old, and Fair born when SHimei was 
five and thirty ; this will give one hundred and 
forty-five years from Kiſh's birth to Eſther's 
marriage. Now according to our Chronology, 
from the time of Jeconiah's captivity to the 


7th year of Artaxerxes Longimanus, we reckon 


one hundred and forty-two years, viz. 


Yrs. Mo, 

From Jeconiah's captivity do the firtt 
year of Cyrus - — - 62 © 
From thence to the death of Cyrus - 9g 0 


From the death of Cyrus to that of his 
ſon Camby ſes - . — 7 & 
From the death of Gimbyſes to that of 


Smerdis, 7 or 8 months, reckon "07 


From the death of Smerdis to that of 
Darius — — - 36 © 


From 


* 


] 


letter to Ezra, did not reign till after Darius, 


Ta 1 


- Yrs. Mo. 
From the death of Darius to that of 


his ſon Xerxes — — = 24 © 
From the death of Xerxes to the 7th | 
year of Artaxerxes (excluſive) 6 © 


142 0 


. That is to ſay, 142 years from the paſſover in 
the year of Jeconiah's captivity to that in the 


7th year of Artaxerxes. Which computation 
gives five years for the age of Kith at the time 


of this captivity. And if we reckon Mordecai 
to have been forty-five at the time of the mar- 
riage, then, every thing elſe alike, it will give 
ten years for Kiſh's age at the captivity : which, 
perhaps, is as near the truth, as we can expect 
to approximate, at this diſtance of time. And 


this ſufficiently ſhews, that it could not be at 


a later period than this King's reign ; who 


muſt certainly have been that King that gave 
Ezra and Nehemiah their commiſſions for the 


return of the people, the rebuilding of Jeruſa- 


lem, and the completion of the walls. This 


appears evidently from the 7th chapter of the 
book of Ezra, and the firſt and laſt of Nehe- 
miah. For in the former of theſe chapters 


we are informed, that the King who gave his 


who 
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who gave the decree for rebuilding the Temple. 
And in the laſt chapter of Nehemiah, we find 
this King Artaxerxes reigned at leaſt #2wo and 
thirty years: for he there ſays, © in the tuo 
c and thirtieth year of Artaxerxes King of Ba- 
e bylon, came I unto the King, and after 
certain days obtained J leave of the King, 
« and I came to Jeruſalem.” And from the 
firſt and ſecond chapters of that book we learn, 
that he received the King's letter to go up to 
Jeruſalem in his 7wentieth year; and that when 
he made his requeſt to the King, the Queen 
was fitting by him; and who, it is highly 
probable, was Eſther. 

Now from what has been ſaid above, it evi- 
dently appears, that from the return of the 
people in the firſt year of Cyrus to the time 
of Nehemiah, there was no King of Perſia 
who reigned thirty-two years before this 
King, but Darius. And the moſt faithful 
Grecian hiſtorians tell us, that this Artax- 
erxes did certainly reign more than thirty-two 
years. He mult, therefore, have been the 
King who ſucceſſively made Ezra and Nehe- 
miah the Governors of Jeruſalem, with autho- 
rity to rebuild the city and the walls. | 
| In 


L913 


In augmentation of theſe arguments, we 
may here add, that Joſephus exprefsly declares, 
in his 11th book, that it was the ſon of Xerxes, 


and the grandfon of Darius, that made Eſther 
his Queen; and alſo that this was the ſixth 
King of Perſia, including Cyrus, after the 
death of Darius the Mede. If your country- 
| man, therefore, deſerves any credit as an hiſ- 
torian, as doubtleſs he does, then Mr. Levi 
- muſt certainly be miſtaken, in thinking there 
was but four Kings of Perſia, from the death 
of Darius the Mede to that of him who was 
© conquered by Alexander the Great. 


Joſephus: alſo reckons 253 years and 5 


months from the firſt year of the reign of 
| Cyrus to the death of Alexander, and not 
| more than 18 from the firſt of Cyrus to the 
ſecond of Darius the Perſian, in whoſe reign 
the Temple was rebuilt; it muſt therefore 


follow, that if this Darius was the ſame with 


him who was conquered by Alexander, that 


then his reign muſt have been above 200 
years, according to this author : an abſurdity, 


too great to be admitted, even for a moment. 


Again, in the firſt chapter of the book of 
your wars, he ſays it was 481 years after the 


return of the people into Judea from Babylon 


to 
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to the death of Hyrcanus, the High Prieſt, 
the ſon of Simon. And in the 16th chapter 
of the iſt book of Judas Maccabeus, we are 
informed, that it was in the eleventh month 
of the 137th year of the kingdom of the 
Greeks when Simon was murdered by Pto- 
kmy. Now as Hyrcanus lived about 29 
years after the death of his father, if we add 
theſe 29 to 137, it gives 166 for the year of 
the Grecian æra, or the reign of the Greeks 
over Syria, at the time of the death of Hyr- 
canus. According to Joſephus, then, it was 
481 years from the 166th year of this æra to 
the return from Babylon. Now it is allowed 
by him, that from the death of Hyrcanus to 
the deſtruction of the Temple by Titus, was 
at leaſt 170 years; according to him, there- 
fore, it muſt be above 650 years from the 
return from Babylon to the time that Titus 
deſtroyed the Temple. 

In addition to what is here ſaid, we might 
quote many other places from his works to 


prove this fact; but it were needleſs to make 


any more, as theſe are fully ſufficient to ſhew, 


that we do not reckon a ſhorter time than he 


did, from the Babylonian captivity to the de- 
molition of the Temple by the Romans. And 


ſince 


( 49 ] 
fince Mr. Levi owns (page 45, Letter 1.) that 


Daniel's 70 weeks meant 490 years, it muſt 


follow that the Meſſiah 7s come, and did come 
long before the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and 
your expulſion out of Judea; whether thoſe years 
began when the prediction was made known un- 
to Daniel, or commenced with the going forth 
of any of the commandments, that were iſſued 
out by the Kings of Perſia, for the reſtoration 
of the people, and the rebuilding of the city. 

> Theſe things being thus adjuſted, we might 
now proceed immediately to the more particu- 
Er conſideration, and more full explanation, 


| of the whole of this marvellous prediction; 


concerning which Mr. Levi has ſo courageoully 
thrown down his gauntlet to every profeſſor of 


"Chriſtianity. However, previous to this, I beg 


leave to ſay a word or two more reſpecting the 
Chronology. And firſt, we mult obſerve, that 
Judas Maccabzus incontrovertibly connects the 
ra that he makes uſe of with that of the Ro- 
man hiſtorians ; by informing us that Nurhe- 
nius the Ambaſſador, whom Simon the High 
Prieſt ſent to Rome with the golden ſhield of 
one thouſand pounds weight, returned with 
His company from Rome in the 164th year 
of that æra; and that Lucius was then Conſul 
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at Rome, i. e. Lucius Cæcilius Metellus Cal- 
vus; whoſe Conſulſhip appears to have been 
in the 610th year of the building of Rome, 
according to the zra of Veronia. 

In the next place we obſerve, that Ezra's ac- 
count of the Perſian Kings is alſo clearly con- 
nected with that of the æra of the Grecian hiſto- 
rians; firſt, by his acquainting us in which of 
their reigns it was that the Temple was re- 
built, and next by the Grecians informing us 
of the exact time when the famous battle of 
Marathon was fought ; and that it was in the 
reign of the ſame King of Perſia, For as 
Ezra informs us that the building of the 
Temple was began in the ſecond and ended 
in the ſixth year of the reign of Darius the 
Perſian; ſo alſo Plutarch tells us, in his Ca- 
mill. that the ever memorable victory Which 
the Grecians gained over the Perſians, in the 
fields of Marathon, was on the 6th day of 
the month Boedromion; the third month in 

the Attic Calendar after the Summer Solſtice, 
in the 3d year of the 72d Olympiad ; when 
Phannipus was Prætor at Athens. And this 
year Severus Sulpitius (1. I. Sac. Hiſt.) ſays, 
was the 32d year of this Darius: with whom 


alſo agrees Thucydides, lib. I. for he ſays, it 
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was ten years before Xerxes paſſed over into 
Greece and entered Athens. This, therefore, 
connects the Sacred with the Grecian Hiſtory, 
beyond the poſſibility of a doubt. And becauſe 


this is agreeable to the account which we have 


tranſmitted to us by Ptolemy, I have choſen to 
follow his canon in the latter part of our Chro- 
nology. For it is well known that he was a 
man every way qualified, both by his ability 
and integrity, to make thoſe reſearches into 
ancient hiſtory, which he hath handed down 
to us in his works. And as he flouriſhed in the 
time of that Emperor of Rome who ſucceeded 
him that expelled you out of Judea, and was 


by birth an Egyptian, it cannot be doubted, 


but that he was as fully acquainted with the 


annals of thoſe nations of whom he hath 


wrote, as any hiſtorian of that time. Beſides, 
as he was a celebrated mathematician, he was 


4 duly qualified to correct his accounts by that 


method which is pointed out to us by Moſes, 
in the firſt chapter of the book of Geneſis, 
when he tells us, “God ſaid, let there be 
lights in the firmament of the Heaven, to 
divide the day from the night; and let 
them be for ſigns and for ſeaſons, and 
for days and years; and let them be 


& for lights in the firmament of the Hea- 
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6 yen, to give light upon the earth; and it 
& was ſo;”—that is to ſay, by aſtronomical ob- 
ſervations, and arithmetical computations ; by 
both of which we are to keep and correCt our 
accounts of time. Which method, being the 
only proper one that can be made uſe of for ve- 
rifying paſt events; I ſhall endeavour thereby in 
the ſubſequent part of this Epiſtle, to prove the 
truth of this hiſtorical Chronology ; that 1s to 
ſay, by the moſt authentic obſervations of the 
moſt ſkilful obſervers, and the moſt accurate 
catculations that are within the ſphere of my 
ability. At preſent, however, I ſhall wave this 
conſideration, and proceed on our explanation 
of this grand prediction; the tranſlation of 
which, Mr. Levi hath given us in his Letters 
in the following words :—* Seventy weeks 
are determined upon thy people, and upon 
thy holy city, to finiſh the tranſgreſſion, 
& and to make an end of fins, and to make 
e reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in 
<« everlaſting righteouſneſs, and to ſeal up the 
e vifion and prophecy, and to anoint the Moſt 


Holy. Know therefore and underſtand (that) 
from the going forth of the commandment 


« to reſtore and to build Jeruſalem, unto the 
e anointed Prince (ſhall be) ſeven weeks, and 
e threeſcore and two weeks the ſtreet ſhall 
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« be built again, and the wall, even in trou- 
« blous times; and after threeſcore and two 
ce get l, ſhall the anointed be cut off, and not 
« to him. And the city and ſanctuary fhall 


be deſtroyed (by) the people of the Prince 
„ that ſhall come; and the end thereof ſhall 


« be with a flood, and unto the end of the 


e war defolations are determined. And he 


% ſhall confirm the covenant with many for 
„ one week: and half the week he ſhall cauſe 


* the ſacrifice and the oblation to ceaſe, and 
for the overſpreading of abominations he 
6 ſhall make it deſolate, even until the con- 


e ſummation, (and) that (is) determined {hall 
ebe poured upon the deſolate.” | 

Now I do not perceive that Mr. Levi mate- 
rially differs herein from our tranſlation, any 
where but in his explanation of the words 
0 PN), which he ſays fignify to him ; but 
becauſe theſe words do not make good ſenſe 
with the context, he afterwards endeavours 
to explain it farther, by ſaying that the 
meaning of it is, there ſhall be no more 
of him.” This conſequently muſt imply 
the death of the perſon here ſpoken of, and 
that he was to be taken away by an untimely 
death ; which is tantamount to our tranſlation. 


Now 


1 


Now if we duly conſider the whole of this 
great Prophecy, we ſhall find there 1s herein 
two diſtin& parts; the former being intro- 
duQory, the latter explanatory. And in the 
firſt we find the Angel Gabriel informs the 
prophet of the time that was determined upon 
the people and upon the holy city, and of 
God's gracious intentions to his people during 
and at the end of this time ; which we find 
was to terminate with making reconciliation 
for iniquity, and bringing in everlaſting righ- 
teouſneſs: but in this part there is no mention 
made of the time when theſe ſeventy weeks 
were to begin. This therefore is farther ex- 
plained in the ſecond part, by the Angel's 
delivering the remainder of the prediction, 
and ſaying, 4 Know therefore and underſtand, 
e that from the going forth of the command- 
c ment to reſtore and to build Jeruſalem, unto 
the Meſſiah the Prince (or the anointed 
Prince) ſhall be (d ya ya Shavungeem 
„ fhivngeem) ſeven times ſeventy weeks.” 
Here therefore, for the more certain con- 
firmation of the Prophecy, the time was 
repeated: ſeven times ſeventy being the ſame 
as ſeventy times ſeven, that is each 490. 

| « And 


1 


« And theſe ſeventy weeks are without doubt 
« four hundred and ninety years.” And as 
in the former part of the Prophecy the Angel 
declared the time of the termination, ſo he 
here did that of the commencement, of theſe 
four hundred and ninety years; that 1s, that 
they were to commence with the iſſuing forth 
of the commandment to reſtore, and to build 
Jeruſalem ; and to terminate with making re- 

* conciliation for iniquity, and bringing in ever- 

* laſting righteouſneſs : and this is exprefled, 1 
think, as plain as language can make it. Dr. 
Prieſtly therefore errs in ſaying that theſe 
years were to terminate with the appointment 
of the Meſhah to his office; if he means 
thereby the beginning of his miſſion. And 
he miſ- ſtates the Angel's declaration, when he 
ſays, (in page 35 of the ſecond part of his 
Letters) Know therefore and underſtand, 
that from the going forth of the command- 
* ment to reſtore and build Jeruſalem unto 
„ Meſſiah the Prince, ſhall be ſeven weeks and 
* fixty and two weeks, that is, fixty-nine weeks.” 
For I cannot find that the Angel any where 
lays any ſuch thing. This therefore is a phan- 
tom of the Doctor's imagination, grounded on 


ſome wrong hypotheſis. Let us therefore adhere 


to 
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to the literal declaration of the Angel, and we 
ſhall then find, the whole prediction relative to 
the anointed Prince was perfectly accompliſhed 
in due time. To this end then we muſt firſt 
take notice, that from the time this prediction 
was made known unto Daniel by the Angel 
Gabriel, to that of the rebuilding of Jeruſa- 
lem, it appears there were only four command- 
ments iflued forth by any earthly potentate ; 
relative either to the reſtoration, the rebuilding 


of the holy city, its walls, or the Temple : and 


theſe four commiſſions were, — Fit, that of 
Cyrus in the firſt year of his reign ; which we 
have recorded in the 2d, 3d, and 4th verſes of 
the 1ſt chapter of the book of Ezra; but this 
commands nothing more than the return of 
the people, and their rebuilding the Temple. 
The ſecond we find was that of Darius the 
Perſian, who ſucceeded the Cyrus, Ahaſuerus, 
and Artaxerxes of Ezra; and this we have re- 
corded in the 6th chapter of the book of Ez- 
ra; and which, we learn from thence, was 
only to enforce that of Cyrus, for the rebuild- 
ing of the Temple. The third, it appears, 
was that of Artaxerxes who reigned after Da- 
rius, which was given to Ezra, and of which 
we have alſq the copy in the 7th chapter of 
15 the 
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the book of Ezia. Now this commiſhon, we 
Hund, was more ample, gave much greater pri- 
vileges, and more extenſive authority to Ezra 


and the people than both the former. For all 


the people were thereby at liberty to return, 
that were minded of their own free will to go 
vp to Jeruſalem with Ezra: And this excel- 
lent man was, in fact, thereby appointed fole 
Governor of Judea, being commanded to ſet 
Magiſtrates and Judges, ſuch as knew the 
Jaws of God, to judge all the people, and to 


teach them that knew them not, and to exe- 
gute judgment on them who would not do the 


law of his God; whether to impriſonment, to 
eonfiſcation of goods, to baniſhment, or unto 
death. This therefore was the moſt ample 
of all, as we have but one more recorded in 
Holy writ after this ; namely, that of the ſame 
King to Nehemiah, and which we have regi(- 
tered in the 2d chapter of the book that bears 


is name; whereby authority was given unto 
him, to repair the gates of the palace, the 


4 wall of the city, and the houſe that he 
* ſhould enter into;“ vide Nehemiah, ch. ii. 
but no mention is herein made of any reſto- 
tation or return of the people: on the contrary, 
e find Nehemiah went up alone to Jeruſa- 

1 lem. 


8 1 


lem. But from the x4th verſe of the 5th 
chapter we learn, that he was appointed Go- 
vernor of Judah, in the 20th year of- Artax- 
erxes; (the time when he made his requeſt to 
the King, vide ch. ii.) and ſo continued to the 
two and thirtieth year (and perhaps longer) 
of that King's reign. If therefore we are to 
reckon the commencement of theſe 490 years 


at the going forth of any commandment _ 


iſſued out by human authority to reſtore and 
to build Jeruſalem, it muſt be one of thok: 
Hued out by Artaxerxes: and of theſe two, 
it muſt be allowed by every judicious perſon, 
that Ezra's beſt anſwered to the Angel's de- 
{cription ; as granting full authority both for 
the reſtoration of the people, and the building 
of the city. If this be admitted, it will ther 
follow, from what we have before ſaid of the 
time of the 7th year of this King's reign, that 
theſe 490 years began in the 143d year afte: 
Jeconiah's captivity ; and conſequently that 
they ended in the 633d year after he wa 
carried away to Babylon. Then reconciliation 
was made for iniquity, and everlaſting rightc- 
ouſneſs brought in * the Meffiah, Jeſus the 
Chriſt. 
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Now according to the Chronology of the 
World, which we have here given, you will 
clearly perceive that the 633d year after Je- 
coniah's captivity, was the 18th year of the 


Roman Emperor Tiberias Cæſar. But ac- 
cording to Mr. Levi's aſſertions in pages 
% and 58 of his firſt Letters, this event 
has not yet taken place: and according to 
him, your preſent captivity 1s to bring in 
Now herein, 
J chink, you muſt admit, that he contradicts 
bath the Angel and himſelf; ſince he allows 
the 70 weeks doubtleſs meant 490 years ;” 
and we here ſee they muſt have been be- 
gun and ended many ages ſince: yea moſt 
alturedly before the deſtruction of the holy 
city. And again, his affertions, that by the 
final reſtoration of your people all nations of 
the earth will be brought to the knowledge of 
the true God, cannot be juſt ; becauſe many 
nations of the world already believe in, and 
adore the one great Jehovah as the true God, 
But we know no reconcihation can be made 
With him for iniquity, by any human crea» 
ture, any mere man. For the Holy Spirit, by 


the royal Pſalmiſt, ſays, No man may deliver 
his brother, nor make agreement unto God 
5 12 
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& for him, for it coſt more to redeem ther 
& ſouls, ſo that he muſt let that alone for ever; 
« yea though he live long and ſee not the 
& grave.“ We therefore know that pardon 
and falvation was not to be obtained for uz 
from the Father, but through and by the 
coming of his Son, the Meſſiah; and hi 
making an atonement for us, as our High 
Prieſt, But how was he to make this atone: 
ment? Not by offering up the blood of bull; 
or the blood of goats: for the prophet Micah 
bears teſtimony, that this atonement could not 
be made, but by doing juſtice, loving mercy, 
and walking humbly with God the Father 
This ſtrictly and completely did Jeſus Chriſt, 
and no one elſe beſide him. If therefore it be 
proved that he did this at the time and in the 
manner foretold in this great prediction, it 
muſt then follow that he was the Meſſiah. 

| Now we have already obſerved that of al 
the commiſſions ever granted by any of the 
Kings of Perſia, in favour of your nation, 
none anſwers to the deſcription revealed to 
the prophet, but that given by Artaxerxes to 
Ezra. The moſt intelligent Chriſtians there 
fore (however ſome may be of a different 
opinion) do doubtleſs fix this as the period) 

; from 
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from whence to begin the ſeven weeks that 
were to commence with the going forth of * 
the commandment, or the word, (as Mr. 
Levi ſeems to like the term better) to reſtore 


and to build Jeruſalem. Now according to 
* our Chronology, which I muſt take for true, 


unleſs it can be diſproved, there have elapſed 
2245 years nearly, ſince Ezra received his com- 
miſſion from King Artaxerxes, for the return 


of the people, the Prieſts, and the Levites; 


for enquiring concerning Judah and Jeruſalem, 


according to the law of God; for reſtoring 
juſtice to the people, and cauſing obedience to 
be made to the law of God, and to the la of 
the King; vide Ezra, ch. vii. And from the 
gth verſe of this chapter we find, this learned 
Scribe went up from Babylon on the firſt day 


of the firſt month; and arrived at Jeruſalem 


on the firſt day of the fifth month. And in 
the 311t verſe of the 8th chapter we are in- 
formed, that they began their march from 
the river Ahava on the 12th day of the firſt 
month. 

Hence we perceive, for certain, they began 
their journey nearly at the time of the paſſover: 
and from theſe peculiar circumſtances, by proper 
computations and calculations, we may deter- 
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mine preciſely the very day of the month, ac- 


cording to our Kalendars, when Ezra began 
his march with the people. But in order to 


do this clearly and ſatisfactorily, we muſt here 
obſerve, firſt, that according to accurate cal- 
culations, in the Aſtronomical Ephemeridies 
for the preſent times, it appears that the new 
moon which uſhers in your preſent year, is on 
the 26th of March, at 6 hours 46 minutes after 
noon. Now from the moſt exact obſervations, 
the length of one mean Junation, is nearly 
2,551,443 ſeconds 3-thirds, (I think, if I 
remember right, your Rabbi Samuel reckons 
it from Hipparchus 2,551,443 feconds) and 
the exact length of the tropical year is equal 
to 31,556,937 ſeconds ; if therefore we mul- 
tiply 2245 by 31,556,937 ſeconds it gives us 
70845,323,565 ſeconds, which divided by 
2,551,443 ſeconds, ſhews the number of lu- 
nations to be 27,766 and 1,957,227 ſeconds 
over, equal to 22 days 15 hours 40 minutes 27 
ſeconds; and if we divide the 70845,323,565 
{ſeconds by 86,400, the number of ſeconds 
in 24 hours, or 1 day, we have 819,969 
days 33 minutes 45 ſeconds for the num- 
of days, hours, minutes and ſeconds, from 
the new moon ſucceeding the vernal equinox 

this 
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this year to the ſame number of ſecon 43 
after the vernal equinox when Ezra went up 


from Babylon to go to Jeruſalem. And if we 


divide this number of days by 7 it gives us, 
; for the number of weeks, days, hours, mi- 
nutes and ſeconds, 117,138 weeks 3 days 32 
minutes 45 ſeconds. And fince the day of 
the vernal new moon this year is full three 
days after our ſabbath, and therefore four 
days after yours; and that the moon on this 
* fame day 2245 years ago, was 6 days 21 
J hours 2 minutes 36 ſeconds old. The new 
© moon was then on the ſame nominal day 
of the week as it is this year, only 7 days, 
Kc. ſooner in that than in this year; that 
is to ſay, the vernal new moon that year 
was in our month of March, at 19 days. 9 
hours 25 minutes : and if hereto we add 15 
days, it gives the 3d of April for the day of 
the month whereon the paſſover fell in that 
year. Now it cannot be well denied, becauſe 
it may be fully proved, that 1755 years have 
; paſſed away ſince Jeſus was crucified : and the 
four Evangeliſts, all of whom were men of 
your nation, have jointly and together amply 
teſtified, that Chriſt was cut off at the time of 
the paſſover, in the 18th year of the Roman 
Emperor 
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Emperor Tibetias Cæſar: and farther, that it 
was on the eve of your ſabbath, and conſe- 
quently on the nominal day of our week, 
which we call Friday. | 

In the next place, I find by calculation, that 
the new moon that year was on the 3d of our 
month of April. For, by multiplying 1755 by 
31,556,937, the number of ſeconds in one year, 
we get 55382,424,435, the number of ſeconds 
from the time of the new moon neareſt the ver- 
nal equinox in this year, to that time, at the 
ſame number of ſeconds, after the vernal equi- 
nox in the year that Jeſus was crucified. And 
if we divide 55382,424,435, the number of 
ſeconds contained in theſe 1755 years, By 
2,551,443, the number of ſeconds contained 
in one lunation, we get 2170 lunations 9 days 
6 hours 57 minutes 57 ſeconds for the number 
of lunations, hours, minutes and ſeconds, that 
are contained in theſe years. 

Hence we find, that the time of the vernal 
new moon in the 18th year of the reign of Ti- 
berias was on April the 3d, 23 h. 57 min. 55 ſec. 
and if we deduct 15 days from this time, we 
have the time of the full moon for that year, 
neareſt to the equinox. And by taking theſe 
1755 years from the 2245 years, the time 
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from the vernal equinox this year, to that 
when Ezra went up from Babylon to Jeruſa- 
lem; we get 490 years, for the time that 
elapſed from the equinox, when he began his 
march, to the paſſover at the crucifixion of Je- 


us; and this to the very day. This part of the 


Prophecy was therefore then accompliſhed in 
Chriſt : and on this day alſo was the third part 
of this Prophecy fulfilled in him : namely, 
«© And after threeſcore and two weeks ſhall 
Meſſiah be cut off, but not for himſelf.” 


But for the preſent I ſhall defer the conſider- 


tion of this prediction, becauſe we find it does 
Not follow the foregoing one, the next in order. 
On the contrary, we have another inſerted be- 


*twixt this and that; and it ſhould ſeem, that 


the Holy Spirit did this on purpoſe; in order to 
prevent the folly of men from combining to- 
gether, that which was totally ſeparate and diſ- 
tin&, the one from the other. For we plainly 
perceive, that immediately after the Angel had 
faid to the Prophet, „Know therefore and 
„ underſtand, that, from the going forth of 
40 the r to reſtore, and to build 


| 4 Jeruſalem, unto the Meſſiah the Prince, 


* ſhall be ſeven (or ſeven times ſeventy) 


wt weeks,” then fays, And (in) threeſcore 
e and two weeks the ſtreet ſhall be built 


K again, 
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* again, and the wall, even in troublous 
te times.” A prediction totally unconnected 
with that relative to the Meſſiah. And both 
Mr. Levi and Dr. Prieſtly, as well as many 
others, have greatly erred in their conceptions 
of the meaning of this prediction, as well as 
of that which follows it. For, if I miſtake 
not, the expreſſion of the Angel, in the He- 
brew, intimates that theſe weeks, or days, 
were to be reckoned according to a leſſer com- 
putation. And this appears to be true; for 
Nehemiah informs us, that the walls were 
rebuilt by him, and finiſhed on the 25th day 
of the month Elul; vide Nehemiah, ch. viii. 
ver. 15. And Joſephus acquaints us, that they 
were finiſhed on the 25th day of the month 
Elul, in the 28th year of the reign of King Ar- 
taxerxes. Vide Joſephus' Antiq. lib. XI. ch. v. 

Hence then, from the joint information of 
Nehemiah and Joſephus, we come to- the 
knowledge of the preciſe day, and year of 
the completion of the building up of the walls 
When alſo, it ſhould ſeem, that ſtreet was 


finiſhed, emphatically called by the Angel, 


« the ſtreet,” As it is highly probable this 
ſtreet was that which 1s called in the 10th 
chapter of Ezra, The freet of the Houſe of 
& God.” Wherein, we learn, all the people 
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met and ſet down, when all the men of Judah 
and Benjamin had gathered themſelves toge- 

ther unto Jeruſalem ; in conſequence of the 
proclamation that had been iſſued out by Ex- 


m, the Princes, and the Elders, throughout 


| all Judah and Jeruſalem : on account of their 


having taken ſtrange wives of the people of 


the land. And this ſtreet alſo, was probably 
that ſtreet, where we are told the people met 


topether as one man; to {peak unto Ezra the 


Seribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moſes, 
Which the Lord had commanded to Iſrael. 
Ind which book, we learn, Ezra did bring, 


and that he read therein from morning until 


"mid-day, in that ſtreet; and this both before 
| the men and the women, from a pulpit of 
"Wood made for that purpoſe: and ſet up on the 
firſt day of the ſeventh month. We therefore 
beonclude this was the ſtreet here ſpoken of by 
"the Angel. 
+ This prediction, therefore, of the building 
| of the ſtreet and the walls, being accomplithed 
4 in the 28th year of Artaxerxes, it is plain theſe 
| threeſcore and two weeks, or 434 days, could 
not ſignify 434 years. For, from the time 
J at Gabriel made this prediction known unto 
che Prophet, until that when the walls were 


K 2 finiſhed, 
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finiſhed, was only about one hundred and four 
years; and from the time that King Cyrus 
gave commandment for rebuilding the Tem- 
ple was only 102 years; and from that of 
King Artaxerxes unto Ezra only twenty-one 
years; and from that of the ſame King unto 
Nehemiah not quite nine years. Hence it 1; 
evident, that theſe threeſcore and two weeks, 
if they had alſo meant ſo many weeks of years, 
could not have commenced in either of the 
years when theſe commandments went forth: 
but there were no other commandments, as we 
have obſerved before, iſſued out by any royal 
authority but theſe four. "Theſe threeſcote 
and two weeks then, it 1s very evident, were to 
be reckoned according io a leſſer computation «f 
time; and that theſe 434 days were to ſignity 
either 434 months, or 434 weeks, or 434 
common days. But it appears they did not 
mean 434 months, for ſo many months amount 
to between thirty-three and thirty-four years; 
which time alſo does not anſwer to the dates 
of either of the commiſſions, Neither did it 
mean ſo many common days, to commence 
when Nehemiah and the people began to 
build; for we learn from chapter the 6th, that 
this was but 52 days, It evidently appears, 
therefore, 
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therefore, that theſe threeſcore and two weeks, 
or 434 prophetic days, meant 434 common 
weeks; to be reckoned from the time that 
Nehemiah received his commiſſion : which 


was, as we have before mentioned, in the 


. 2oth year of Artaxerxes. 


For he tells us, in 
his firſt chapter, that in the month Chiſleu, in 
the 2oth year, he was in Shuſan the Palace, 
when Hanani, one of his brethren, and certain 


men of Judah came to him, of whom he en- 
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quired concerning the Jews that were left of the 


captivity, and concerning Jeruſalem. And in 
anſwer to this enquiry, we find, they informed 
him, that thoſe who remained of the captivity 


in the province, were in great affliction and 
= reproach, That the walls of Jeruſalem were 
broken down, and the gates thereof burned 


| with fire. 


At the hearing of which news, he 


acquaints us in his firſt chapter, he was ſo griev- 


ed, that he prayed to the great God of Heaven 
that he might find mercy in the fight of the 
King ; being then his cup-bearer. And in the 
ſecond chapter he goes on and informs us, that 
in the month Niſan, in the ſame year of the 
King's reign, he made a requeſt to the King, 
to ſend him unto Judah, unto the city of his 
father's fepulchres, that he might build it. 
And 
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And that the King granted him his requeſt, 
according to the good hand of his God upon 
him. Whereupon, it appears, he went up to 
Jeruſalem, with ſome Captains of the army 
and ſome horſemen, which the King had ſent 
with him; and at this time, he expreſsly tells 
us, he was appointed Governor of the Land 
of Judah. For in the 5th chapter he ſays, 
« Moreover from the time that I was ap- 
pointed to be their Governor in the Land 
& of Judah from the twentieth year, even unto 
the two and thirtieth of Artaxerxes the King, 
IJ and my brethren have not eaten the bread 
© of the Governor.“ | 

Now if we reckon back 4 34 weeks, or 3038 
days, from the 15th day of the month Elul, 
in the 28th year of this King's reign, it brings 
us up to the middle of the month Zif, or Har, 
in the 2oth year of his reign ; the very next 
month after the month Niſan, in which we 
are informed Nehemiah made his requeſt to 
the King; and was therefore, I make no doubt, 
the very month in which he received the King's 


commiſſion to rebuild the walls of Jeruſalem. 


This therefore plainly ſhews, the prediction 
was then fulfilled. And that the walls were 
built in troublous times, Nehemiah himſelf 
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amply teſtifies ; as he declares they builded 
with one hand, whilſt they held a ſword in 
the other, to defend themſelves againſt theic 
enemies. 

Hence then, it plainly appears, theſe three- 
core and two weeks, according to the Angel's 
declaration, were to be reckoned by a very dif- 


ferent method of calculation; and that they did 
not mean 434 years, nor 434 months, but 434 
common weeks. No mortal man, therefore, 


could poſſibly have underſtood this myſtical 
expreſſion, until the accompliſhment of this 


prediction; unleſs by a revelation from God. 


And the reaſon why theſe things were thus 
# wrapped up in a myſtery, the Lord of Hoſts 


* himſelf hath declared, by his ſervants the 


Prophets: for he declares to the Houſe of 
> Iſrael by the Prophet Iſaiah; . 1 have ſhewed 
24 thee new things from this time, even hid- 
den things, and thou didſt not know them. 
Vea thou heardeſt not, yea thou kneweſt 
a not, yea from the time that thine ear 
was not opened. For I knew that thou 
> © wouldeſt deal very treacherouſly, and waſt 
F called a tranſgreſſor from thy womb. I 
= © am the Lord, and that is my name, and my 


glory will I not give unto another, neither 
66 my 
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% my praiſe to graven images. Behold the 
* former things are come to paſs, and new 
* things do I declare; before they ſpring 
&« forth I tell you of them. I have declared 


« the former things from the beginning, and 


e they went forth out of my mouth, and I 
% ſhewed them: I did them ſuddenly and they 
* came to paſs; becauſe I knew that thou 
art obſtinate, and thy neck is an iron ſinew, 
and thy brow braſs. I have even from the 
& beginning declared it to thee, left thou 
„ ſhouldeſt ſay, mine idol hath done them; 


« and my graven image and my molten image 


« hath commanded them.” Hear this, then, 
O ye ſeed of the Houle of Iſrael, and be ye 
no longer ſtift-necked ; but get ye right hum- 
bly to the Lord our God, and attentively con- 
ſider his ways; for he knows what he think- 
eth towards you, and concerning you. For 
his thoughts are not as your thoughts, nor 
his ways as your ways: for, as his ſervant 
Moſes ſays, * The ſecret things belong unto 
* the Lord our God ; but thoſe things that 
* are revealed, belong unto us and to our 
« poſterity forever; that we may obſerve and 
* do all the words of his law.” Let us there- 
fore proceed, ſeriouſly and fincerely, to con- 
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nder the third prediction of this great Pro- 


phecy : which, according to our tranſlation, 


18 as follows: © And after threeſcore and two 
«weeks ſhall Meſſiah be cut off, but not 
for himſelf.” And according to Mr. Levi, 
- « And after threeſcore and two weeks 
& ſhall the Anointed be cut off, and not to 
him.” Now he acknowledges that none 
can properly and emphatically be called 7he 


Anointed, but the King, the High Prieſt, the 


Eprd's Anointed. But who can properly be 
fnd to be the Lord's Anointed * but he in 
hom the Spirit of God dwelleth. And who 
is he but that Divine Perſonage whom Daniel 


w in his night viſions, in the firſt year of 


the reign of Belſhazzar King of Babylon ? For 
farecly he muſt ſpeak of him alone when he ſays, 
© ſaw in the night viſions, and behold one 
like the Son of Man came with the clouds 
of Heaven, and came to the Ancient of 


Days, and they brought him near before 
4 him. And there was given him dominion 
Fand glory, and a kingdom, that all people, 


nations and languages, ſhould ſerve him: his 
# dominion is an everlaſting dominion, which 
ſhall not paſs away, and his kingdom that 
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„ whieh ſhall not be deſtroyed: and all do- 


& minions ſhall ſerve and obey him.“ 

The Meſſiah, therefore, of Daniel, being 
the ſame great perſonage who 1s here ſpoken 
of; could not be the King Agrippa, of whom 
Mr. Levi ſpeaks ; nor any other mere human 
Prince. And whoever duly conſiders this 
prediction, muſt plainly perceive that it 18 as 
perfectly detached from that of the ſeventy 
weeks; as is the foregoing one of threeſcore 
and two weeks, at the end of which the ſtrect 
and the walls were to be rebuilt, in troublous 
times. Neither are they any way conneCted 
with the latter part of the verſe, as Mr. Levi in 
his laſt letter to Dr. Prieſtly fays they are, any 
farther than this; that the people of the Prince 
that were to come and deſtroy the city, were 
to be inſtrumental in cutting off the Meſſial. 
But Mr. Levi was more juſt in his conceptions, 
when he thought the end of theſe threeſcore 


and two weeks, were to terminate at the ſame 


time with the ſeventy weeks; for they cer- 


tainly were coincident. And from hence it 5 
molt certain, all thoſe writers are miſtaken, 
who have in their own imaginations, combined 
ſeven weeks and ſixty- two weeks together to 


make 
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fecrifice once for all : 


make ſixty- nine; and then ſaid that Chriſt 
was cut off at the end of ſixty- nine weeks of 
years. But notwithſtanding this, we muſt 
aver, that Mr. Levi's explanation of the whole 
of this great Prophecy, is alſo totally incompa- 
ble with the words of the prediction. And 


bis arguments like theirs muſt likewiſe be in- 


concluſive ; becauſe he alſo does not abide by 
the expreſs words of the Angel. But to return 
to the more particular conſideration of theſe 
threeſcore and two weeks; we muſt firſt declare, 
the reaſon why we believe theſe weeks and 
the ſeventy were to terminate together; which 


Is, that reconciliation was then to be made for 


iniquity, by the Meſſiah's making a full com- 
pletion of his father's will; through the offer- 
Ing up of his body as an acceptable and a daily 
and this in conformity to 
the expreſs words of this prediction. For as it 
is allowed, that the 490 prophetic days, con- 
tained in the 70 weeks, meant 490 years; and 


| that in threeſcore and two weeks there are 434 
days; it muſt follow, that theſe days could not 
mean days of years, like the 70 weeks: for if 


they had, and had commenced at the going 
forth of any of the commiſſions iflued out by 


any human authority, in favour of your na- 
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tion; they would not have correſponded with 
the times: neither could they correſpond there- 
with, if they meant days of weeks, or days of 
months. But as they muſt ſignify one or the 
other, we know they muſt have began at ſome 
other period; and that period could be no 


other than that of the birth of the Meſſiah. 


Hence we come alſo to know, that theſe 434 
days did not mean ſo many common weeks, 
but ſo many ſabbatical months, each con ſiſt- 
ing of four weeks; amounting in the whole 
to one thouſand ſeyen hundred and thirty-ſix 
common weeks, or twelve thouſand one hun- 
dred and fifty-two common days; being uit 
thirty-three years and ninety-nine days, allow- 
ing for leap years. And ſo long did the Son 
of God take up his abode here on earth, from 
the time that he took up to the time that he 
laid down his life, 

But perhaps you will be ready to ſay, that 
with reſpe& to the time of Chriſt's abode on 
earth, from his birth to his crucifixion, even 


_ Chriſtians themſelves are not agreed as to its 
duration. To this I have only to anſwer, - 


that men are fallible beings; and that to go 


right there is but one path, but to go wrong 


there are numberleſs ways. And what is here 
advanced, 


gvhich finiſh that famous book. 
prophet ſays, I heard but I underſtood 
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advanced, is fully confirmed by the joint teſti- 


mony of faithful inſpired hiſtorians and aſtro- 
nomical calculations. But before we arrange 
the facts that prove the truth of this aſſertion, 


we muſt beg leave to obſerve; that it is not 
| $1 this prediction only, that the Holy Spirit, 
. by theſe prophetic days, meant fo many 


months; ſeeing we have two others alſo in 
the book of this prophet, which likewiſe ſig- 
pified ſo many months as there are days in 
thoſe predictions ; ; both of which we have re- 
corded in the laſt chapter of his writings: 
and we there find they are the final words 
For the 


* not, then ſaid 10 my Lord, what ſhall be 
iT the end of theſe things; and he ſaid, go 


| * thy way, Daniel, for the words are cloſed 


« up and fealed till the time of the end. 
Many ſhall be purified and made white and 
# tried, but the wicked ſhall do wickedly ; 
* and none of the wicked ſhall underſtand ; 
„but the wiſe thall underſtand, And from the 


ee time that the daily ſacrifice ſhall be taken 


. away, and the abomination that maketh de- 


5 ; [66 folate ſet up, there ſhall be a thouſand two 
« hundred and ninety days, Blefled is he that 


„ waiteth 
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<« waiteth and cometh to the thouſand three 
hundred and five and thirty days. But go 
* thou thy way till the end be; for thou 
« ſhalt reſt and ſtand in thy lot at the end of 
the days.” 

Now with reſpect to theſe two predictions; 
the former expreſsly declares, both the time 
when theſe days were to commence and when 
they were to terminate; that is to ſay, that 
the 1290 days were to begin with the taking 
away the daily ſacrifice, and to end with the 

ſetting up the abomination of deſolation, by the 
Romans; for it 1s ſaid, they ſhall pollute the 


f 1 
7 

* 1 
P 

7 | 


& nation that maketh deſolate,” Ver. 31. By 
which words could not be meant the taking 
away of the daily ſacrifice, and ſetting up an 
abomination by Antiochus Epiphanes; be- 
cauſe the Angel here ſpeaks of another power 
ſubſequent to him. Neither did that deſolation 
follow, after his polluting the Temple; as it 
did after its pollution by the Romans. And if 


of Chriſt to his Diſciples, which we have re- 
corded in the 24th chapter of St. Matthew; 
then it is certain, that this abomination had 
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« ſanctuary of ſtrength, and ſhall take away the 
& daily ſacrifice, and they ſhall place the abomi- 


to theſe conſiderations, we add the declaration 


not 
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Pot been ſet up before the time when he made 


that declaration: for he there ſays, When 


« ye ſhall ſee the abomination of defolation, 


„ ſpoken of by Daniel the Prophet, ftand in 


f : the holy place, (whoſo readeth let him un- 


« derſtand) then let them which be in Judea 


. flee into the mountains, &c. &c.— For then 


« ſhall be great tribulation, ſuch as was not 
„ ſince the beginning of the world to this 
„time; no nor ever ſhalt be. And except 


e thoſe days ſhould be ſhortened, there ſhould 
3 e no fleſh be ſaved : but for the Elect's fake 
* thoſe days thall be ſhortened.” From which 
» words it is fully evident, Chriſt was here 
| {peaking of the abomination of deſolation, that 
was to be afterwards ſet up by the Romans; 
and of that horrid war that followed between 
your forefathers and them. 


This being admitted, I fay it is then very 


plain, that theſe 1290 days here ſignified 1290 
months. 


bY 


For from hence it is evident, that 


the abomination was to be ſet up previous to 
your expulſion out of Judea; and yet not till 

the Temple was deſtroyed; ſince it was ta 

ſtand on the holy place. 

Now you muſt acknowledge that there 

3 0 could be no ſacrifices offered up, even accord- 


ing 


( 8 ] 

ing to the Moſaic temporal inſtitution, after 
the Temple was deſtroyed by Titus Veſpaſian. 
And from that time to your total expulſion 
was not ſeventy years. Thefe days, therefore, 
could not, nor did not, ſignify fo many years, 
but ſo many months. And they certainly 
began when the victorious Jeſus; (or Joſhua) 
the great Immanuel, Chrift the Lord of 
Glory; once for all, offered up his body, a 
facrifice for fins : and afterwards forever ſet 
down at the right hand of God the Father, 
from thenceforth expecting till his enemies be 
made his footſtool. Now fince this was, as 
we have before ſhewn, on the 2oth of March, 
according to our reckoning, (or the 14th day 
of the month Niſan, according to your's) in 
the 18th year of the Roman Emperor Tiberias 
Cæſar: if we reckon up 1290 months of four 
weeks each, amounting to 5160 weeks, Or 
36,120 days, it will bring us up to the gth 
of February, in the 16th year of Adrian; 
when he iet up the abomination of deſola- 
tion, by building a Pagan Temple to Jupiter 
Capitolinus, in the room of and on the place 
where ſtood the Temple of God. And 
this you know ſo extremely offended your 
forefathers, that they were provoked thereby 

. to 


[ 8 
fo a general reyolt againſt the Romans; which 
brought on that terrible war and time of 
trouble, which, within four years from that 
time, ended in your expulſion out of Judea, 
and the entire deſtruction of the City and 
the Temple; Then was the latter of theſe 
two predictions alſo fully accompliſhed ; and 
I doubt not, even to the very day. And 
according to my computations, it was on the 
23d of July, in the 2oth year of Adrian; 
reckoning the commencement of theſe months, 
to have been alſo at the crucifixion of Jeſus. 
And ſoon after the war was over, we well 
know, the edict was publiſhed that expelled you 
out of the Holy Land: and this in your month 
of Ab. For our excellent hiſtorian, Dr. Echard, 
in his Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, informs us from 
Dionyſius and Euſebius; that after all the de- 
plorable misfortunes which befel your fore- 
fathers during this war; the Emperor Adrian, 
conſidering that the remains of their Holy City 
and Temple, was one great cauſe of their 
rebellion, ordered the very relicts thereof, 
eſpecially of the Temple, to be entirely razed ; 
and then to be ploughed up, according to the 
Roman cuſtom. This was the higheſt mark 
of their ignominy and final deſolation, and alſo 
2 thus far the full accompliſhment of all Chriſt's 


M predictions, 
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predictions. Soon after this, as we learn from 
theſe authors, all your people in Paleſtine, 
who were yet unſold, were baniſhed out of 
their own native country ; and they and their 
poſterity forbidden to ſet foot thereon : or 


ſo much as to come within view-of Jeruſa- 


lem, even from the higheſt hill, upon pain 


of immediate death. But we find they 


obtained, with great difficulty, the favour 
of going every year, upon he tenth day 5 
Ab, to approach the place, and to deplor: 
their inexpreſſible loſs and miſery ; and as St. 
Jerom adds, to admire the completion of al 
the ancient prophecies. In this year then, 
we ſay, theſe 1335 days were terminated, 


and this prediction accompliſhed. For the 


Holy Spirit, by ſaying, * Blefled is he that 
« waiteth and cometh to the thouſand three 
hundred and five and thirty days,” declares 


as much as if it had ſaid, bleſſed is he that 


ſhall live to the end of a thouſand three hun- 
dred and five and thirty of the foregoing days; 
for then ſhall he live to ſee an end of the moi! 


horrid war againſt thy people that ever was, 


or ever ſhall be again : and in which he may 
think it a bleſſing that he did not die with the 
reſt of his brethren. And of this, the word: 

ot 
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of Chriſt are a full confirmation. 
therefore here incontrovertibly two other in- 
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We have 


ſtances, wherein theſe prophetic days fignt- 
fied ſo many months; both of which, no 
an, or perhaps any other created being, 


ould have certainly underſtood, until they 


were accompliſhed ; unleſs they had been re- 


wealed to him by the great Jehovah. Theſe 


were therefore ſome of the ſecret things that 


belong unto the Lord our God. As was alſo 


more particularly, that of the prediction of the 
threeſcore and two weeks; at the end of which 
the Anointed Prince was to be cut off. For the 
Holy Spirit, there only declared the time when 
theſe days were to end; and left it to future 
ages to diſcover when they began : that 1s to 
fay, after the event here predicted had taken 
place; and that the latter days drew nigh. 

At which time, the one great Jehovah hath 


declared, he will have mercy on the whole 


Houle of Iſrael, and will be jealous for his 


holy name : the great conſummation devoutly 


to be wilhed for, by all God's people. Theſe 


things being duly conſidered, we may now pro- 


perly proceed to arrange the facts, that prove 


the truth of this great poſition, viz. That 


Chriſt was cut off at the end of 434 months, 
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commencing at his birth: and that thereby thi; 
prediction was accompliſhed in him. To thi; 
end then we muſt firſt obſerve, that St. Luke, 
in his declaration of thoſe things which wen 
moſt ſurely believed among them, ſays poſi. 
tively, that Chriſt was born in the days of - 
Herod the King of Judea, when Cyrenius or 
Quirinius was Governor of Syria; in the year 
that the taxing was firſt made in that country, 
in conſequence of a decree iſſued out by Cæſar 
Auguſtus for a general taxation. And that in 
this ſame year, was alſo born John the Baptiſt, 
ſix months before Jetus, 

And in the next place, he declares that the 
word of God came unto John in the wilder- 
neſs, to go and preach the baptiſm of repent- 
ance for the remiſſion of ſins; and that he 
accordingly came into all the country about 
Jordan, preaching, and baptizing with water, 
And St. John bears teftimony, that he did 
in particular baptize at Bethabara beyond 
Jordan; and that Prieſts and Levites were 


there ſent to him from Jeruſalem, to aſk him 


who he was; and whether he was the Meſſiah. 
From which meſſage, it appears your forefathers 
did then expect him. Again this Evangeliſt far- 


ther tells us, that the very next day the A 


1 


ſaw Jeſus, and bore teſtimony that he was 


the Son of God; and that he was the Lamb 
of God who was to take away the fin of 


the world; and that John knew him to be 


ſuch. by the accompliſhment of the ſign, or 


* 


tize with water: which ſign he declared was 
that of the vitible deſcent and continuance 
is of the Holy Spirit, upon him who was to 
: | baptize with the Holy Ghoſt ; and which the 


9 token, given by he who ſent him to bap- 


* Baptiſt teſtified he fav Jeſtuhd from Hea- 
ven like a dove, and abide upon Jeſus. Here 

therefore, was ample teſtimony, that Jeſus was 
4 the Meſſiah; if your forefathers of that day, 
had been inclined to believe in and obey God: 
i but unhappily for you this was not the caſe. 


We find, however, that Andrew, a poor fiſher- 
. man, the very next day, did believe he was 
f the Meſſiah; and as ſuch brought his brother 
Simon to ſee him. And St. John teſtifies that 


the day following, Philip and Nathaniel alſo 
believed in him; and that the third day was 
the marriage in Cana of Galilee, Then did Je- 
ſus manifeſt forth his glory, and begin his 
miſſion; by the miracle which he wrought, of 
turning water into wine, in confirmation of 


the firſt commandment : and that his Diſciples 


might 
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might believe in him. From thence we find he 
went down to Capernaum for a few days, and 
St. John declares, the paſſover was then nigh at 
hand ; and that Jeſus went up to Jeruſalem at 
this feaſt. The firſt paſſover therefore, after 
he began his miſſion, was undoubtedly in the 
15th year of Tiberius. And ſoon after this, 
all the Evangcliſts teſtify, Jeſus was baptized 
by John with water; and which, according 
to St. John, was at Enon near to Salim. 
And at this time, Luke declares Jeſus was 
about thirty years of age; that is, he muſt 
then have been turned of thirty, (and which 


he doubtleſs was by at leaſt four months) be- 


cauſe, according to the law of Moſes, none 
were to officiate in the prieſtly office before 


they arrived at that age; as you know full 
well. 


Hence it appears the eighteenth year of 


Tiberius, was the thirty-fourth year after the 
incarnation of Jeſus; and that the paſſover in 
that year, muſt have been the fourth after 
he began his miſſion ; at which paſſover, ac- 
cording to the joint teſtimony. of all the four 
Evangeliſts, Chriſt was crucified, in the Go- 
vernorſhip of Pontius Pilate. This truth we 
prove from hence ;—Firſt, we find that after 

the 


9 1 
0 the paſſover was paſt that ſucceeded the de- 
F ſcent of the Holy Spirit upon Jeſus, and that 
+ preceded his baptiſm by St. John, he went 
down out of Judea into Galilee through Sa- 
maria; in conſequence of his knowing that 


the Phariſees had heard that he made and 


x © baptized more Diſciples than John ; and that 


this was about four months before the harveſt ; 
and therefore not many weeks after the feaſt 
of dedication. And when he came into Ga- 
lee, it appears he went firſt to Cana, and 
there wrought the ſecond miracle that he 
; performed after he was come out of Judea 
into Galilee; at which time, St. Mark ſays, 
John the Baptiſt was caſt into priſon. After 
this we learn Jeſus went down to Nazareth 


and Capernaum, where he entered into their 
= Synagogues, and taught them on their ſabbath 
days. And after leaving Capernaum, it is ſaid 
he preached in other Synagogues of Galilee, 
and called Levi from the receipt of cuſtom ; 
and on Levi's leaving all and following him, 
went and partook of his feaſt. Now at this time, 


Mark informs us the corn was ripe, and 
therefore now the harveſt was come; and con- 
ſequently the next paſſover was paſt. This 
St. Luke alſo confirms, by ſaying, that at 


the 
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the time when Jeſus and his Diſciples wei? 
through the corn fields, they plucked the ears 
of corn, rubbing them in their hands ; and 
that it was on the ſecond ſabbath after the 
prime ſabbath, or that at the paſſover. At 
this time, it appears John the Baptiſt was 
living; becauſe we are informed, that after 
this, Jeſus received a meſſage from him, and 
that he was then in priſon. But at the next 
paſſover after this, we find John was dead. 
For St. Luke tells us, that Herod had be- 
headed him, before Jeſus fed the five thou- 
ſand with the five barley loaves and two ſmall} 
fiſhes; and St. John acquaints us, that the 
paſſover was nigh, when Chriſt wrought this 
miracle. A work ſo wonderful, that the 
ſpectators could not forbear crying out, this 
is of a truth that Prophet that ſhould come 
e into the world.” And at this time, we 
learn, many of the people were ready to take 
him by force to make him a king ; ſo high 
an opinion had they of his wiſdom, power, 
and goodneſs. But he knew that it was not the 
will of the Father, that he ſhould then take the 
temporal power into his own hands; and there- 
fore avoided them by retiring into a mountain 
And at the next paſſover after this, as the four 

7 Evan 


j [ 8g ] 


Kemi one and all declare, he was cruci- 
fied. His crucifixion was therefore at the 
fourth paſſover after he began his miſſion, 


which! it appears was ſoon after he was anoint- 
| ed, by the deſcent of the Holy Spirit upon 


him. Hence it is evident he was cut off in 
the 34th year of his incarnation, in the 18th 


Tear of Tiberius ; that year in which, as we 


have before ſhewn, the ſeventy weeks of years 


inte. 


Now in our foregoing conſideration of the 
117 weeks, we have ſhewn that the new 
moon, which ſucceeded the paſſover that year, 


Fas on the 3d of April at 23 hours 57 minutes 


$5 ſeconds. If therefore we add theſe days, 
hours, minutes and ſeconds, to 31, the number 
of days in the month of March; they make in 
the whole 34 days 23 hours 57 minutes 5 5 ſe- 


gonds. And if we take therefrom 1,275,721 ſe- 


gonds zo thirds, the 1-half of a mean lunation, 
equal to 14 days! 8 hours 22 minutes 5 1 ſeconds 
30 thirds, We then get the time of the paſſover 


full moon in that year; and which was there- 
fore on March the 20th, at 5 hours 35 minutes 
3 ſeconds. And on this day was Jeſus crucified, 
being on the nominal day of our week, which 
we call Friday; agreeably to the relation of 
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the Evangeliſts: that is to ſay, the day before 
your ſabbath. 2 
Now if we reckon back from this day 433 1 
ſabbatical months, each conſiſting of four 5 
common weeks of ſeven days; we ſhall then 
find they began on Friday December the 11th, e 
in the 25th year of the reign of the Roman 
Emperor Auguſtus Cæſar: the day whereon 7 \ 
was born Jeſus the Chriſt. And this day ap- 
pears to be that of the feaſt of dedication ; in 5 I 


honour to which, it ſhould ſeem, the Meſſiah 7 
that day dedicated himſelf, in a more eſpecial 7 
manner, to God the Father : in order to make 0 
an atonement for all true believers. But per- 
haps you will be ready to ſay, that this is not 
agreeable to the general opinion of Chriſtians; 
who think that Jeſus was born on the 25th 7 
of December: this I grant you is true. But 
then I muſt beg leave to obſerve, that for ſeve- 7 


ral ages after the crucifixion of Chriſt, the Chrit | t 
tians in general appear to have been not to > 


E 
particular in commemorating that day, as they f 
were ſolicitous to obſerve the true day of his 41 
reſurrection. And even concerning the obſe- © 
vation of this day, we know there was a gret 1 
difference of opinion both in the eaſtern aud © 
weſtern churches ; relative to what day ought 2 # 
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to be obſerved as a feſtival in commemoration 


of that glorious event: for ſuch we muſt call 
it. And by reaſon of this difference of opinion, 
5 we know their practice was alſo different; and 


4 that the members of the eaſtern churches in 
general, commemorated that day of the week, 


© whereon your 14th day of Niſan began; 


2 whilſt thoſe of the eaſtern churches were 

anxious to obſerve that day, which the Apoſtles 
© had dignified with the title of our Lord's day. 
Hence we know great controverſies aroſe, 
that naturally bred animoſities. And that in 
order to prevent this, the Council of Nice was 
called together by the Emperor Couſtantine; 
*when they eſtabliſhed an uniformity of practice. 
For by this Council it was determined that 
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2 our holy feſtival of Eaſter, ſhould be on the 
I firſt ſabbath after the firſt full moon after the 


: vernal equinox : and the eve of our ſabbath 
to commence on the termination of your's. 
But with reſpe& to the obſervation of our 


© feſtival of the nativity of Jeſus, it is well 
known that in the weſtern churches, the 25th 


of December was not aſſigned to commemo- 


i rate that bleſſed event, until after the time 


of Conſtantine; and that it was not received 


in the Greek churches until the time of 


N 2 Chryſoſtom; 


1 92 |] 
Chryſoſtom ; who ſays, in his writings, that 
it was not ten years ſince the obſervation of 


it came to their knowledge. It is not there- 
fore to be wondered at, if we at preſent com- 


memorate the wrong day. And if hereto we 
add another circumſtance, it will appear ſtill 
leſs extraordinary. For by ſome ſurpriſing ' 
miſtake, many of our eccleſiaſtical and aſtro- 


nomical writers, have fallen into a great error; 


as ſeveral of them have aſſerted, that Chriſt was 
crucified on the zthird of April, in the 34th 


year of his age, according to the preſent zra, 
Whereas we have ſhewn, in the foregoing 
calculations, this was moſt undoubtedly im- 
poſſible ; if the crucifixion was, as the Evan- 
geliſts relate, at the time of the paſſover; and 
that, as Joſephus ſays, and you admit, the 


paſſover was always kept, according to the 
commandment of God, on the day of the firſt 


full moon after the vernal equinox ; or the 


14th day of the month Niſan. But if it had 
been true, that Chriſt was crucified on the 


2d or 3d of April, as ſome of our writers have 


ſuppoſed ; ſuch as Dr. Echard, Mr. Ferguſon, 
Mr. Whiſton, and I think Sir Iſaac Newton; 


He muſt then moſt certainly haye been born 


on the 24th or 25th of December. And 
this 


1 93 J 


t * this at firſt appeared to me to be the fact, but 


having ſince that made the foregoing calcu- 
— lations, I now find it to be otherwiſe; and 
- that he was certainly born on the eleventh of 


e December, and thereby accompliſhed this 
prediction. A corroborating proof of which 
g wee have, from the account of the time of the 
conception of Elizabeth with John the Baptiſt, 
-: = as related by St. Luke. For that Evangelift 
s informs us, that the conception of Elizabeth 


h was ſoon after Zachariah had accompliſhed the 
a, days of his miniſtration of the Prieſt's office, 
8 according to the order of his courſe; and that 


1 ? his courſe was that of Abia or Abijah. 

n- No from the 24th chapter of the iſt book 
1d of Chronicles we learn, that the courſe of 
he N Abijah was the eighth in order. Alſo from 


he the 8th chapter of the iſt book of Kings, 


rſſt we find King Solomon began the courſes on | 
he the iſt day of the month Tiſri. And again, that 1 
ad after the return from the Babylonian captivity, i 
he in the 7th year of Artaxerxes, Ezra 'alſo be- ö 
ve gan the courſes afreſh, on the ſame day of | 
n, : the ſame month; the day whereon he began f 
n; to read and expound the Law of God, from 
rm the pulpit of wood ſet up in the ſtreet of the 

nd : Houſe of God. And by my calculations, I 
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find the firſt day of the month Tiſri in that 
year, was on the 13th day of our month of 
September. For we have befare ſhewn that, 
according to our Chronology, from the ver- 


nal equinox in this year, to that when Ezra 
went up from Babylon to go to Jeruſalem, is 
2245 years. And that the vernal new moon 


that year was on the 19th of March at 25 
minutes paſt 9 in the morning, aud there- 


fore the firſt day of Niſan on the 2oth of 
March. From which day to that of the 13th *' 


of September is 177 days; the ſame number as 
that from the 1ſt of Niſan to the 1ſt of Tiſti. 
Again, from the 24th chapter of the 


1ſt book of Chronicles we learn, that the 


number of courſes were twenty-four, and each 
courſe one week or ſeven days; conſequently 
the whole number of courſes amounted to 


168 days, If then you allow with Joſephus, 


that the courſes were regularly obſerved, from 
this time to that of the total deſtruction of 
the Temple by the Romans; we can very 


eafily determine that when Zechariah's courſe 
began, 1n the year of Elizabeth's conception 
of the Baptiſt. For St. Luke informs us, 
there was above five months difference be- 
tween the conception of Elizabeth and that 
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of Mary; and conſequently there muſt alfs 


be the ſame difference between the age of 
Jeſus and John. Now we have before ſhewn, 


that Jeſus was crucified in the 18th year of 
the reign of Tiberius; and 490 years after that 


year, wherein Ezra again began to renew the 


courſes. If therefore we multiply theſe 490 
years by 31,556,937, the number of ſeconds 
in 1 year, we get 15462, 899, 1 30, for the 
number of ſeconds in theſe 490 years: and 
if we divide this number by 86,400, the 
number of ſeconds in 1 day, we have for the 
number of days, hours, minutes, and ſeconds 


contained therein, 178,968 days 17 hours 


45 minutes 3o ſeconds; and if we divide 
theſe 178,968 days by 7, we have 25,566, 
for the number of weeks in theſe 490 years. 
And the whole number of weeks, days, hours, 
minutes, and ſeconds therein, is equal to 25, 566 
weeks 6 days 17 hours 45 minutes 30 ſeconds; 
being very near 25,567 weeks. And by di- 
viding 15462, 899, 1 30, the number of ſeconds 
in theſe years, by 2,551,443, the number of 
ſeconds in one lunation, we get 6060 for the 
number of lunations therein; and 1,154,550 
ſeconds over, equal to 13 days 8 hours 42 
minutes 30 ſeconds ; which ſhews that the 
whole 


11 


whole number of lunations, days, hours, mi- b 5 


nutes, and ſeconds which are in 490 years; is be . 
6060 lunations 13 days 8 hours 42 minutes : | 
and 30 ſeconds. Hence it appears it was im- 4 5 
poſſible that theſe ſeventy weeks of years, 
ſhould begin at a paſſover and end at a paſſ- $ 1 
over. On the contrary, if they ended at a 5 
paſſover full moon, as we have ſhewn they 1 : 
did, then they muſt have begun at a paſſover 7 
new moon nearly; that is to ſay on the 1ſt day | E : 
of the month Niſan: on which day Ezra | : a 
ſays he received his commiſſion. . 
And had it not been for the information wet ; 
which that ſacred writer hath given us of this 
peculiar circumſtance, we never could have f 
known that this prediction was accompliſhed 1 . 


in Jeſus: but from this record we are now 
well aſſured that it was fulfilled in him. If 
then we duly conſider, and compare together, 
theſe facts and circumſtances, we may with | 2 | 
certainty inveſtigate whether or not the time : 
of Zechariah's courſe correſponded with that 
of Elizabeth's conception. And although we 
cannot thereby preciſely determine the exact 

| day whereon Chriſt was born; yet we may 
diſcover, by this means, what agreement there 
is between Luke's relation of theſe two events 
and 
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and our foregoing deduction. We ſhall there- 
fore here endeavour to make this inveſtigation, 
and that with all poſſible accuracy. 

Now it appears from what we have before 
advanced, that the time from the Meſſiah's 
nativity to his crucifixion was to be 1736 
weeks; and that, according to St. Luke, there 
were about 14 months, from the time of Eli- 
zabeth's conception to the birth of Jeſus; if 
then we add theſe 14 months to the 1736 
weeks, we ſhall have 1796 weeks and 5 days, for 
the time from the crucifixion of Chriſt, to that 
of her conception of the Baptiſt. And if to this 
period we add 177 days, the time from the 
1{t of Niſan to the 1ſt of Tiſri, we ſhall have 
in the whole 1822 weeks to take out of 490 


years; in order to obtain the time, from the 


day the courſes were began by Ezra, to that 
of Elizabeth's conception. And as we have 
before ſhewn, there are in 490 years, 25,566 
weeks 6 days 17 hours 45 minutes 30 ſeconds ; 
if we take herefrom the above 1822 weeks, 
there will remain for this time 23,745 weeks 
nearly, or 166,215 days. Then becauſe there 
are in the 24 courſes 168 days, if we divide 
166,215 by 168 we ſhall have 989 for the 
number of claſſes, or compleat ſets of courſes 
O | in 
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in that time; and ꝗ for tlie number of courſes 


over and above this number of claſſes. Hence 


we find Zechariah's courſe began on the 29th 
day of September; becauſe the courſe of Abijal 


was the eighth in order. And ſince there was | ; 


in one courſe 7 days, there remained 7 more, 


from his return home into his native city, in- 


the hill country of Judea, to his wife's con- 
ception; admitting that this event was Juſt 


14 months before the birth of Jeſus. But if | 
the intermediate time between theſe two 
events was 6 or 7 days more, ſhe then muſt | : 
of courſe have conceived immediately on her- 


huſband's return home; conſequently the vi- 


ſion of the heavenly meſſenger to the Holy 7 
Virgin muſt have been about the beginning of |? 
her couſin's ſixth month. This therefore is a 
confirmation, as full as can be expected, of the : 
birth of Jeſus being on the roth or 11th of De- | 
cember, in the 25th year of the Roman Emperor | 
Auguſtus Czfar, And that in him was accom- 
pliſhed, the prediction of the threeſcore and 3 
two weeks, relative to the time of the cutting = 


off the Meſhah. 
Now in order to obviate the force of | 
this argument, it may perhaps be urged, 


that you do not admit that number of 
| years 3 
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years to have elapſed, which we here ſay did 
paſs away, from the time that Ezra began 
the courſes to the 25th year of Auguſtus Cæ- 
far; if ſo, then we muſt compute the courſes 
from the time they ended at the ſecond de- 
ſtruction of the Temple. Now if I am 
rightly informed, your writers reckon, that 
the ſecond Temple was deſtroyed on the gth 
! day of the month Ab; and that it was on the 
> ſame day of the year, whereon the firſt was 
* burned by the Babylonians. And according to 
| : our computations, in which I preſume you will 
acquieſce, there have elapſed 1719 years ſince 
that time; if then we multiply 31,556,937 
25 by 1719, we get 54246, 374,703, for the 
number of ſeconds from the time of the ver- 
a ; nal new moon this year, to that time at the 
he ſame number of ſeconds after the vernal equi- 
&- | nox in the year that Titus deſtroyed the 
or | : Temple. And by dividing this number 
n- 54246, 374,703 by 2,551,443, one lunation, 
nd 1 we get 21,261, for the number of lunations 
ng 1 in theſe 1719 years, and a remainder of 
2 145,080 ſeconds, equal to 1 day 16 hours 
18 minutes. And as we have before ſhewn, 
3 that the vernal new moon this year is on the 
4 1 26th of our month of March, at 46 minutes 
after 6 in the afternoon; and the vernal equi- 
3 O 2 nox 
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nox this year on the 2oth of March, at 
53 minutes after 3 in the morning, the 
vernal new moon this year muſt of courſe be 
9533 minutes after the equinox. 

Hence we find, the time of the new moon 
neareſt the vernal equinox, in the year that the 
Romans deſtroyed the Temple, was on the 
28th of March; at 4 minutes after 11 in the 
morning: conſequently the iſt day of your 
month Niſan, in that year, began on the 
29th at eventide. Again, we alſo find, the 
vernal new moon this year 1s on the nominal 
day of our week which we call Thurſday ; 
by dividing therefore 54246,374,703, the 
number of ſeconds in theſe 1719 years, by 


86,400, the quantity in 1 day, we have! 
627,851, for the number of days in theſe | 
1719 years; with a remainder of 48,303 ſe- 
conds, or 13 hours 25 minutes 3 ſeconds. | 
And by dividing this number of 627,851 days 
by 7, we get juſt 89,693, for the number of | 
weeks. Hence it appears alſo, that in 1719 
years there are $9,693 weeks 13 hours 25 | 


minutes 3 ſeconds, 


Hereby we come to know, that the nominal | 
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deſtroyed, happened alſo to be that of Thurſ- 
day; and that therefore the new moon was on a 
Friday, juſt before the commencement of your 
ſabbath : conſequently the fſt day of Niſan 
began that year on your ſabbath. Now from 
the iſt day of Niſan incluſive, to the gth day 
of Ab incluſive, it appears, there are 127 days; 
and from the 2oth of our month of March 
incluſive, to our 3d of Auguſt incluſive, being 
alſo 127 days; we conclude that muſt be the 
day according to our kalendar. It alſo appears by 
the relation of the Evangeliſts, that the Angel 
Gabriel came to Zechariah in the 24th year of 
the reign of the Roman Emperor Auguſtus 
Cæſar; and therefore from the deſtruction of 
the Temple to that time was 71 years. If 
then we multiply 31, 5 56,937 by 71, we get 
the number of ſeconds from the vernal new 
moon in the year when the Temple was de- 
ſtroyed, to the ſame time after the equinox 
in the year when the Angel appeared unto 
Zechariah. Now by this operation, I find 
the product of theſe two numbers to be 
2240, 542, 5 27, which ſum being divided by 
$6,400, it gives 25,932, for the number of 
days in 71 years; and this Jatter number 
25,932 divided again by 7, ſhews the number 
of 
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of weeks contained herein to be 3704. And 
becauſe in the firſt of theſe diviſions there is 
a remainder of 17,727 ſeconds, the whole 
amount of weeks, days, hours, minutes, and 
ſeconds in 71 years, 1s, 3704 weeks 4 days 
4 hours 55 minutes and 37 ſeconds. There 
are alſo contained herein 878 Junations 4 days 
8 hours 9 minutes and 33 ſeconds. 

Again, by adding theſe 71 years to the 1719 
that have paſſed away ſince the Temple was 


deſtroyed, we get 1790 for the whole number 


that has elapſed from the time the Angel Ga- 
briel appeared to Zechariah unto the preſent 
year. And by ſubdividing this period accord- 
ing to the foregoing operations, whereby we 
determine the number of lunations and the 
number of weeks in any given term of years, 
it appears the number of lunations is 22, 139; 
and 6 days 37 minutes and 33 ſeconds, over 
and above this ſum. And that there are alſo 
herein, 93,397 weeks 4 days 18 hours 20 mi- 
nutes and 30 ſeconds, Hence we come to 
know, that the vernal new moon that year 
was on the 2d of April, about 26 minutes at- 
ter 7 in the evening; and conſequently the 
full moon ſucceeding, and therefore alſo the 
paſſover, was on the 17th of the ſame month. 
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From theſe different calculations, we find that 
the iſt day of your month Niſan, happened ot 
our 3d of April and 2gth of March; in the re- 
ſpective years wherein the Angel Gabriel ap- 
peared to Zechariah, and wherein the Fg 
was deſtroyed by the Romans. | 

Now by our foregoing computation of the 
courſes from the time that Ezra began them, 
it appears that Zechariah's courſe, in the 24th 
year of the reign of Auguſtus Cæſar, began on 
the 29th day of September. Hence we come to 
know there were exactly 153 claſſes 10 courſes 
and 1 day from Zechariah's viſion to the de- 
ſtruction of the Temple, and that therefore 
it was certainly burned on your ſabbath; 
agreeably to the accounts given us by your 
writers. 

Here then we have a corroborating proof, 
as full as can be expected from this circum- 
ſtance, of what we have before advanced con- 
cerning the time of the nativity of Jeſus. Vet 
do we not build much hereon, becauſe the 
facts and circumſtances on which this argu- 


ment is founded, have not all the neceſſary 


precifion, requiſite to bring it to a focal point. 
For in the firſt place, we are not abſolutely 
certain, that the courſes were regularly ob- 

ſerved 
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ſerved after Antiochus Epiphanes polluted tlie 


Temple; and in the next place, there 1s a 
latitude of expreſſion made ute of in the Goſ- 
pel by St. Luke, relative to the time when 
the Angel delivered his meſſage to the Holy 
Virgin. For the Evangeliſt only ſays that 
the Angel Gabriel was ſent unto her in the 
fixth month, and that Elizabeth after ſhe had 
conceived hid herſelf five months; and when 
the Angel appeared to Mary, he only told her 
it was the fixzh month of her couſin's reckon- 
ing. But we find that after this, Mary viſited 
Elizabeth, and abode with her three months, 
and then returned home again before her 
couſin's delivery. 

Hence we are certain, there were, between 
the conceptions of Elizabeth and Mary, and 
conſequently between the births of John and 
Teſus, full five months; but we cannot ſay 
the difference was much more. On the con- 
trary, it rather appears from theſe expreſſions, 
that it was very near five, agreeably to what 
we have reckoned it at in page 98; where we 
compute the ſurplus to be, at moſt, only one 
week. Admitting this then to be near the 
truth, the proof drawn herefrom may juſtly 
be 


SL 4M 


I 


[ 1095 | 


| be ſaid to be a ſtrong corroborative one; which 
is all that we here intended by it. 

Permit me therefore now, to call your at- 
« tention to the conſideration of a peculiar cir- 


* 


cumſtance, relative to the crucifixion of Jeſus. 
For it ſhould ſeem that by the unerring Provi- 


dence of the Almighty Jehovah, there then hap- 


pened in the natural as well as in the moral 


world, one of the moſt wonderful events that 
had ever been ſeen or heard of; even from the 
| creation of the world to that day, or from 
© thence to the preſent time: that 1s to ſay, a to- 
tal eclipſe of the ſun, which produced a dark- 


neſs over all the land, from the ſixth until the 


ninth hour. This was an event ſo wonderful, 
that one would have thought the effects of it 
would have filled the moſt hardened heart 


with horror; ſeeing it is probable no man alive 


could then certainly account for ſo marvellous 
2 phænomenon. Well therefore might the 
Roman Centurion, when he ſaw this, and all 
the concurring circumſtances, cry out and 


4 ſay, * Truly this was the Son of God.” For 


* ſo wonderful and extraordinary was this event, 


4 that it could not but be taken notice of by 


dhe neighbouring nations. It is therefore 


bt Landed down to us as a fact, that it was 


P recorded 
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recorded by a great aſtronomer, Phlegon of 
Trallia, one of the Emperor Adrian's freed 
men; in a work called by him, A Chronicle 
of the remarkable Qccurrences that happened 
during the Greek Olympiads ; and publiſhed 
about the year 140. For herein, we are 
informed by Euſebius, it was written, that 
„In the 4th year of the 202d of the Greek 
+ Qlympiads, there happened the greateſt 
& eclipſe of the ſun that ever was known; 
„ when there was ſuch a darkneſs of night, 
6 at the ſixth hour of the day, that the ſtars 
6 were ſeen in the Heavens; and there was 
% great earthquake in Bythinia, which 
*« overturned a great part of Niſcea.” Now 
the 4th year of the 202d of the Greek Olym- 


piads, appears to have been the 18th year of 


the Roman Emperor Tiberius Cæſar; this 


darkneſs, therefore, was doubtleſs that, which 


1s recorded by the Evangeliſts to have hap- 


pened at the crucifixion, But we know no F 
common eclipſe of the ſun could be produced | 
by the moon, at the time of a paſſover; be- 
cauſe the moon was then at full, and therc- F 
fore in oppoſition to the ſun, as ſeen from the 


earth. 


Hence 7 
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Hence we conclude, it muſt have been pro- 
duced by the intervention of ſome other great 


body, then moving between the earth and the 
' ſun; and that of a fuperior magnitude to the 
moon: which therefore could be no other body 
+ than a comet. And this concluſion does not de- 
tract from, or leflen the greatneſsof the miracle; 


for the divine interpoſition was as neceſſary to 


order this event to happen at the time of the 
' crucifixion, as to produce that great darkneſs 
by any other extraordinary means. And we 
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not only conclude that this darkneſs was pro- 


duced by a comet, but we can alſo aſcertain what 
comet it was, that probably produced this effect. 
For we are certain there was one ſeen here in 
England in the ſpring of the year 1759; and 
likewiſe that it was ſeen in America in the 
latter end of the year 1758. And from the 
various obſervations made on this comet at 
that time, here in England and in the Weſt 
Indies, we know that it did then moſt afluredly 
paſs between the earth and the ſun, in the 
month of April; but not being then in the 
line of the nodes, or that ſituation neceſſary 
to produce an eclipſe, there did not at that 
time enſue any darkneſs. 


P 2 | Now 
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Now from the different appearances of this 
comet, in its approach to the ſun, at fix dif- 
ferent times, . one of our great aſtronomers 
(Dr. Halley) had foretold its return to the 
ſun in that year. He alſo computed that the 
time of its periodical revolution in its orbit, 
was ſomething more than 75 years. This he did 
from his various reſearches into antiquity, where- 
by he found, that it had appeared, and been ſeen 
in different partsof the world, in the years 1 305, 
1380, 1456, 1531, 1607, and 1682. And this 
computation was then verified, by the event 
coming to paſs according to his prediction; 
which proved the time of this comet's periodical 
return, to be alternately one time more, and an- 
other leſs than 7 5 years. Now from the ſpring of 
I 759, according to the common Chriſtian ra, 
to the crucifixion of Jeſus, there will be found 
to be juſt 1725 years: and in 1725 years 
there are contained twenty-three times 75; 
hence we infer this comet paſſed between the 
earth and the ſun about the time of the cruci- 
fixion ; and by reaſon of the ellipticality of 
its orbit, by being in the line of the nodes 
when it paſſed betwixt the earth and the ſun, 
it might cauſe a total eclipſe for three hours. 
This 
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This perhaps is coming as near to the truth, 
as at preſent can be expected from ſuch a 
circumſtance. And hence we are led to 
conclude, that in Jeſus was accompliſhed, the 
prediction of the threeſcore and two weeks, 
relative to the Mefhah, in the year that this 
comet paſſed between the earth and the ſun ; 
twenty-three revolutions before its laſt ap- 
pearance. 

Again, it is here well worthy of remark, as a 
peculiar circumſtance deſerving notice, that as 
the crucifixion of Jeſus was on a Friday, or the 
day before your ſabbath, fo alſo was his birth; 
and that on the ſame day of the week the abo- 
mination of deſolation muſt have been ſet up, 
and likewiſe that Roman war ended, which im- 


mediately preceded your expulſion. Could we 


therefore from hiſtory, trace out faithful and 
accurate records of the exact time when 
theſe 4 events happened; we doubt not they 
would all be found to correſpond with theſe 
predictions, each to the very day; as well as 
they do to the reſpective years. 

Theſe things thei: being duly noticed, it 
only remains that we ſpeak a few words con- 
cerning the latter part of this great Prophecy. 
And firſt we ſhall conſider that which imme- 
J i diately 


111 


diately follows the threeſcore and two weeks, 
relative to cutting off the Meſſiah; this is 
tranſlated by Mr. Levi in theſe words : * And 
«© the City and Sanctuary ſhall be deſtroyed 
„ (by) the people of the Prince that ſhall 
% come; and the end thereof ſhall be with a 


« flood, and unto the end of the war deſo- 


« Jations are determined.” Now if the par- 
ticle by, which Mr. Levi incloſes in a crochet, 
is a proper tranſlation, then the prediction 
muſt appear ſimilar to what it does in our 
common bible, which runs thus ;—* And the 
«© people of the Prince that ſhall come, ſhall 
« deſtroy the City and the Sanctuary, and the 
* end thereof hall be with a flood, and unto 
* the end of the war deſolations are deter- 
* mined.” And admitting this, there can be 
no doubt about its meaning, as it muſt then 
ſignify the deſtruction of Jeruſalem and the 


Temple by the Romans. If, on the contrary, 


this particle ſhould be and, the ſentence may 
then be conſtrued to ſignify; the deſtruction of 
the City, the Sanctuary, and your forefathers 
of that day, by the Meſſiah; the Prince that 
was to come: and this for their rejection of, 
and cruelty to him. Whichever then of theſe 


Hgmſications you admit, you cannot but ac- 


knowledge 
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ks that this prediction was alſo ho 
accompliſhed. 

Now we are led to think, that the latter of 
theſe two ſignifications, was that meant by 
the Holy Spirit ; becauſe in the next and final 
prediction of this Prophecy, it evidently ſpeaks 
of the Anointed Prince, when it ſays, And 
he ſhall confirm the covenant with many 
« for one week, and in the midſt of (or at 
e the end of half) a week, he ſhall cauſe the 
& ſacrifice and the oblation to ceaſe, and for 
the overſpreading of abominations he ſhall 
* make it deſolate, even until the conſumma- 
* tion, and that determined ſhall be poured 
« upon the deſolate.” Now the Prince here 
ſpoken of, it is evident, could not be any hu- 
man Prince; becauſe he was to make the 
Sanctuary (as we underſtand it) deſolate until 
the conſummation, 

But what was this conſummation ? Doubt- 
leſs that great conſummation which Daniel 
had juſt been praying for; when, in the 
depth of his grief, he cried unto the Lord our 
God, and ſaid, O Lord, according to all 
* thy righteouſneſs, I beſeech thee, let thine 
* anger and thy fury be turned away from 
« thy city Jeruſalem, thy holy mountain; 
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« becauſe for our ſins, and for the iniquities 
% of our fathers, Jeruſalem and thy people 
& are become a reproach to all that are about 
« us. Now therefore, O our God, hear the 
% prayer of thy ſervant, and his ſupplications, 
“ and cauſe thy face to ſhine upon thy Sanc- 
& tuary that is deſolate, for the Lord's ſake, 
« O my God incline thine ear, and hear; 
«© open thine eyes, and behold our deſolations, 
e and the city which is called by thy name; 
& for we do not preſent our ſupplications be- 
&« fore thee for our righteouſnefles, but for 
« thy great mercies. O Lord hear, O Lord 
„ forgive; O Lord hearken and do; defer 
& not for thine own ſake, my God; for thy 
« city and thy people are called by thy 
4 name.” | 
But this great and glorious conſummation 
we fee 1s not yet come to paſs, conſequently 
it could not be any Roman Prince here ſpoken 
of; for their great power is now no more: and 
Mr. Levi's poor King Agrippa has long lain 
in the grave. The Prince therefore here ſpo- 
ken of, was certainly the Anointed Prince ; 
the Prince that was to come, even the Moſt 
High ; whoſe dominion is an everlaſting do- 
minion, which ſhall not paſs away, and his 
| king- 


E 


kingdom that which ſhall not be deſtroyed. 
And we know that it was he who came by 
his judgments and deſtroyed the City, the 
Sanctuary, and the people; even your fore- 
fathers of that day; the Romans being only 
his inſtruments. And did not the Lord de- 
clare as much as this by the Prophet Ho- 
ſea? when by him he ſaid, Among the 
e tribes of Iſrael have I made known that 
« which ſhall ſurely be. For I will be unto 
« Ephraim as a hon, and as a young lion to 
e the Houſe of Judah; I even I will tear and 
„go away; I will take away and none ſhall 
„ reſcue him. I will go and return to my 
« place till they acknowledge their offence 
„and ſeek my face.” 

Again, we farther know that it was Chriſt 
who for one week of years, by himſelf and 
his Apoſtles, confirmed the gracious covenant, 
which he made with your forefathers ; Abra- 
ham, Iſaac and Jacob. And that in the midſt 
of this week he cauſed the ſacrifice and the 
oblation to ceaſe, by the one great eternal ſa- 
crifice of himſelf, in the fourth year of his 
miſſion. Hereby, then, Mr. Levi will fee, 
that we have thought it but proper, both to 
diſpute his explanation, and to give our own ex- 


Q poſition, 


* 
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poſition, of this great and wonderful Prophecy, 
And henceforth we cannot but hope, that you 
will ceaſe to retain any doubts concerning its 
compleat accompliſhment. For we on our parts, 
| firmly believe the whole of it, to have been long 
ſince fulfilled; ſave and except thoſe deſolations, 
that muſt continue until the great conſumma- 
tion: that great and glorious conſummation, 
when the Holy City ſhall be prepared for her 
Lord, as a bride adorned for her huſband. 

And now, had I no other obje& in view, 
than the removal of theſe doubts, I might 
here cloſe this Epiſtle. Permit me, however, 
to aſſure you, that-this is not my ſole deſign; 
for I cannot but anxioufly deſire, to call your 
attention to that ſubje&, which doubtleſs muſt, 
next to your eternal ſalvation, be moſt predo- 
minant in your breaſt; I mean your final 
temporal reſtoration ;—and the conſequent 
completion of all God's great and glorious 
promiſes. 

For notwithſtanding what Mr. Levi ſays, 
we as Chriſtians do not “ exult over you, as 
if God had totally caſt you off, and that 
„ there was no hope left for Iſrael.” No :— 
On the contrary we are taught to believe, and 


I for one am fully convinced, that the reverſe 
of 
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of this is true; and that your temporal reſto- 
ration will moſt aſſuredly take place, at God's 


appointed time. This alſo we are firmly 


perſuaded, will come to paſs ere long; and it 
ſhould ſeem, much earlier than you appear to 
be apprized of; let me then earneſtly entreat 
you, attentively and diſpaſſionately to conſider 
the ſubject with us. Which we the more con- 
fidently deſire of you, becauſe the Lord hath 
ſaid, „in the latter days ye ſhall conſider 
« theſe things;” and I think that theſe lat- 
ter days do moſt aſſuredly draw nigh. Now 
in order that we may do this the more effectu- 
ally, it may be proper to conſider it, both with 
regard to its certainty and its proximity: for 
with reſpect to the former conſideration, how- 
ever firmly you may be perſuaded and fully 
convinced of that circumſtance, there are others 
who have their doubts concerning it. And it 1s 
our duty to endeavour to remove their appre- 
henſions, as well as to confirm your hopes. 
Firſt then one great and primary proof of the 
certainty of this your future reſtoration, and 
of the enjoyment of your paternal poſſeſſions, 
muſt needs ariſe from hence: 1. e, that the Lord 
of Hoſts moſt aſſuredly did declare to King 
David, by Nathan the Prophet, that his houſe, 


Q king- 
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kingdom, and throne, ſhould be eſtabliſhed 
forever; and that he would never take away 
his mercy from him, as he did from King 
Saul. Agreeable to which, the Holy Spirit alſo 
declares, by the Prophet Jeremiah ; Thus 
&« ſaith the Lord, David ſhall never want a 
* man to fit upon the throne of the Houſe of 
„ Ifrael.” And again, Thus faith the Lord, 
e if my covenant be not with day and night, 
„and if I have not appointed the ordinances 
* of heaven and earth, then will I caſt away 
„ the ſeed of Jacob and David my ſervant. 
„If ye can break my covenant of the day, 


„ and my covenant of the night, and that 


„ there ſhould not be day and night in their 


4 ſeaſon, then may alſo my covenant be bro- 


„% ken with David my ſervant, that he ſhould 
46 not have a ſon to reign upon his throne.” 
But we and you know, that the throne of 
David was only eſtabliſhed at Jeruſalem ; and, 


properly ſpeaking, only extended over the 


Land of Canaan; it muſt therefore follow, 


that, whenever there ſhall be a Prince of the 
Houſe of David to fit on the throne of his 
father, he muſt reign at Jeruſalem, Nor 
is it alone ſufficient that he muſt reign at 


Jeruſalem, but he muſt reign over you alſo, 


Or 


Wo 


| or your poſterity ; for the Lord hath; declared, 
that the ſeed of David ſhall rule over the ſeed 


i | of Abraham, Ifaac and Jacob; conſequently 
> | you or your poſterity muſt before that time 
> | return to your own country. 2, 
. Hence then we truſt you will plainly per- 
f  ceive, how 1ll-founded and uncharitable Mr. 
, Levi's opinion 1s, concerning our ſentiments 
„toward you; ſeeing we are fo well aflured, 
that you will be reſtored to your own coun- 
try, and become a great and powerful nation. 
- | And what is yet more, we know that you 
„ will never ceaſe from being a nation; for, 
t | *+ Thus faith the Lord, which giveth the ſun 
[ „ for a light by day, and the ordinances of 
- | * the moon and of the ſtars for a light by 
1 « night; which divideth the ſea when the 
f « waves thereof roar; the Lord of Hoſts is 
f FF * his name. If thoſe ordinances depart from 
* before me, faith the Lord, her the feed of 
> | ** 1fracl alſo ſhall ceaſe from being a nation 


„ before me for eyer.—If heaven above can 
6 be meaſured, and the foundation of the 
« earth ſearched out beneath, I will alſo caſt 
off all the ſeed of Iſrael, for all that they 
* have done, faith the Lord.” It is not 
therefore your paſt iniquities, that can pre- 
vent 


Ein 


vent the Lord from performing his covenant 
with your forefathers; Abraham, Iſaac and 
Jacob; becauſe his mercy endureth forever. 
For thus alſo faith the Holy Spirit, “ Hear 
« the word of the Lord, O ye nations, and 
« declare it in the iſles afar off, and ſay, he 
« that ſcattered Iſrael will gather him and 
«© keep him as a ſhepherd doth his flock. For 
6 there ſhall be a day, that the watchmen 
« upon the Mount Ephraim ſhall cry, Ariſe 
« ye and let us go up to Zion unto the Lord 
c our God.“ 

It would argue therefore not only the 
higheſt degree of incredulity, but it would 
alſo be a direct abſurdity, for us to ſay that 
we underſtood and believed in the holy wri- 
tings, and yet diſbelieved the certainty of your 
future reſtoration. But the misfortune is, that 
there are ſome who do not ſo perfectly under- 
ſtand the ſcriptures concerning it, as they 
might; and therefore have their doubts whe- 
ther or not it will eyer take place. However, 
notwithſtanding this, we truſt it is not ſo 
with the generality of Chriſtians. Yet for the 
fake of thoſe who do doubt it, we think it 
but proper to add here a few more of thoſe 
Expreſs declarations of the Holy Spirit, which 

cannot 
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cannot be applied to any paſt period of your 
hiſtory. And among the firſt of theſe, is that 
which we meet with in the laſt chapter of the 
prophet Amos: for there the Lord God ſays, 
« I will bring again the captivity of my peo- 
« ple Iſrael, and they ſhall build the waſte 
* cities, and inhabit them; and they ſhall 
„ plant vineyards, and drink the wine thereof; 
e they alſo ſhall make gardens, and eat the 
« fruit of them. And I will gather them 
% upon their land, and they ſhall no more be 
« pulled out of their land which I have given 
them, ſaith the Lord thy Gop.” 
Here then 1s a declaration and prediction 
from the Almighty, ſo full and ſo particular, 
that it cannot poſſibly be applied to any paſt, 
and therefore muſt be referred to your future 
and final reſtoration. 

Again, another declaration as expreſs as 
this, we have from God by Ezekiel: for 
that Prophet declares, Thus faith the 
« Lord Gop, behold 1 will take the Children 
« of Iſrael from among the heathen whither 
* they be gone, and will gather them on 

every ſide, and bring them into their own 
land. And I will make them one nation 
9 the land upon the mountains of Iſrael; 
* and 
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« and one king ſhall be king to them all; 
« and they ſhall be no more two nations, 
it neither ſhall they be divided into two king- 
« doms any more at all. —And they ſhall 
« dwell in the land that I have given unto 
« Jacob my ſervant; and they ſhall dwell 


« therein, even they and their children, and 


7 


« their childrens children, forever; and my 


« ſervant David ſhall be their Prince forever. 
„ My Tabernacle alſo ſhall be with them, 
« yea I will be their Gop, and they ſhall be 
« my people. 'They ſhall alſo walk in my 
e judgments and obſerve my ſtatutes and do 
« them. And the heathen ſhall know that 1 
« the Lord do ſanctify Iſrael, when my Sanc- 


« tuary ſhall be in the midſt of them for 


_« evermore.“ 
Here, therefore, the Loxp Gop hath again 


fully and expreſsly declared his will; both 


with reſpect to your final reſtoration, and 
your future felicity, as well in church as 
fate. And doubtleſs many others might be 
produced, from the holy writings, to prove 


this great truth; but theſe we think are ſuffi- 


cient to convince an unprejudiced mind. 
It only remains then that we now proceed to the 
conſideration of that part of the ſubject which 


ought 
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ought to call forth all your attention; that is, 
its proximity. For as your final reſtoration and 
future felicity is thus ſure and certain, ſo it 
ſhould ſcem it alſo is, that the time muſt be 
near at hand. This we learn from that won- 
derful viſion which the Prophet Daniel ſaw, 
in the 3d year of the reign of Belſhazar, 
King of Babylon, as recorded in the 8th chap- 
ter of the book of that Prophet. For from 
thence we find, there was made known unto 
him, under the two hieroglyphic ſymbols of 
a ram and a goat, all the warlike exploits of 
the two great empires of the Medo-Perfians 
and the Macedonic Grecians. As alſo of all 
thoſe wonderful ſubſequent events, that were 
ſucceſſively to follow, concerning the daily ſa- 
crifice; until the Sanctuary was to be cleanſed, 
and the hoſt no longer trodden under foot. 
And how long a time was to elapſe from the 
commencement of the Perſian hoſtilities againſt 
the Grecians, until the Sanctuary was cleanſed; 
we are given to underſtand, from what was 
made known unto the Prophet, by a queſtion 
that was aſked by one Saint, and the anſwer 
that was made by another. For by this queſ- 


tion and anſwer, Daniel was informed, that - 


between theſe two great events, there was 
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to paſs away two thouſand and three hundred 
prophetic days. Now theſe prophetic days, 
like thoſe of which we have before ſpoken, 
muſt either mean common days, days of 
weeks, days of months, or days of years. 
And on each of theſe four different ſuppoſi- 
tions, the time, in years, months, &c. would 
have been as follows: —Firſt, if they had 
meant real days, it would have been 6 years 
3 months 3 weeks and about 3 days; and if 
weeks, then 44 years 1 month and 1 day; 
and if months, it muſt then have been 176 
years 4 months and 4 days; but if they ſigni- 
fied years, then of courſe it muſt be 2300 
Fears. | 

Now by the term Sanctuary, we underſtand, 
that the Holy Spirit here fignified, what 1s 
called in this viſion the Pleaſant Land ; and 
elſewhere the Holy Land, the Land of Judea, 
and the Land of Promiſe: a Land polluted 
at this day, by the groſs abominations of In- 
| fidels. We therefore conclude, theſe days 
are not yet accompliſhed, and that conſe- 
quently they meant ſo many years. This 
will alſo farther appear, from the following 
conſiderations, 


Firſt, 


12 


Firſt, we find it ſtands upon record, the 
credibility of which cannot be controverted, 
that the firſt great battle which was fought 
between the Perſians and the Grecians, in the 
realms of Greece; was that ever famous battle, 
which was fought in the Marathonian Fields, 
within ten miles of Athens; and from thence 
called the battle of Marathon. And the very 
day whereon this memorable battle was fought, 
we have regiſtered by a faithful hiſtorian. For, 
as I have before mentioned, in page 50, we are 
informed by Plutarch, that it was on the 6th 
day of the month Boedromion; the 3d month 
in the Attic Kalendar, after the Summer Sol- 
ſtice; in the 3d year of the 72d Olympiad. 
Which year was the 32d of the reign of Darius 
the Perſian, who iſſued out the decree for re- 
building the Temple; and who called alſo for 
that curſe, which the Almighty hath ſince 
brought upon the Romans: for their deſtruc- 
tion of the Temple. This we learn from the 
6th chapter of the book of Ezra, for after 
this King had ordered the Temple to be re- 
built, he ſubjoined thele words: “ And the 
„ God that hath cauſed his name to dwell 
e there, deſtroy all Kings and people that 
“ ſhall put to their hand to alter and to de- 
R 2 4 ſtroy 


(124 ] 
& firoy this Houſe of God which is at Jervu- 


e falem.” And this Prince, it appears, was the 
inſtrument, in the hands of the Almighty, to 
commence this viſion ; for he puſhed the Per- 
ſian arms weſtward, and northward, and ſouth- 

ward: into Greece, Scythia, and Egypt. 
Hence alſo we conclude, theſe 2 300 prophe- 
tic days meant 2300 common years; becauſe 
from the death of this Prince you enjoyed the 
quiet poſſeſſion of the Holy Land for more 
than 300 years. There could not therefore 
be properly ſaid to be any cleanſing of the 
Sanctuary during that time. And if theſe 
days had meant days of months, we have 
ſhewn they muſt have terminated within 177 
years. Beſides 1t appears, according to the en- 
quiry of one of the Saints, that not only the 
Sanctuary was to be cleanſed, when theſe days 
were to terminate, but alſo that the Ho was no 
longer to be trodden under foot. And by the 
term Hot, you will doubtleſs readily admit, 
was meant yourſelves; and conſequently that 
theſe days are not yet at an end. From hence 
alſo we infer, that your final temporal reſto- 
ration, as a nation, will take place at the ter- 
mination of theſe days. And this, we ſay muſt 
: be, at the fartheſt, within zh:rty years. Surely 
you 
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you will then ſay, “Glad tidings this to our 
« ears;” ſo ſay we: yet are not theſe tidings 
like the glad tidings of the goſpel, that bringeth 
the ſound of eternal ſalvation to the ears of all 
ſinners, that are not wilfully incredulous; that 
ſalvation which we believe your nation will 
embrace, at God's appointed time: for in his 
hands are the iſſues of all things. 

But farther to prove the grand point of our 
poſition, that your reſtoration muſt take place 
in leſs than 30 years, we muſt again have re- 
courſe to our Chronology ; whereby we find, 
that the 32d year of the reign of Darius, was 
the 355 8th year of the world: and by deduct- 
ing thele 3558 years from 5830, the preſent 
age of the world, according to our Chronology, 
we come to know that 2272 years have paſſed 
away, fince that famous battle was fought ; 
and that therefore only about 28 remain, to 
make up 2300. Hence it appears, the termina- 
tion of thete prophetic days, mult be certainly 
near at hand ; admitting that they commenced 
when this battle was fought, and that they ſig- 
nified ſo many years. And we ſay it may be, 
that they may end in lets than 28 years; be- 
cauſe we know that the Perſians ſent to de- 
mand earth and water of the Grecians, as to- 
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kens of ſubmiſſion to their monarchy, ſome 
few years before they fought this bloody battle. 


We think, therefore, that we ſtand on firm 


ground, when we aſſert that there are not 
30 years to come, ere your reſtoration will 
take place. Theſe things then are well wor- 
thy of your conſideration. And if, on this 
occaſion, you pay ſome attention to the pre- 
dictions of the Holy Spirit by the Prophet 
Hoſea, it may ſerve to enlighten your minds on 


this ſubject. For after the Lord had ſpoken 
by him, thoſe words which we have quoted 


in page 113, the Holy Spirit then, in the 


verſes which immediately follow in the ſubſe- 
quent chapter, puts a word as it were in your 
mouths; by ſaying, * Come and let us return 
« unto the Lord, for he hath torn and he 
„ will heal us; he hath ſmitten and he will 
% bind us up: after 7wwo days will he revive 
« us in the third day; in the third day he will 


„ raiſe us up, and we ſhall live in his fight. 


„ Then ſhall we know, if we follow on to 
„ know the Lord: His going forth is prepared 
<« as the morning, and he ſhall come unto us 
„ as the rain, as the latter and former rain 


„ unto the earth.” Where, by one day, it 


ſhould ſeem, the Holy Ghoſt meant one 7hou- 
; ſand 


1 


ſand years; ſeeing in another place it ſays, of 


the great Jehovah, ** A thouſand years in thy 
« ſight are but as yeſterday (or one day) ſeeing 
« that is paſſed, as a watch in the night.” 
And if ſo, then the Holy Spirit hereby ſigni- 
fied, that after two thouſand years had expired, 
your nation ſhould again revive in the third 
thouſand : but when theſe three thouſand years 
were to begin, was to be the ſubject of a ſub- 
ſequent revelation. For we have no mention 
made of their commencement, but in that 
viſion of Daniel, of which we have here been 


ſpeaking ; which did not take place until many | 


years after the time of Hoſea. Theſe things 
being duly weighed, and maturely conſidered, 
it will appear highly probable ; that ere long, 
the Lord will give ſome gracious ſign or token, 
of his merciful intentions toward you. For 
„ Thus ſaith the Lord God, behold I will 
« lift up mine hand to the Gentiles, and ſet 
« up my ſtandard to the people; and they 
« ſhall bring thy ſons in their arms, and 
„thy daughters ſhall be carried upon their 
„ ſhoulders: and all fleſh ſhall know, that I 
„the Lord am thy Saviour and thy Re- 
* deemer, the Mighty One of Jacob.“ 
Again, 
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Again, the Holy Spirit, ſpeaking of the 
Lord, ſays, “ He ſhall ſet up an enfign for 
& the nations, and ſhall aſſemble the outcaſts 
& of Iſrael, and gather together the diſperſed 
* of Judah, from the four corners of the 
& earth.” When, then, this great day ſhall 
come to paſs, we hope you will moſt readily 
attend to the gracious call. Yet remember, 
that the Lord ſays, 1 do not this for your 
& fakes, O Houſe of Iſrael, but for mine 
“ holy name's ſake, which ye have profaned 
% among the heathen whither you went.” 
And when you call this to mind, we truſt that 
you will know that it is your duty, to endea- 
vour to ſanctify his holy name. To do which, 
we believe you will one day be ſenſible, that you 
muſt co-operate with his Holy Spirit; to con- 
vince the heathen, that Jeſus Chriſt was and is 
the Lord's Anointed : the Holy One in Iſracl. 
Yet do we not expect that you will do this 
with all your heart, and with all your ſoul, 
and with all your mind, until your reſtoration. 
For thus ſaith the Lord God, ye ſhall know 
« that I am the Lord when J have opened 
your graves, O my people, and brought 
you up out of your graves, and ſhall put 

(4e my 
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„ my Spirit in you, and ye ſhall live, and 1 
** (hall place you in your own land.” Previous 
to which gracious converſion, it ſhould ſeem, 
vou muſt courageouſly exert yourſelves, and 
make uſe of all lawful human means, to regain 
poſſeſſion of that good land, which God gave 
to your great forefather and his poſterity, for 
an everlaſting poſſeſſion. For thus faith the 
Lord, Judah alſo ſhall fight at Jeruſalem 
*« and the wealth of all the heathen round 
e about ſhall be gathered together, gold and 
« ſilver and apparel in great abundance.” And 
when you {ſhall do this, with a firm reliance 
on the mercy of the Almighty, it appears 
likewiſe that he will alſo fight for you. For 
thus again ſays the Lord, “It ſhall come to 
“ paſs in that day, (that great day when he 
„ ſhall glorify his great name in the fight of 


. 


6 all the nations that come againſt Jeruſa- 
„ lem.” And, ſays the Holy Spirit, This 
ſhall be the plague wherewith the Lord will 
{mite all the people that have fought againſt 
Jeruſalem. Their fleſh ſhall conſume away 
while they ſtand upon their feet. And their 
eyes ſhall conſume away 1n their ſockets, 
And their tongues ſhall conſume away in 
5 « their 
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3 
& their mouths.—In that day ſhall the Lord 
& defend the inhabitants of Jeruſalem : and 
« he that is feeble among them at that day 
& ſhall be as David; and the Houle of David 
„ ſhall be as God, as the Angel of the Lord 
* before them.“ 

Now give me leave to aſk you one queſtion, 
1, e. Who are the people, that at this day, 
prevent you from enjoying this goodly land? 
Is it Chriſtians or 1s it Infidels? All the world 
knows, that it 1s the followers of the falſe 
Prophet Mahomet. An impoſtor, who was 
both inſolent to man, and audacious to God. 
And it is almoſt beyond all the degrees of pro- 
bability, that it 1s with them you muſt here- 
after contend, for the poſſeſſion of your pater- 
nal inheritance. And who can ſay, but that the 
preſent war, between the Turks, your greateſt 
enemies, and the two great powers of Auſtria 
and Ruſſia, may not tend to bring about that 
great and glorious event; and this at a time 
when you, and the generality of mankind, 
ſeem little to expect it. Iu caſe of ſuch an 
event then, to whom, under God, could you 
ſo properly look up to for aid, as to the Chriſ- 
tians? Why then ſpeak harſhly of them and 
their great Lawgiver? who we mult believe is 
the 
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the Anointed Prince, that will reign over both 

you and us. And which, we are fully per- 

; ſuaded, you allo would think, were you not 

; ſo flow of heart, to believe all that Moſes and 
the Prophets have written concerning Chriſt. 

Give me leave allo to obſerve, that we are 

, led to think, from ſome expreſſions in the holy 


, writings, that when the Lord thall begin to turn 
your captivity, then England thallſtand foremoſt 

g among the nations, to convey you home to 
” 
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your own country. You will therefore perhaps 
do well to make her in particular your friend. 
. For the Holy Spirit, in the writings of the 
Prophet Iſaiah, when it is predicting of your 
final reſtoration and the rebuilding of Jeruſalem, 
ſpeaks by a figure of ſpecch, as having a fore- 
- view of the fleet of ſhips, bringing you home to 
t your own land. And in the moſt beautiful lan- 
\ | guage it cries out, Who are theſe that fly as 
t 
e 


mA.” 
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4 a cloud, and as the doves to their windows? 

“ Surely the iſles thall wait for me, and zhe 

» | *< Mhips of Tarſhiſh firſt, to bring thy tons from 
— 6 far, their ſilver and their gold with them, 
4 & unto the name of the Lord thy God, and 
" | * to the Holy One of Iſraclbecauſe he hath 
0 „ glorified thee. And the ſons of ſtrangers 
Z . 
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„ ſhall build up thy walls; aud their Kings 
4 S 2 „ ſhall 
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„ ſhall miniſter unto thee. For in my wrath 
« T ſmote thee, but in my favour have I had 
„ mercy on thee,” Now we are told by an- 
cient authors, that that great commercial 
people of old times, the Phenicians, traded to 
thoſe large iflands that lay weſtward of the 
pillars of Hercules; a name given by their 
ſailors to the great rocks and high lands on 
each fide the Straits of Gibraltar. And the 
Prophet Ezekiel, ſpeaking of the commerce 
that was carried on in thoſe times, in that 
once great and famous city of Tyre or Tyrus, 


ſays, ** Tarſhih was thy merchant, by reaſon 
of the multitude of all kinds of riches with 


&* 7ron, tin, and lead, they traded in thy fairs,” 
Now it 1s well known, that this ifland abounds 
in theſe different articles of commerce; but 
where is an iſland in all the Mediterranean 
Sea, that produceth iin in ſufficient quantities 


(like this iſland) to become a great article of 


trade? We know of none. And therefore 
conclude the Holy Spirit here ſpeaks of the 
iſland of Great Britain. And it we add hereto, 
what Herodotus ſays of the importation of in, 
into the difterent countries of the Levant in 
his time; we ſhall then have but little rea- 


ſor. to doubt, that the Holy Spirit, by this 
prediction 
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prediction concerning Tarſhiſh, meant our 
fland. For ſays he, The Phœnicians ap- 
4 plied themſelves to make long voyages, 
% and uſed to carry the merchandizes of 
« Egypt and Aſſyria into divers parts. Yet 
J have never ſeen any man who, by his 
& own experience, could inform me, concern- 
« ing the nature of that ſea, which bounds 
„ the extremities of Europe. However it is 
& certain, that amber and tin come from the 
« remoteſt parts: but I have nothing certain 
« to relate concerning the weſtern bounds of 
« Europe. Neither can I aflent to thoſe who 
„tell us of a river, by the Barbarians called 
« Eridanus, which they ſay furniſhes amber, 
« and runs northward into the ſea, I know 
« as little of the iflands called Caſſiterides, 
« from the iin which is thence imported 
„among us.” Thus doth this venerable hiſ- 
torian, give us his teſtimony, that /n was 
imported into thoſe countries of the Levant, 
bordering on the moſt eaſtern parts of the 
Mediterranean Sea, (and ſuch were Tyre and 
Sidon) from the great iflands beyond the moſt 


weſtern coaſts of Europe; which iſlands muſt. 


be the ifles of Great Britain. We therefore 
conclude, that the Holy Spirit, by the ſhips 


of 
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of Tarſhiſh, moſt undoubtedly, here ſpeaks of 
thoſe that belong to England. From whence 
we infer, that this iſland ſhall be among the 
firſt of the nations, to convey you to your own 
country at the appointed time. You will then 
do well, to conſider likewiſe theſe things; as 
perhaps much may depend hereon, concerning 
your future welfare, At the ſame time we 
cannot but exhort you to remember, that be- 
fore this day comes, you have much to do, 
to conciliate and obtain the favour of the great 
eternal JEHovan. This you may learn from 
the writings of the Prophets in general ; and 
in particular from thoſe of the Prophet Eze- 
kiel: from the whole tenor of whoſe writings, 
and more eſpecially from thoſe in his 36th, 
37th, 38th, and 3gth chapters, it ſhould 
ſeem, you will have great occaſion to implore 
the aid of the Lord Gop. For from the va- 
rious and ſublime declarations of the Holy 
Spirit therein, there is great reaſon to think, 
that the Turks, the deſcendants of Meſhech 
and Tubal, will either oppoſe your reſtoration, 
or come againſt you after your reſtoration, with 
large and powerful armies. At which time 
the Lord hath declared, he will magnify him- 

ſelf and ſanctify himſelf, in the eyes of many 


nations; 
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nations ; by calling for a ſword againſt Gog, 
the chief Prince of Meſhech and Tubal : the 
deſcendants-of whom we know the Turks to 
be, and that there is no other nation, of. that 
lineage, upon the face of the whole _— {0 
powerful as them. 

Now the deſcription of the great day of 
God's vengeance againſt this nation, it muſt be 
confeſſed, greatly exceeds that of any other, in 
all the facred writings. For although the great 
day of his wrath againſt your forefathers was 
very terrible indeed, yet was there a remnant 
left, whoſe poſterity was again to take ropt 
downward, and to fpring forth upward. But 
as for this Prince and people, the Holy Spirit 
declares, they ſhall come to their end and none 
ſhall help them. For of this power, it ſhould 
ſeem, the Angel Gabriel plainly ſpeaks, in the 
latter part of the x 1th chapter of the Prophet 
Daniel; where he makes known to the Pro- 
phet what was noted in the {ſcripture of truth. 
And we cannot help thinking, that what 1s 
ſpoken in the laſt verſe but one of that chap- 
ter, has a reference to the preſent time. For of 
that power of whom the Angel there ſpeaks, he 
lays, * Tidings out of the Ea/? and out of the 
North ſhall trouble him; therefore he ſhall 
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go forth with great fury to deſtroy and ter 


e to make away many.” And whoever reflects 
on the various circumſtances attending the rite 
and progreſs of the preſent war, will find there 
is a great ſimilarity between that prediction 
and this event, We cannot alſo but notice, 
that it is a well known fact, that during the 
courſe of this war, they have fought with 
ſingular fury ; and, what is worthy of remark, 
their orders to their Generals at the commence- 
ment of the war, was utterly to deſtroy, and 
to exterminate the Ruſſians, from off the face 
of the earth. It may not alſo be amils to 
obſerve here, that this averſion of theirs to 
the Ruſſians ſeems to ariſe from a tradition 
that is ſaid to be current among them and the 
Greeks, that their empire ſhall be deſtroyed 
by that great power. 

This we learn from the writings of Sir 
Paul Rycaut, who lived ſome years among 
the Greeks, and publiſhed an account of the 
ſtate of that church in his time. Wherein 
he ſays, the Muſcovites have a great reſpect 
“ and reverence for the head of the Greek 
„church; and the Greeks on the other fide 
have an eſteem and affection for the Muſ- 
5 covites, as for thoſe whom ancient prophe- 
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& cies mention, to be deſigned by God for 
„ their avengers and deliverers in after ages.“ 
This tradition, we are alſo told, is current 
among the Turks, and probably they derived its 
origin from them; and it is likely the Greeks 
have founded it on ſome of the predictions in 
the writings of Daniel, and the apocalypſe of 
St. John; and perhaps on that myſtical ex- 
preſſion, which we have in the book of 
Daniel, of a time times and half a time. 
Which expreſſion, as we meet with it in the 
laſt chapter of this Prophet, we cannot alſo 
but think, has a reference to that empire. For 
in the chapter preceding this, after that verſe 
which we have above quoted, the Angel men- 
tions, their coming into the Holy Land (as we 
underſtand it) to plant their tabernacles, or pitch 
their tents, betwixt the ſeas 1n the glorious Holy 
Mountain. After which he informs Daniel, 
that at that time, Michael the great Prince 
ſhould ſtand up, who ſtandeth for his people, 
and that there ſhould be a time of trouble, 
ſuch as never was fince there was a nation. 
Then he goes on and tells him of the rewards 
and bleſſings, that ſhould await the wiſe and the 
righteous. Finally commanding him, to ſhut 
vp the words and ſeal the book; even to the 
T time 
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time of the end. Immediately upon which we 
find the Prophet had a viſion, whereby he was 
given to underſtand by this myſtical phraſe, 
how long it ſhould be to the end of thoſe won- 
ders, of which the Angel had been giving him 
a narrative. For he ſays, then I Daniel 
& looked, and behold there ſtood other two, 
& the one on this ſide of the bank of the river, 
„and the other on that fide of the bank of 
«the river, And one ſaid to the man cloathed 
& in linen, which was upon the waters of the 
& river—How long ſhall it be to the end of 
e theſewonders? And J heard the man cloathed 
& in linen, which was upon the waters of the 
„ river; when he held up his right hand and 
his left hand unto heaven, and ſwear by 
„ him that liveth for ever and ever, that it 
« ſhall be; for a lime times and half a time.” 
Now this myſtical expreſſion was never at- 
tempted to be developed, by any one born of 
a woman; until Jeſus Chriſt came into the 
world, did all he was to do, ſuffered all he 
was to ſuffer, and aſcended up into heaven ; 
thereby leading captivity captive, that he 
might receive gifts for men, and thenceforth 
be endued with all power in heaven and in 
earth, At which time, our ſcriptures inform 
= Ws 
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us, he ſent his Angel unto his ſervant John; to 
ſignify unto him thoſe revelations, which God 
the Father gave unto Chriſt, to ſhew unto 
his ſervants things which muſt ſhortly come 
to paſs. In which revelations, the Lord hath 
been graciouſly pleaſed to diſcloſe, more fully 
than by the former Prophets, his merciful in- 


tentions to his people; and his kind thoughts 


toward them. For of theſe his mercies, the 
Holy Spirit declares he had ſpoken in old 
times, by his ſervants the Prophets of Iſrael, 
for. many years. By the declarations of the 
Holy Ghoſt alſo, we are given to underſtand, 
that after the accompliſhment of God's indig- 
nation againſt you, and the purification of his 
elect amongſt us; he will then create new 
times, make Jeruſalem the joy of the whole 
earth, and eſtabliſh peace in the world. Theſe 
ſayings we are certain are faithful and true. 
And he who witnefleth theſe things, faith, 
ſurely I come quickly, and my reward 1s with 
me to give to every man according as his work 
ſhall be. And he who teſtifieth this, declareth 
alſo to us, more particularly than he ever did, 
by the former Prophets, when this great event 
{ſhall take place. For God, who at ſundry 
* times, and in divers manners, ſpake in time 
TI'S. « paſt, 
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* paſt, unto the fathers by the Prophets, hatfy 
& in theſe laſt days ſpoken unto us by his 
& dear Son, whom he hath appointed heir of 
„ all things, by whom alſo he made the 
c worlds, and hath anointed him with the 
„oil of gladneſs above his fellows.” Let us 
then, brethren, from a real love of truth, ſin- 
cerely endeavour to enquire after, and fearch 
the ſcriptures to find out, that great day, 
whereof the LorD Gop ſaith, this is the day 
whereof I have ſpoken. That great day which 
was and is to terminate, the time times and 
half a time. That myſtical expreſſion which 
Damiel declares he heard but underſtood not. 
And who, when he enquired what was to be 
the end of theſe things, was anſwered in theſe 
words: © Go thy way Daniel, for the words 
ce are cloſed up, and ſealed, till the time cf 
„the end.” Where, by the term words, 
the Holy Spirit, it ſhould ſeem, meant this 
enigmatic phraſe : which expreſſion we alto 
meet with in the viſion which Daniel ſaw, in 
the firſt year of the reign of Belſhazar, King 
of Babylon. Wherein it was declared to him, 
that they comprehended that great period of 
time, during which the Saints of the Moſt 
High, were to be given into the hands of tliat 
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wicked and ungodly power, which was to 
ariſe in the latter days; and was to ſpeak 
great words againſt the Moſt High, and to 
wear out the Saints of the Moſt High, and 


think to change times and laws, 


But when the termination of this great pe- 
riod is arrived, then we learn the ungodly 


thrones are to be caſt down, the Ancient of 


Days to ſit, and the books be opened. And 
then, becauſe of the voice of the great words, 
which this ungodly power hath ſpoken, it is 
ſaid, the beaſt will be ſlain, his body deſtroyed 
and given to the burning flame; and thence- 
forth his dominion taken away, conſumed and 
deſtroyed unto the end. Then alſo we find 
the Saints of the Moſt High * ſhall take the 
„kingdom and pofſeſs the kingdom for ever, 
& even for ever and ever. And the kingdom 
e and dominion, and the greatneſs of the 
% kingdom under the whole heaven, ſhall be 
« given to the people of the Saints of the 
« Moſt High: whoſe kingdom is an everlaſt- 
ing kingdom, and all dominions ſhall ſerve 
& and obey him. Hitherto is the end of the 
„ matter. 

Thus far were the communications of the 
Angel unto Dame), and by him to the reſt of 


mankind ; 
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mankind ; but no farther did the Lord God 
diſcloſe this great myſtery, until the Meſſiah 
came, and had triumphed over Death and 
Hell. But at that time, was he graciouſly 
pleaſed to develope this myſtical expreſſion. 
For then, in thoſe revelations which he gave 
unto Chriſt to ſhew unto his ſervants, he 
gave us to underſtand ; that the 7ime times and 
half a time, meant three years and a half of 
twelve months each, and each month thirty 
days; making in the whole forty-two months, 
or twelve hundred and fixty prophetic days. 
For in theſe revelations the Church of Chriſt 
is repreſented to us under the ſimilitude of a 
woman, cloathed with the /un; and the moon 
under her feet, and upon her head a crown 
of twelve ſtars. Thereby aptly ſignifying to 
us, - the conqueſt that Chriſt, by himſelf and 
his Apoſtles, ſhould gain, over the beaſt and 
the falſe Prophet, Rome and the Porte. For 


the Holy Spirit, by the Prophet Iſaiah, it ap- 
pears, ſpeaks of them, in the latter part of 


the 24th chapter of that Prophet, when it 
ſays, Then the moon ſhall be confounded, 
„and the ſun aſhamed, when the Lord of 
« Hoſts ſhall reign in Mount Zion, and in 
„ Jeruſalem, and before his Antients glori- 

* ouſly.” 
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& ouſly.” For we cannot but underſtand this 
verſe in a figurative ſenſe; and that by the 


ſun is here meant the Roman power, and by 


the moon that of the Turks, whoſe ſtandard 
is well known to be the Creſcent. And 
when the Holy Spirit ſays, by the Prophet 
Joel, that before the great and the terrible 
day of the Lord come, „the /un ſhall be 
% turned into darkneſs, and the moon into 
e blood; we cannot allo but underſtand this 
figuratively likewiſe, of theſe two mighty 
powers; however it may happen hereafter, to 
be literally ſo in appearance. 

Now in this allegory, wherein we believe 
the Church of Chriſt is thus figuratively repre- 
ſented, by the ſimilitude of a woman cloathed 
and adorned in this wonderful manner, we alſo 
find the world repreſented under the figure of 
2 wilderneſs. Wherein the woman was to be 
fed for a thouſand two hundred and threeſcore 
days: a period of time that is, as we are in— 
formed in this allegory, equal to a time times 
and half a time. For herein it is alſo ſaid, ſhe 


was to be there nouriſhed, for a time times 
and half a time, from the face of the ſerpent. 
And for fo long a time, we find that power 
pas to endure, which is repreſented by the. 


figure 
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figure of a beaſt with ſeven heads and ten 
horns; who was to blaſpheme the name of 
God, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell 
in heaven: for it is ſaid, that power was 
given unto him to continue forty and two 
months. The ſame time, we find, was alſo 
allotted for the two witneſſes (or the eaſtern 
and weſtern churches) to prophecy or teach 
under afflictions. For it is there declared, I 
<« will give power unto my two witneſſes, and 
<& they ſhall prophecy a thouſand two hundred 
and threeſcore days cloathed in ſackcloth.” 
During which time, we alſo learn, the Holy 
City was to be trodden under foot ; for it 1s 


ſaid, the Gentiles ſhall tread the Holy City 


under foot forty and two months. 'The ſame 
time we find alſo ſignified by zhree days and a 
half, during which the dead bodies of the 
witnefles were to lie in the great city, which 
ſpiritually 1s called Sodom and Egypt. At 
the end of which time, the Spirit of God was 
to enter into them, and they were to ſtand 
upon their feet. Now py all theſe different 
expreſſions, we are informed, that a fime 
times and half a time, meant twelve hundred 


and ſixty prophetic days. Which days alſo, 


like the foregoing ones, doubtleſs are to be 
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underſtood, as ſignifying ſo many common 
days, or days of weeks, or days of months, 
or days of years. But as 1260 common days 
are only three years and a half, and 1260 
weeks but little more than 24 years, and 
1260 months but 105 years; we from hence 
conclude they hkewiſe meant 1260 years; be- 
cauſe we know the true diſciples of Chriſt, 
have been perſecuted, by the two great powers 
of Rome and the Porte, for above a thouſand 
years. 

Hence we are fully convinced, that it is 
thoſe two powers that are repreſented in theſe 
allegories, by the Beaſt and the falſe Prophet; 
and that they, together, conſtitute what we 
call the power of Anti-Chriſt. And this be- 
cauſe their principles, their perſuaſions, and 
their actions, are all diametrically oppoſite, to 
thoſe that were taught by Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles ; of which you cannot be ignorant. 
You alſo muſt doubtleſs believe, that when 
the Meſſiah's kingdom ſhall be eſtabliſhed here 
on earth, by the abolition of theſe ungodly 


powers, that then his government muſt be 


conſonant to the doctrines taught in the goſ- 
pel; becauſe they are perfectly agreeable to 
the nature of his kingdom, as it is deſeribed 
U | in 
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in the writings of Moſes and the Prophets, 
Of this we are fully convinced, as knowing 
that his kingdom muſt be eſtabliſhed in peace 
and holineſs. But with reſpect to the time, 
of the eſtabliſhment of the Meſſiah's temporal 
kingdom; it is fully evident your forefathers, 
in the days of his incarnation, were totally ig- 
norant ; becauſe they did not underſtand the 
ſcriptures, and were flow of heart to believe 
all that Moſes and the Prophets had written 
concerning him. Neither did Chriſt think it 
expedient, before he aſcended into heaven, to 
develope this myſtery; nor to acquaint his 
Apoſtles with the time, when he would eſta- 
bliſh his glorious kingdom. For at the time of 
his aſcenſion, when they aſked this queſtion 
of him, Lord wilt thou at this time reſtore 
again the kingdom to Iſrael?” He ſaid unto 
them, „it is not for you to know the times 
or the ſeaſons, which the father hath put in 
„his own power.” But we now are well in. 
formed of them. And we at this day are fully 
convinced, even according to the predictions 
of the Holy Spirit in the writings of the Pro- 
phet Daniel, that the Meſſiah's temporal king- 
dom was not then to be eſtabliſhed here on 
earth; nor until the dominion ſhould be taken 

away, 
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away, conſumed and deſtroyed, of thoſe un- 
godly powers, that were to ariſe 1n the latter 


days: and were to conſtitute the church of Anti- 


Chriſt. For theſe bounteous bleſſings, we joy- 
fully join with Daniel; and ſay “ Bleſſed 
« he the name of God for ever and ever: for 
« wiſdom and might are his, and he changeth 
the times and the ſeaſons; he removeth 
Kings, and ſetteth up kings; he giveth 
„ wiſdom unto the wiſe, and Knowledge to 
„ them that know underſtanding. He re- 
“ vealeth the deep and ſecret things; he 
„ knoweth what is in the darkneſs, and the 
light dwelleth in him.” We alfo therefore 


6 


* 


praiſe and glorify his holy name, not only for 
that he hath graciouſly been pleaſed thus to 


reveal theſe things unto his people; but becauſe 
he hath alſo aſſured us, in the holy writings, 
that there was to be a threefold coming of 
the Meſſiah. The firſt at his incarnation, the 
ſecond (if we may ſo ſay) at his fallation, 
and the third at his g/orfication, in the end of 
the ages. 

To prove this poſition, we need not to make 
any quotations from the ſcriptures; for the 
Holy Spirit, by all the Prophets fince the 
world began, hath continually and uniformly 
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ſpoken of theſe things. And although we 
meet with no expreſs declaration, in the holy 
writings, of the duration of the Meſſiah's 
temporal kingdom, any where but in thoſe 
revelations which Chriſt ſent by his Angel to 
his ſervant John; yet there appears to be ſome 
intimation of this likewiſe, from the creation 
of the world: that is to ſay, by the number of 
days, wherein God created the heaven and the 
earth, and by his bleſſed inſtitution of the holy 
ſabbath. From whence, it ſhould ſeem, it was 
given us to underſtand, that after the world had 
been, leſs or more, under the influence of the 
devil for near fix thouſand years; God Almighty 
would then give it a gracious ſabbath of reſt 
and peace, for another thouſand years, under 
the peculiar government of the Meſſiah. Yet 
are we not authorized to affirm, that Chriſt 
will come in perſon, when this his kingdom 
thall commence ; becauſe it appears that the 
Angels, at the time of his aſcenſion into hea- 
ven, did not declare the time of his deſcenſion 
from heaven. For we learn, that they only 
ſaid to his Apoſtles, © Ye men cf Galilee, 
e why ſtand ye gazing up into heaven? This 
* ſame Jeſus, which is taken up from you 
++ into heaven, thall ſo come in like manner, 
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as ye have ſeen him go into heaven,” But 
notwithſtanding the Angels did not then de- 
clare the time of this his glorious perſonal ap- 
pearance ; and therefore we conclude it to be 
at the end of the ages, when he ſhall come in 
all his glory to judge both the quick and dead, 
and to reward every man according to his 
works; vet have we reaſon to think, that 
there will be at Jeruſalem, a viſible manifeſta- 
tion of the glory of the Lord; when he ſhall 
begin to reign over you, and to fit on the 
throne of his father David. For, by the Pro- 
phet Zechariah, the Holy Spirit ſays,“ Sing 
« and rejoice, O daughter of Zion; for lo, 
„I] come, and JI will dwell in the midſt of 
« thee, faith the Lord.” Again, „Thus 
« ſaith the Lord, I am returned unto Zion, 
and will dwell in the midſt of Jeruſalem ; 
and. Jeruſalem ſhall be called a City of 
„Truth, and the Mountain of the Lord of 
& Hoſts, the Holy Mountain, And the Lord 
* ſhall inherit Judah, his portion u the Holy 
* Land, and ſhall chooſe Jeruſalem again.” 
And more particularly ſtill, Thus faith the 
„Lord of Hoſts, it ſhall yet come to paſs, 
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that there ſhall come people, and the inha- 


“ bitants of many cities, and the inhabitants 
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of one city ſhall go to another, ſaying, let 
us go ſpeedily to pray before the Lord, 
and to ſeek the Lord of Hoſts; I will go 
alſo. Yea many people and ſtrong nations 


ſhall come to ſeek the Lord of Hoſts in 
Jeruſalem, and to pray before the Lord.” 


Again, “ Thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, in 


40 
6c 
6 
ce 
ce 
40 
6 
6 
66 
60 
60 
46 
66 
60 
66 
66 
66 
66 
66 


66 


thoſe days it ſhall come to paſs, that ten 
men ſhall take hold out of all languages of 
the nations, even ſhall take hold of the 
{ſkirt of him that is a 7e, ſaying, we 
will go with you; for we have heard that 
God is with you.” And it ſhall come to 
paſs, that every one that 1s left of all the 
nations which came againſt Jeruſalem, ſhall 
even go up from year to year to worſhip the 
King, the Lord of Hoſts, and to keep the 
Feaſt of Tabernacles. And it ſhall be that 
whoſo will not come up of all the families 
of the earth unto Jeruſalem, to worſhip 
the King, the Lord of Hoſts, even upon 
them ſhall be no rain.“ “This ſhall be the 
puniſhment of all nations, this the plague 
wherewith the Lord will ſmite the heathen, 
that come -not up to keep the Feaſt of 
Tabernacles.” For, in that day ſhall 
there ve (even) upon the bells of the horſes, 
5 « HoL1- 
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« HoLINESS UNTO THE Lord.” Now theſe 
days, and thefe things, we have never yet ſeen 
come to paſs; we therefore know they are ſtill 
in the womb of futurity : and that the Lord 
will yet return unto Zion, and will dwell in 
the midſt of Jeruſalem ; for the mouth of the 
Lord hath ſpoken it. But why think ye, that 
it is here ſaid, all the families of the earth 
ſhould go up year by year to worſhip the 
King, the Lord of Hoſts? if the Loxp Gop 
was not then and there viſibly to be tabernacled 
in THE WoRD; the great Mess1an ; through 
whom all his Father's glory ſhines, with undi- 
miniſhed luſtre. We think this to be the great 
reaſon, and the grand cauſe of this injunction. 
Yet cannot we ſay what kind of viſible ap- 
pearance this will be; but we know that it 
will be ſuch a glorious manifeſtation of the 
Divine preſence, as will ſufficiently evince the 
truth of theſe predictions: and forcibly induce 
all God's people to obey this great and gra- 
cious commandment. Now we know, there 
have been ſome perſons who have thought, 
and that there are thoſe who do now think, 
that the conflagration, the reſurrection, and 
the final day of judgment, is to follow ſoon 
after your reſtoration.— Of this opinion, it 
| ſhould 
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ſhould ſeem, is Mr. Levi. For in his Firſt 
Letter to Dr. Prieſtly, p. 55 and 56, he ſays, 
that when you are redeemed from the preſent 
long captivity, and are gathered together, 
the reſurrection of the dead is immediately 
to follow. But we think this not conſo- 
nant, but contrary, to the whole tenor of 
all the holy writings. For they uniformly 
declare, that when God's indignation is ac- 
compliſhed ; he will bleſs all his people. As 
alſo that after you have been many days, (as 
you have now been for 1700 great prophetic 
ones) without a King, and without a Prince; 
and without a Sacrifice, and without an Image; 
and without an Ephod, and without Teraphim; 
you ſhould then return and ſeek the Lord 
your God and David your King: and ſhould 
fear the Lord and his goodneſs in the latter 
days. And Zhen long enjoy the fruit of your 
labours. But how could this be, if the day 
of judgment, and the commencement of the 
Meſſiah's temporal kingdom, were to take 
place together, or cloſely follow each other? 
Or how could it then be ſaid to be in the lat- 
ter days, wherein you were to enjoy peace 
and happineſs ? Seeing the deſtruction of the 
world muſt precede, and a new creation fuc- 

cced, 


Wa 


ceed, to the great and awful day of the gene- 
ral reſurrection. 

Hence we conclude, Mr. Levi muſt err 
in his judgment, reſpecting this matter; and 
likewiſe all other perſons in theirs, who make 
theſe or the like concluſions : and that both 
he and they, do not rightly undetſtand the 
ſcriptures, concerning the Meſſiah's ſabbatical 
kingdom: or the millenary reign of Chriſt and 
his Saints upon earth. For it is fully evi- 
dent from the writings of Moſes and the Pro- 
phets, as well as from the Evangeliſts and 
Apoſtles, that this glorious event muſt take 
place on the abolition of the ungodly power of 
Anti-Chriſt. At which time we think, with- 
out a doubt, all the faithful, both in heaven 
and on earth, will conſtitute Chriſt's glorious 
church triumphant; all worſhipping and 
praiſing him, who was, and 1s, and 1s to 
come, the LorD's ANOIN TED. Let us then, 
brethren, meekly endeavour, devoid of all 
bitterneſs and gall, truly to trace out that 
great day; when the Lord God Almighty, will 
doubtleſs demoliſh the dominion of this un- 
godly power, and eternally eſtabliſh that of 
* his own dear Son. For on the knowledge of 
- © this circumſtance, you, as well as we, may 
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alſo found another rational hope, that your 
future felicity and great glory, is certainly 
near at hand. For we are not ignorant of 
that great myftery, that blindneſs in part has 
happened to you, until the times of the Gen- 
tiles are fulfilled. And as many perſons of your 
nation, were partakers of the mercies of God, 
in the days of the Apoſtles; ſo we know the 
whole of it will begin to be ſaved with an 
everlaſting ſalvation, at the end of the time 
iimes and half a time. Well, therefore, ſpake 
one of your Rabbies in ſaying, * When Rome 
| 4. ſhall be deſtroyed there ſhall be redemption 
& for Iſrael,“ for ſo fay we; becauſe we be- 
lieve the prefent impotent remains of that 
great kingdom, conſtitutes one great branch 
of Anti-Chriſt. Wherefore knowing this, 
and that, as we have already ſhewn, this 
myſtical expreſſion fignified 1260 common 
years; you will doubtleſs very readily conceive 
with us, that nothing more is neceſſary, to 
diſcover the time of the termination of this 
great period, than to find out that of its com- 
mencement; 1. e. by inveſtigating the origin 
of the power of Anti-Chriſt, in its two great 
branches, of the Beaſt and the falſe Prophet. 
In order then to obtain this great requiſite, we 
muff 
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muſt have recourſe to the hiſtory of the riſe 
of theſe two great, idolatrous, and perſecuting 
powers; that is to ſay, the Papal and the Ma- 
hometan. Now by the hiſtory of the riſe and 
progreſs of the Papal power, we find that the 
blaſphemous ſupremacy of the Pope, was eſta- 
bliſhed in the year fix hundred and fix of our 


Era; by virtue of a grant, from the wicked ty- 


rant Phocas, a Roman Emperor. And from the 
hiſtory of the life of Mahomet, we learn that 
in the very ſame year, that falſe Prophet firſt 
compoſed his compound of lies, impiety and 
blaſphemy, which conſtitutes the Alcoran. 
And at that time, both theſe powers at- 
tempted to eſtabliſh their falſe religion, and un- 
godly empire, by impoſture and impiety. And 
from that time to this, their followers have en- 
deavoured to propagate their falſe tenets, and 
to impoſe their falſehoods and their forgeries 
upon mankind, both by fire and ſword. 
This year therefore, we ſay, was the æra of the 
commencement of the empire of Anti-Chritt 
or thoſe two impious powers, deſcribed in the 
two viſions of the Prophet Daniel, which he 
ſaw in the third year of the reign of Belſhazar 
King of Babylon, and in the third year of the 
reign of Cyrus, King of Perſia. In the former 
X 2 of 
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of which the Papal power, and in the lat- 
ter the Infidel, 1s plainly deſcribed. And they 
may both properly be ſaid, to conſtitute one 
great Anti-Chriſtian power; as the impious 
doctrine of Perſecution, is the great tenet of 
them both; which is the very reverſe to that 
of Chriſt, whoſe great commandment was, 
and 1s, and ever will be, Brotherly Love. If 
to this conſideration then, we add the well- 
known circumſtance ; of the city of Conſtan- 
tinople, having been ſucceſſively, the capital 
of the Roman and the Turkiſh empires; it will 
ſerve to confirm our concluſions. And, ad- 
mitting theſe facts and concluſions to be juſt 
and true, we ſay, the total deſtruction of theſe 
two impious empires, will take place about 
the year 1866 of our æra. Conſequently it will 
be about ſeventy-ſeven years hence, and forty- 
nine years, or one jubilee period, after the 
termination of the 7wo thouſand three hundred 
days; reckoning their commencement from 
the battle of Marathon. Then, and not till 
then, do we expect your complete converſion 
to Chriſtianity. For after the LoxD Gop had 
declared, by the Prophet Ezekiel, (ch, xxxvil.) 


the certainty of your reſtoration in the latter 


days; we find the Lord alſo commanded the 
| Prophet 
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Prophet to prophecy againſt Gog, the Land of 
Magog, and to declare, that they ſhould come 
againſt the Mountains of Iſrael in the latter 
years; and that they ſhould come againſt you 
as a cloud to cover the land in the latter days. 
At which time likewiſe the Lord declares he 
will be ſanctified in them, before your eyes; 


aud make them know that he is the Lord. 


“ Behold it is come and it is done, ſaith the 
«© LORD Gop; this is the day whereof I have 
„ ſpoken. And I will ſet my glory among 
„ the heathen, and all the heathen ſhall ſee 
8 my judgment that I have executed, and 
* my hand that I have laid upon them. So 
« the Houſe of Iſrael ſhall know that I am 
* the Lord their God from that day and ſor- 
« ward.” Knowing theſe things, therefore, 
we boldly blow the trumpet in Zion, and 
ſound an alarm in God's Holy Mountain; 
for thus ſaith the Holy Spirit, “the day of 
the Lord cometh, for it is nigh at hand. 
« A day of darkneſs and of gloomineſs, a day 
6 of clouds aud of thick darkneſs, as the morn- 
ing ſpread upon the mountains (againſt) a 
great people and a ſtrong ; there hath not 
been ever the like, neither ſhall be any more 
after it, even to the years of many genera- 
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e tions.” © The fun and the moon ſhall be 
& darkened, and the fars ſhall withdraw 
&« their ſhining.” For then ſhall Idolatry and 
Infidelity, Rome and the Porte, be no more. 
Ought ye not then, brethren, likewiſe to 
« blow the trumpet in Zion, and ſanctify a 
& faſt, call a ſolemn aflembly, ſanctify the 
& congregation, and gather all the people to- 
% gether into the Houſe of the Lord your 
«© God? And there rend your hearts and not 
c your garments, and turn unto the Lord 
c your God; for he is gracious and merciful, 
„ ſlow to anger and of great kindneſs, and 
<« repenteth him of the evil. Who knows if 
& he will return and repent and leave a bleſ- 
e ſing behind him.” If you will but join in 
the prayer with the mariners of Joppa, when 
they caſt Jonah into the ſea; and cry aloud 
unto the Lord God and ſay, We beſeech 
„ thee O Lord, we beſeech thee, let us not 
4 periſh for this man (Jeſus Chriſt's) life, 
„ and lay not upon us innocent blood; for 
* thou O Lord haſt done as it pleaſed thee.” 
“Then will the Lord be jealous for his land, 
* and pity his people. Yea the Lord will 
% anſwer and fay unto his people, behold I 
« will ſend you corn and wine and oil, and 

5 | + ye 


[ 159 J 
« ye ſhall be ſatisfied therewith : and IT will 


* no more make you a reproach among the 
« heathen.” * Prove me now herewith, faith 
* the Lord of Hoſts, if I will not open you 
% the windows of heaven, and pour you out 
e a bleſſing, that there ſhall not be room to 
« receive it; and all nations ſhall call you 
e blefled, and it ſhall come to paſs that at even 
« time it ſhall be light.” Hearken then now, 
we beſeech you, brethren, to the word of the 
Lord, and he will moſt aſſuredly be a light 
unto your paths; for the mouth of the Lord 
hath ſpoken it. And for your greater conſo- 
lation, you will perhaps do well to call to 
mind with us, what the Lord anſwered to the 
Prophet Habakkuk; when he ſtood on his 
watch, and the Lord ſaid to him, „ Write 
« the viſion and make it plain upon tables, 
* that he may run that readeth it, for the 
„ viſion is yet for an appointed time; but at 
« the end it ſhall ſpeak and not lye; though 
eit tarry, wait for it, becauſe it will ſurely 
* come, it will not tarry.” But what viſion f 
think you was it, of which the Lord here i 
ſpake? Doubtleſs it was that viſion relative 
to that ungodly power which we, for the rea- 
ſons before aſſigned, call Anti-Chriſt. Of 
whom 
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whom we have, both a lively and pictureſque 
deſcription, in the ſame chapter of this Pro- 
phet; and afterward a woe pronounced againſt 
him. For thus ſaith the Lord, Woe unto 
« him that ſaith to the wood awake; to the 
« dumb ſtone ariſe; it ſhall teach!“ and ſuch 
we know to be the Papal power. Again, the 
Lord here ſays, ** Woe to him that buildeth 
« a town with blood, and eſtabliſneth a city 
« by iniquity ! Woe to him that increaſeth 
« that which 1s not his! how long ? Woe to 
&« him that coveteth an evil covetouſneſs to 
% his houſe, that he may ſet his neſt on high, 
« that he may be delivered from the power 
&« of evil.” And ſuch we know is the power 
of the Porte; and ſuch together 1s the power 
of Anti-Chriſt. Of whom, therefore, the Lord 
here alſo ſays, Becauſe thou haſt ſpoiled 
«© many nations, all the remnant of the people 
« ſhall ſpoil thee ; becauſe of men's blood, 
« and for the violence of the land, of the 
city, and of all that dwell therein. For 
the earth ſhall be full of the knowledge of 
« the glory of the Lord as the waters cover 
the ſea.” And in ſhort, on this viſion, all 
the Prophets ſpeak without exception. Where- 
fore it ſhould ſeem it is, that Thus ſaith the 
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t Lonxp Gop, O Gog art thou not Ye of 
* whom I have ſpoken in old time by my 
“ ſervants the Prophets of Iſrael many years?” 
It may not perhaps, therefore, be thought by 
you a preſumptuous queſtion, if we ſhould 
aſk, —Is not now the Lion, the Lion of the 
Tribe of Judah, come up from his thicket ? 
And is not the deſtroyer of the Gentiles al- 
ready on his way ? Is he not gone forth from 
his place to begin to make the Land, the 
Land of Magog, deſolate ? Whoſe ultimate 
end is, that he ſhall fall upon the Mountains 
of Iſrael and ſhall have a place of graves in 
Iſrael ; where, ſays the Lord, they ſhall bury 
Gog and all his multitude. May we not there- 
fore juſtly call on you to weigh well theſe 
things; to ruminate rationally on them, and 
devoutly digeſt them in your minds? Seeing 
you are the Lord's witneſſes, that he confirm- 
eth the word of his ſervant, and performeth 

the council of his meſſengers. 
| Beſides which, we not only think we may, 
but that we alſo ought, to do this; becauſe 
the Lord hath ſaid, ** My people periſh for 
* lack of knowledge, and no man layeth to 
„ heart.” You will not therefore, I truſt, 
take any thing amiſs that hath here been ſaid, 
Y to 
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to induce you to make theſe things the ſubje& 
of your moſt ſerious conſideration. On the 
contrary, we hope you will candidly give us 
credit for our good intentions. And, that no 
doubts may remain in your minds, concerning 
the reality of the near approach of theſe great 
events; we ſhall now endeavour to adduce 
ſome few of thoſe fats, circumſtances, and 
calculations, that ſerve to confirm the truth 
of our Chronology ; and whereon theſe com- 
putations muſt depend in ſeveral inſtances. 
Previous to this, however, we mult here 
endeavour to rectify a miſtake, relative to the 
duration of the reign of the Emperor Tibe- 
rius, from the deceaſe of Auguſtus to that of 
his own death. For there are ſome authors 
who have affirmed it to have been 22 years 
and 7 months. Whereas it appears from Jo- 
ſephus, it was only 20 years and 7 months. 
And that his period of 22 years 5 months and 
3 days, in book XVIII. chapter vi. of his Anti- 
quities; was that which elapſed, from the time 
that Tiberius was firſt aſſociated with Auguſ- 
tus in the government of the exterior parts 
of the empire, until that of his own death. 
This we learn from hence—Firſt, Joſephus 
fays, in book XVIII. chapter iv. ſect. 2. Antiq. 
N : that 


1 1 
chat Pontius Pilate, when he had tarried 10 
years in Judea went to Rome; in obedience 
to the commands of Vitellius, the Preſident of 
Syria: wn order to anſwer before the Emperor 
to ſome accuſations laid againſt him by the 
Samaritan Senate; but that before he could 
get to Rome the Emperor was dead. He alſo 
informs us, in chapter vi. ſection 5. of the 
ſame book, that Pilate ſucceeded Gratus, who 
had been Procurator 11 years. And that they 
were the only two Governors ſent into Judea 
by Tiberius. He likewiſe ſays, their govern- 
mentſhips together made up the whole of this 
Emperor's reign. Whereby he doubtleſs meant, 
the whole time from the death of Auguſtus to 
that of Tiberius; becauſe he alſo ſays, chap- 
ter 11. that Gratus ſucceeded Annius Rufus; 
and that Auguſtus died during the government 
of Rufus. But it is evident that he does not 
there mean, the whole time chat Tiberius 


reigned over the provinces; becauſe he ſays, | 


(book XVIII. chapter vi. ſection 10.) that he 


died * after he had held the government 22 


* years 5 months and 3 days.” And fince 
he died the 16th of March, U. C. 788, if we 
reckon this period backward, we ſhall find 
it muſt have began on the 13th of October; 

3 whereas 
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whereas it is well known, Auguſtus died on 
the 19th of Auguſt. 

Hence it appears certain, that he reckons 
this time, from that when Tiberius died to 
that when he was joined with Auguſtus in 
the government of the external parts of the 
empire: and this aſſociation of Tiberius with 
Auguſtus, we learn from Velleius Paterculus 
and Suetonius, muſt have been about 2 years 
before the death of Auguſtus. From thence 
we come ta know Tiberius reigned only 21 
years, or rather, about 20 3, from the death 
of Auguſtus; and conſequently the admini- 
ſtration of Gratus and Pontius Pilate in Judea 
filled up the whole of that time. 

Hereby alſo we are enabled to correct an 
error in Ptolemy's Canon, at article 28 of the 
Second Part of our Chronology ; where it is 
ſaid, that from the death of Auguſtus to that 

. of Tiberius was 22 years; whereas it 1s evi- 
dent from hence it ſhould be only 20. This 
error, therefore, gives the number of years, 
from the deſtruction of Jeruſalem by the Ba- 

bylonians to that by the Romans, in the 2d 
of our general articles at page 35, 2 years too 
much, and the 3d 2 years too little. The ſum 
total, therefore, in each of theſe three articles 


ſhould 
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ſhould be as follows, viz. 3456+722+1652= 
5830, the preſent age of the world. But as 
this ſum total is the ſame as that at page 35; 
we have put it in that manner there, in order to 
point out, and here rectify, this miſtake. This 
it was the more neceſſary to do, becauſe St. 
Luke reckons the years of Tiberius from the 
death of Auguſtus: and conſequently what 
this Evangeliſt reckoned to be the 15th year 
of that Emperor, would have been the 17th, 
from his aſſociation in the government; and 
likewiſe the 18th his 2oth, as reckoned from 
theſe two epochas. Theſe different methods 
of reckoning, the time of the commencement 
of the reign of this Emperor, has cauſed this 
miſtake ; but being thus rectified, Joſephus 
will be found to agree with St, Luke, in all 
his relations of the ſame and ſimilar events. 
As a farther confirmation of what we have 


here ſaid, we obſerve that Joſephus alſo ſays, 


in chapter iv. ſection 3. of this ſame book, 
that Vitellius went up to Jeruſalem at the 
time of the Paſſover, in the 20th year of Ti- 
berius; and then depoſed Caiaphas from the 
office of High Prieſt: appointing Jonathan in 


his ſtead. And in ſection 3. of chapter v. he 


informs us, that in the year following, when 
5 the 
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the Preſident was marching his army through 
Judea, againſt Areta, King of Arabia Petrea, 
the principal inhabitants of Judea met him, 
and deſired of him not to march through their 
land; by reaſon of the many images in their 
enſigns, which the laws of their country would 
not permit them to overlook. Whereupon, ſays 
he, Vitellius ordered his army to march along 
the great Plain, while he himſelf, with Herod 
the Tetrarch, and his friends, went up to Je- 
ruſalem, to offer ſacrifices to God, at an ap- 
proaching ancient feſtival; which alſo was 
doubtleſs that of the paſſover; becauſe it ap- 
pears to have been ſoon after the death of 
Tiberius. For this author likewiſe tells us, 
that within three days after his arrival in the 
city, he deprived Jonathan of the High Prieſt- 
hood, and gave it to his brother Theophilus. 
But that on the 4th day, he received letters, 
that informed him of the death of Tiberius; 
which occaſioned him to recall his army, and 
order them to return home; whilſt he retired 
to Antioch, until he received farther orders 
from the new Emperor. 

According to this reckoning, therefore, Ti- 
berius died in the 21ſt year of his reign. In 
order then to reconcile theſe ſeemingly con- 

8 tradictory 
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tradictory accounts in this author, we muſt 
conclude, that he reckons theſe years from 
the death of Auguſtus. And that in chapter vi. 
ſection 10, he reckons the whole duration of 
this Emperor's reign, from the time of his 
being aſſociated in the government with Au- 
guſtus. We have alſo another proof of this 
from his writings. For in book XVII. chap- 
ter viii. ſection 1. he ſays, that Herod the 
Great died in the 37th year after he had been 
declared King by the Romans ; and that at 
his death he gave Gaulonitis, and Trachonitis, 
and Paneas, to his ſon Philip. He likewiſe 
informs us, in book XVIII. chapter iv. ſec- 
tion 6. that this Philip died in the 37th year 
of his reign, as Tetrarch of Trachonitis and 
Gaulonitis ; and that this was in the 2oth 
year of the reign of Tiberius. Again, in book 
XX. chapter x. ſection 1. he ſays, © the num- 
« ber of the High Prieſts from the days of 
« Herod until the day when Titus took the 
„Temple and the City, and burnt them, 
« were in all twenty-eight: the time alſo 
that belonged to them was an hundred and 
„ ſeven years.” Now as both Herod and 
Philip, each of them, died in the 37th year 
of their reſpective reigns, the ſum of their 

wo 
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two reigns could not be leſs than 72 years; 
if then we deduct 72 from 167, we have 35 
for the number of years from the 2oth year 
of Tiberius to the time that the Temple was 
deſtroyed by Titus; according to which there 
could be but 1 year from the death of Philip 
to that of Tiberius. This appears from the 
account of the duration of the reigns of the 
Roman Emperors ; according to Joſephus, 
and the Roman hiſtorians. From whom 1 
learn they were, from the death of Tiberius 
to that of Adrian, exactly as follows, viz. 
| Yrs, Mos. De, 
From the death of Tiberius, on 

March 16, U. C. 788, to that 

of Caius Caligula, was „„ 
From the death of Caius to that 

of Claudius, was 1 h 
From the death of Claudius to 


that of Nero, was - ., 
From the death of Nero to that 

of Galba, was - 17 7 
From the death of Galba to hs 

of Otho, was = - ..;\&F 3: © 
From the death of Otho to that of 

Vitellius, was 8 „ os 


From 
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Yrs. Mos. Ds. 
From the deata of Vitellius to 
that of Veſpaſian, was - 0-4 
From the death of Veſpaſian to 
that of Titus, was - . 2 1 20 
From the death of Titus to that 
of Domitian, was . 0 
From the death of Domitian to 
that of Nerva, was 1 4.8 
From the death of Nerva to that 
of Trajan, was - - "19 025 


From the death of 'Trajan to that 
of Adrian, on the .1oth of July, 
U. C. 889, was — 20 10 29 


Total 101 3 13 


And this account of the duration of the 
reigns of theſe Emperors, from the firſt year 
of the reign of Caligula to that of the thir- 
teenth of Domitian, I find confirmed by two 
peculiar circumſtances in Joſephus. For in 
book XX. chapter xi. ſection 2. of his Anti— 
quities, he ſays, the 7h/r/eenth year of Cæſar 
Domitian was the fifty-/ixth year of his own 
age. And in ſection 1. of his own life, he 
informs us that he was born to Matthias, in 
the firſt year of the reign of Caius Cæſar. 

. Now 
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Nov according to this table of theſe reigns, 
it appears that, from the firſt year of Caius 


Caligula to that of the twelfth year of Czfar 


Domitian, both incluſive, was fifty-fix years 
and a half. If, therefore, Joſephus was born 
after the ſixth month of the firſt year of the 
reign of Caligula, as doubtleſs from this ac- 
count he was, then in the beginning of the 
thirteenth year of Domitian, he muſt have 
been in the fifty- ſixth year of his age. 
Theſe two eircumſtances, therefore, con- 
firm the truth and accuracy of this table of 
the reigns of the Roman Emperors, from the 
death of Tiberius to the thirteenth year of 
the reign of Domitian. Hence then we can 
have no doubts, about the time that elapſed, 


from the paſſover when Tiberius died to 


that when Titus laid ſiege to Jeruſalem, in 
the ſecond year of the reign of Veſpaſian; 
which appears to be juſt 34 years; accord- 
ing to the duration of the reigns in this 
table. To which if we add 1 year more, 
for the time from the twentieth year of 'Tibe- 
rius to his death, it makes 35 in the whole; 


which added to 72, makes 107. The number 
of years which Joſephus ſays paſſed away, 


from 
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from the beginning of the reign of Herod to 
the time that Titus took and deſtroyed the 
City and the Temple. Tiberius muſt there- 
fore have died, according to this account of 
Joſephus, in the twenty-firſt year of his reign, 
after the death of Auguſtus. 

This circumſtance appears likewiſe to be 
confirmed by St. Paul. For in his Epiſtle to 
the Galatians, chapter i. and ii. he informs 
them, that three years after his converſion, 
he went up to Jeruſalem, and abode fifteen 
days with St. Peter; and that fourteen years 
after he went up again to the Holy City by 
revelation, taking Barnabas and Titus with 
him. At which time, as we learn from St. 
Luke, in the 24th chapter of the Acts, Paul 
was bound and put in priſon by Felix, the 
Governor of Judea; and remained there for 
two years, until Portius Feſtus came into 


Judea in the room of Felix. And Joſephus 


informs us, that Feſtus was appointed to be 


Procurator by Nero, about the ſecond year 
of his reign, vide book XX. chapter vin. 
Hence we come to know that, the time 
from Paul's converſion to the ſecond year of 
Nero, was nineteen years. His converſion 
therefore appears to have been, cither in the 


Z 2 laſt 
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laſt year of Tiberius or in the firſt year of 
Caius Caligula; becauſe the amount of the 
reigns of Caius and Claudius 1s 174 years, to 
which if we add 11 year, out of the reign 
of Nero, it makes 19, Hence alſo we con- 
clude, the converſion of Cornelius was not 
before the firſt year of Caius ; becauſe that of 
Paul appears, from the gth chaptet of the 
Acts of the Apoſtles, to have been a little 
while before that of Cornelius. And we 
reckon that of the latter to have been about 
the beginning of the ſecond year of Caligula. 
At which time, we are informed the Apoſtles 
and Diſciples of Chriſt firſt began to ſpeak 
unto the Grecians, and to preach the Lord 
Jeſus. And hence it is that we have a full 
proof of the accompliſhment of that prediction 
relative to the Meſſiah, in the latter part of 
the Prophecy of the ſeventy weeks; where 
the Angel ſays of him, “He ſhall confirm 
* the covenant with many for one week, and 
« in the midſt of the week he ſhall cauſe 

the ſacrifice and the oblation to ceaſe.” For 
from the time that Chriſt began his miſſion, 
in the 15th year of Tiberius to this time, was 
7 years; and in the 4th of theſe 7 years Chriſt 
was cut off, and thereby made the ſacrifice 


aud 
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and the oblation to ceaſe. Thoſe chronolo- 
gers therefore have erred in their judgments; 
who have conceived that the Apoſtles and Diſ- 
ciples of Chriſt, preached the Goſpel to thoſe 
of your nation only, for the firſt /evex years 
after the death of Chriſt; and ſuch were Uſher 
and others, 

This arrangement then, and this compa— 
riſon, of thete teſtimonies; we truſt, will have 
their due weight with you, and every conſi- 
derate perſon. And that they will fully con- 
vince you, of the truth of what we have here 
advanced on the ſubject. But in order to con- 
firm the whole, and give an indiſputable de- 
monſtration of the accuracy of the common 
Chriſtian ra, (notwithſtanding all that has 
been ſaid to the contrary) we ſhall now en- 


deavour to execute what we before propoſed. 


That is, to prove it by aſtronomical oblerva- 
tions and arithmetical calculations: than 
which, no man of real conſideration and ſound 
judgment can require a greater proof. To ac- 
compliſh this purpoſe, we muſt here firſt ob- 
ſerve; that it ſtands recorded in the Roman 
hiſtory, from authentic documents; that in 
the year wherein Nero, their moſt infamous 
Emperor, murdered his mother ; there was a 
great ſolar eclipſe, on the 28th of April, ac- 


cording 
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cording to our reckoning. The hiſtorians of 
thoſe days alſo fully inform us, that Nero or- 
dered his mother to be killed in the 5th year of 
his reign. Which year, according to our com- 
mon zra, was A. D. 59. It muſt follow, 
therefore, that our preſent æra is true; if it 
can be proved by accurate calculations, founded 
on the preſent relative ſituations and known 
motions of the two great luminaries, that ſuch 
an eclipſe muſt have happened there at that 
time. This taſk, therefore, we ſhall here en- 
deavour to perform : to do which, we muſt 
again have recourſe to thoſe inſtruments of 
ſcience, the Aſtronomical Ephemerides for the 
preſent times. By theſe we are informed, that 
on the 24th of May, at 20 minutes paſt 10 at 
night, for the meridian of London ; there was 
a new moon and central eclipſe of the ſun, 
" viſible in the great ocean, in 154 of longitude 
weſt from London. And that on the noon of 
that day, there was but about a minute and a 
half difference, between the moon's place in 
the ecliptic and that point of her orbit, (which 
aſtronomers call her node) neceſſary to produce 
a total eclipſe of the ſun: vide White's Ephe- 
meris. Now by the common principles of aſtro- 
nomy, we know that in leſs time than 8 years 

there 
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there cannot be a new moon in the ſame month 
within leſs than 44 hours. The reaſon of this 
is, that in 8 years there are 252,455,496 ſe- 
conds, and that herein there are 99 lunations, 
wanting 1 day 20 hours 16 minutes 21 ſeconds. 
Hence ariſes that period, well known to the 
conſtructors both of your and our kalendars, 
called the Octenial Period. They likewiſe well 


knew, that there could not be a new moon, 


in the ſame month, at the ſame diſtance of 


time from the equinox, within 2 hours, in 
leſs time than 19 years; but that in that time 
there might ; becauſe that in 19 years there 
are 599,581,803 ſeconds, and that there is 
contained therein, 235 lunations and 7302 ſe- 
conds, or 2 hours 1 minute 42 ſeconds. Hence 
it is that this period of time has been called 
the Decemnoval Period. At the beginning 
and end of which, there may be, and there 
has been, ſeen total eclipſes of the ſame lumi- 
nary; at the ſame place, and at the ſame time, 
within the ſpace of 1 hour. Of this there are 
many inſtances, but the mention of one may 
ſuffice; and wherein it appears the difference 
was but 29 minutes*. This is that of two 


* The cauſe of this is the anticipation of the new moons, 
which occaſioned the alteration of the Julian to the Gregorian 
Style, | 
total 
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total eclipſes of the moon, ſeen at Paris in the 
years 841 and 861 of our era. The middle 
of the former of which, it is recorded, was ot 
the 2gth of March, at 14 hours 8 minutes 
and the latter on the ſame day of the month, 
at 15 hours 7 minutes, aſtronomical time. In 
the ſame manner we prove, that there may 
have been ſeen, in the ſame place, different 
eclipſes of the ſame kind, at the ſame time of 
the year, nearly at the beginning and end of 
of the Octenial Period. Of this, the follow- 
ing example is an inſtance; which happened 
in the laſt century. For it is recorded, that 
on Auguſt the 2oth, in the year 1664, there 
was an eclipſe of the ſun, and another on 
Auguſt the 22d, in the year 1672, both viſi- 
ble in the ſame place, according to Ricciolus : 
vide his Tables. Where it appears, the dif- 
ference of time, in the fame month, of theſe 
two cclipſes, was 21 hours. But never was 
it known to happen, nor can it ever be, in 
leſs time than 8 years, for the reaſons before 
mentioned, We therefore ſay we cannot err, 
with reſpect to our aſcertainment, of the time 
of this ſignal eclipſe that was ſeen at Rome; 
becauſe we cannot make fo great an error as 
8 years in our eſtimation of the duration of 


the reigns of the Roman Emperors; from the 


time 
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time of the crucifixion of Chriſt, to that of 
the deſtruction of Jeruſalem and the Temple 
by Titus. And more eſpecially, becauſe we 
have ſthewn, that the table which we have 
here given of them, is confirmed by Joſephus, 
down to the 1 4th year of Domitian, from the 
death of Tiberius. 

Now becauſe the preſent year of this #ra is 
1789, if we take from thence 59, there remains 
1730; for the number of years that have paſſed 
away from the month of April, when that 
eclipſe was ſeen, to the ſame month in the 
preſent year. If, therefore, we multiply 
31,556,937, the number of ſeconds in 1 
year, by 1730, it gives 54593,501,010, for 
the number of ſeconds in theſe 1730 years. 
Which ſum divided by 2,551,443, the num- 
ber in one lunation, gives 21,397 lunations 
3 days 4 hours 25 minutes 39 ſeconds in theſe 
years. And if hereto we add 2, 2763304 ſe- 
conds, equal to 26 days 8 hours 18 minutes 
24 ſeconds, it will make juſt 21,398 lunations, 
the number contained in theſe years from the 
new moon in May this year, to-that on April 
the 28th, A. D. 59, in the 5th year of Nero's 
reign. And becauſe the ecliple and new moon 
in May laſt, was on the 24th of that month, 
Aa at 
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at 20 minutes paſt 10 at night; and the ver- 
nal equinox on the 2oth of March, at 53 mi- 
nutes paſt 3 in the morning; this eclipſe was at 
5,682, 420 ſeconds after the equinox. If there- 
fore we take from the whole, 2,55 1,443 ſe- 
conds, or 1 lunation, there comes out 3, 406, 116 
ſeconds, for the time after the vernal equinox, 
when the new moon happened at the time of 
the eclipſe that was ſeen at Rome. Now by 
White's Ephemeris, I find the conjunction of 
the luminaries in May this year was in 2 ſigns, 
4 degrees 3 minutes, or 4 degrees and 3 minutes 
of Gemini. As alſo, that on the noon of that 
day, the difference between the moon's longi- 
tude and the place of one of her nodes, was 
but x minute and 35 ſeconds. And by the com- 
mon principles of aſtronomy we know that 
the annual motion of her nodes is nearly 19 
degrees 14 minutes and 52 feconds ;. and that 
therefore a complete revolution of one of them 
is performed in nearly 18 years and 256 days. 
And fince this eclipſe was at 10 hours and 2c 
minutes, or 37,200 ſeconds after the noon of 
that day; if we take this number 37,200 from 
54595>777,314, the time from one echpſe 
to the other, we ſhall have 54595,740,114, 
for the number of ſeconds from the noon of 


the 
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the 24th of May this year, to the time of the 
new moon at the echpſe in A. D. 59. Again 
if we divide this number by 295,112,108 
ſeconds, the number contained in one half of 
the revolution of the dame node, we ſhall come | 
to know how near the moon was to one of her 
nodes; at the time of her conjunction with the 
ſun, in the month of April in the 5th year of | 
Nero's reign. And by this operation, I find = 
there was but 15 ſeconds and 10 thirds differ- | 
ence at the conjunction. There muſt therefore 
have been a very great eclipſe of the ſun in 
April that year. But there could not be ſuch 
another eclipſe as this was, in the month of 
April, for many years either before or after 
this year. And the only one that I find upon 
record, that was ſeen in that month, for many 
years, either before or after; is a partial one 
that is ſaid to have been ſeen at Pekin in 
China, 19 years, or 1 Decemnoval Period be- 
fore this that was ſeen at Rome. At which 
time there muſt have been a partial one, ac- 
cording to our computations ; and for the rea- 
ſon aſſigned in page 175, muſt have been at 
the ſame time after the equinox, Within about 
2 hours and 2 minutes. 
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Hence it is then, that we have an evident 
and full proof, that 1719 years have paſſed 
away ſince the Romans deſtroyed the city and 
the Temple; becauſe in the foregoing table 
of the reigns of the Roman Emperors, au- 
thenticated by Joſephus to that time, it ap- 
pears there was juſt 11 years; from the time 
of your paſſover in the 5th year of Nero to 
that when Titus ſat down before the Holy 
City, and encompaſſed it with his armies, 
For theſe 1 1 years being added to 1719 makes 
1730, the number of years ſince that year of 
Nero's reign. And becauſe it plainly appears, 
from what we have here fully ſet forth, that 
Chriſt was crucified 36 years before this paſſo- 
ver; we are abſolutely certain, that ſeventeen 
hundred and fifty-five years have now paſſed 
away ſince his crucifixion ; and that therefore 
he muſt have been cut off on the day of the 
equinox, as it comes out according to our 
computation in page 89. Which computa- 
tion is confirmed, by one of the moſt ancient 
of all the hiſtorical teſtimonies, that we have 
upon record. For Euſebius informs us, in 
Hiſt. Eccl. lib. V. ch. xxiii. that by a ſynodi- 
cal epiſtle of a Council, aflembled at Cæſaria 
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in Paleſtine, upon the queſtion of keeping 
Eaſter, it was ſettled to be on the 22d of 
March. Conſequently the crucifixion, accord- 
ing to this account, muſt have been on the 
day of the equinox. And becauſe he was cut 
off in his 34th year, it muſt follow that 1789 
years have elapſed, at the end of our preſent 
year, ſince his birth. 

Hence we come to know, that the ſame 
number of years paſſed away, from the crea- 
tion to the time that Abraham entered into 
the Promiſed Land; as did from that time, 
to that when the promiſed Meſſiah, even the 
Lord of Glory, came down from heaven, to 
enſhrine himſelf in the human tabernacle. 

Lears. 
For from the creation of the world: 

to the time that Abraham entered 

into the Promiſed Land, (vide note 2021 

fo article the 2oth of the Firſt Part 

of our Chronology) was 
And from the time that Abraham firſt 

entered into the Promiſed Land, 

until the conception of the Holy > 2021 

Virgin with Shiloh the promiſed 


ſeed, was likewiſe — = 
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And from the holy conception to the 
beginning of your preſent year, is 


— — 


Total from the creation to the preſent } 8217 
year, is „ - = 1 85 


Hence it appears it was 4042 years from 
the creation to the incarnation of Chriſt; and 
not 4000, or 4004, as reckoned by ſome chro- 
nologers. On this ground it is, that we think 
we firmly ſtand, with reſpect to our Chrono- 
logy, of the preſent Age of the World. But 
if we are right, then you are wrong. For Mr. 
Levi, in the front page of his Form of Prayer, 


for the late happy reſtoration of our King's 


health; reckons that the general Thankſgiving 
Day on that joyful occaſion, being on the 23d 
of our month of April, was the 27th of your 
month Niſan, Anno Mundi 5549; and 


herein I think he agrees with your common 


ra. If fo, then the difference between your 


account and our's muſt be 282 years. But 


as the firſt article of our general account is 
taken from your bible, there can be no differ- 
ence betwixt us, in cur reckoning from the 
creation to the Babylonian captivity ; if I have 
rightly. extracted all the particular articles : 
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for which I muſt depend on your candour. 
In the next place, I think it is here clearly 


proved, that our common æra is true. As 


alſo that our account is accurate and correct, 
of the number of years that have elapſed, 
fince the total expulſion of your forefathers 
out of the Holy Land by the Romans. It 
muſt then follow, that the difterence between 
us, muſt be in your and our accounts of the 
number of years that paſted away, between 
the firſt deſtruction of the Holy City by the 
Babylonians and the ſecond by the Romans. 
This will appear plainly to you, by taking 
5109 years (the ſum of our two great periods, 
of 3456, from the creation to the Babylonian 
captivity, and of 1653, from your final expul- 
fion to the preſent year) out of 5549, that of 
your common zra. For the difterence between: 
theſe two ſums is 440 years. And which 
therefore, according to your ra, muſt be 
the time that elapſed, between the firſt and 
the laſt of our three great periods. Whereas - 


that of our's is 722 years, and therefore the 


difference between your and our account, of 
this middle period, is certainly 282 years. 
Ultimately then, to prove Which of us is 


right and which of us is wrong; we think 


there 
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there is one method, whereby to determine 
this point. That is, by computing the number 
of ſabbaths that have elapſed from the Exodus 
to the preſent time, according to our two 
different accounts. For if the number of 
weeks, according to your æra, does not an- 
fwer to the day whereon you now keep your 
fabbath, you muſt either be wrong in your 
fabbath day or in your ra. 

Now by our note at article 25, of the Firſt 
Part of our Chronology, it appears that, the 
time from the creation to the Exodus was 
2446 years. If then we take theſe 2446 years 
from 5549, that of your æra of the world, 
according to Mr. Levi, we ſhall obtain 3103, 
for the number from the Exodus to the pre- 
ſent year incluſive; and 3102 excluſive of it. 
That is to ſay, 3102 from the paſſover when 
your forefathers came out of Egypt, to that 
at the beginning of your preſent year. But 
we reckon this period to be 3385 years ; be- 
cauſe 2446 added to 3385 makes 5831, the 
true age of the world at this time, according 
to our reckoning at page 182. 

Now by comparing the 33d chapter of the 
book of Numbers with the 16th chapter of 
the book of Exodus; we learn, that the firſt 
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ſabbath after the night of the Lord's firſt 
paſſover in the Land of Egypt, was on the 
17th day of the firf month. For in the for- 


of Numbers, gives us an account of the jour- 
nies of your forefathers ; according to their 
goings out, as Moſes wrote them by the 
command of the Lord. And there he ſays, 
They departed from Rameſes in the firſt 
* month, on the 15th day of the firſt month; 
<« on the morrow after the paſſover, the Chil- 
« dren of Iſrael went out with an high hand, 
in the ſight of all the Egyptians.” After 
which, it is ſaid, they firſt pitched in Succoth, 
on their removal from Rameſes. And then 
departed from Succoth and pitched in Etham. 
From whence we learn they returned again 
to Pihahiroth and pitched before Migdol. 
And that departing from thence they paſſed 
through the midſt of the ſea, into the wil- 
derneſs of Etham, three days journey, and 
pitched in Marah. And from thence re- 
moved and came unto Elim.—Again, in the 
latter of theſe chapters it is ſaid, * they took 
their journey from Elim, and all the con- 
« gregation of the Children of Iſrael came 
* unto the Wilderneſs of Sin, which is be- 
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ce tween Elim and Sinai, on the 15th day of 
« ſecond month after their departing out of 
* the Land of Egypt.” And in the morning 
that ſucceeded this day, we are informed, the 
dew lay round about the Hoſt; and that when 
the dew was gone up, then the manna firſt 
was ſeen upon the face of the wilderneſs. On 
the 7th day after which, we are allo told, 
was the ſabbath day. This ſabbath therefore 
was on the 22d day of the 2d month. Con- 
ſequently it was on the 38th day after the 
night of the paſſover; and the fixth ſabbath 
day after that memorable night. Hence it 
appears the f ſabbath was on the third day 
of the Exodus, or the 17th day of the firſt 

month Niſan. | 
From theſe circumſtantial relations, we may 
therefore determine with precifion, the num- 
ber of ſabbaths that have elapſed fince the 
Exodus, according to your and our different 
epochas of that great and wonderful event. 
For if we multiply 31,556,937 ſeconds by 
3102, we ſhall have 97889,618,574 ſeconds; 
for the number from the vernal equinox at 
the Exodus to that in the preſent year, ac- 
cording to your reckoning. And becauſe the 
number of ſeconds is $6,400 in one day, 
there 


091 


there are 604,800 in one week. By dividing, 
therefore, 97889,618,574 by 604,800, we 
get 161,854, for the number of weeks herein, 
with a remainder of 319,374 ſeconds: equal 
to 3 days 6 hours 42 minutes and 54 ſeconds. 
It alſo appears from White's Ephemeris, that 
the vernal equinox this year, was on the 
morning of the nominal day of our week 
called Friday; and therefore on the morning 
of the day preceding the eve of your ſabbath. 
And becauſe the new moon neareſt the laſt 
equinox was at 9533 minutes, or 571, 980 ſe— 
conds after it; if we add theſe ſeconds to 
thoſe contained in 3102 years, we have the 
number 97890, 190, 554; which number di- 
vided by 2,551,443, gives 38,366, for the 
number of lunations contained herein, with a 
remainder of 1,528,416 ſeconds. According 
to this account then, the moon was 1,923,027 
ſeconds, or 11 days 20 hours 10 minutes 27 
ſeconds old at the time of the equinox, at 
the Exodus; and conſequently was at full 3 
days after it. This gives the fourth day for 
the Exodus, and therefore the ſixth day for 
the firſt ſabbath. Now it appears above, that 
there are 161,854 weeks 3 days 6 hours 42 mi- 
nutes and 54 ſeconds in 3102 years; to which 
if we add 14 hours and 7 minutes, or 50,820 


B b 2 ſeconds, 
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ſeconds, the time of the commencement of 
your firſt ſabbath after the equinox in this 
year, it makes 161,854 weeks 3 days 20 hours 
49 minutes 54 ſeconds; for the time from the 
vernal equinox at the Exodus to the beginning 
of this ſabbath. 

Hence we come to know, that either your 
account of the number of years, from the Ex- 
odus to the preſent year is wrong; or elſe that 
you do not rightly keep your ſabbath. For if 
your epocha was right, and that you have al- 
ways kept your ſabbaths regularly, ever ſince 
the Exodus; then there muſt have been an 
even number of weeks, from the fixth day after 
the exodian equinox incluſive, to the beginning 
of your firſt ſabbath after the equinox in this 
year. But this there is not, by above 3 Days; 
therefore admitting that you have regularly 
obſerved your ſabbaths, you muſt be wrong in 
your epocha. 

In order then to come at the truth, let us now 


endeavour to compute them, according to the 


account at page 35. This we muſt do by taking 
the 2446 years, the time from the creation 
to the Exodus, from 58 30, the age of the 
world, according to that account. By which 
we obtain 3384 years, for the tune from the 
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Exodus to the preſent year. And by multi- 
plying 31,556,397 ſeconds hereby, we get 
106788, 674, 808 ſeconds, for the number of 
ſeconds between the exodian and the laſt equi- 
nox. Again, by dividing this ſum by 604,800, 
the number of ſeconds in one week, we get 
176,568, for the number of weeks contained 
herein; with a remainder of 348,408 ſeconds, 
equal to 4 days 46 minutes 48 ſeconds. And 
if to the ſeconds in theſe 3384 years, we 
add 571,980, the number of ſeconds after 
the vernal equinox at the new moon in 
March this year, we have 106789,246,788, 
for thoſe from the time of this new moon to 
the exodian equinox. This ſum divided by 
2,551,443, gives 41,854, for the number of 
lunations herem, with a remainder of 1,151,466 
ſeconds; which makes the moon's age to be 
1,399,977 ſeconds, or 16 days 4 hours 52 
minutes 57 ſeconds, at the equinox iu the 
year of the Exodus; and therefore the full 
moon 1 day 10 hours 30 minutes 56 ſeconds 
before the equinox. Admitting this then to 
have been the 14th day of your month Niſan, 
the firſt ſabbath would have commenced on 
the day of the equinox. But your ſabbath 
began allo this year on the day of the equi- 
£1 NOX, 
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nox, and we have ſhewn that theſe 3384 years 
contain 176,568 weeks 4 days 46 minutes 48 
ſeconds ; conſequently this epocha is alſo not 
true, if you have rightly kept your ſabbaths, 
Now we can by no means ſuppoſe, that you 
have not rightly kept your ſabbaths, however 
erroneous your chronological accounts may 
be, that have been publiſhed ſince the birth of 
Chriſt. Hence I have been led to take a re- 
view of, and reconſider our Chronology, ſince 
the printing of it. Whereby I find there 
is an error of one year in the ſum total, as 
it ſtands in our 35th page. For it appears 
from what follows, that there has actually 
Elapſed 3385 years, from the vernal equinox 
at the Exodus to that in the preſent year. For 
ſince it is evident from your bible, that 1010 
years paſſed away, from the time of the Exodus 
to that of the Babylonian captivity in the 11th 
year of the reign of Zedekiah ; fo likewiſe it 
does in particular, from the Prophets Haggai 
and Zechariah ; that it was 70 years from the 
captivity to the 2d year of Darius, when the 
foundation of the ſecond Temple was laid, And 


as the battle of Marathon was fought, accord- 


ing to Severus Sulpitius, vide page 50, in the 
32d year of the reign of this King; it was 
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juſt 100 years from the battle of Marathon to 
the Babylonian captivity. But Plutarch 1n- 
forms us, that the battle of Marathon was 
fought in the 3d year of the 72d Greek 
Olympiad. And the crucifixion of Chriſt, we 
have plainly ſhewn, was alſo in that Julian year, 
wherein the 4th year of the 202d of the Greek 
Olympiads began, The time therefore from 
the battle of Marathon to the crucifixion of 
Chriſt was 520 years. If then we add theſe 
1010+100+520 together, we have 1630 years 
for the time from the Exodus to the cruci- 
fixion. And by adding hereto 1755, the num- 
ber that we have proved has elapſed ſince that 
period, we get 338 5, for the whole time from 
the Exodus to the preſent year. And in theſe 
3385 years I find there are 106820, 231,745 
ſeconds. To which if we add 571,980 ſe— 
conds more, for the time of the firſt new 
moon after the equinox this year; we have 
106820, 803, 725 ſeconds, for the time from 
the equinoctial new moon this year to the 

equinox at the Exodus. And herein I find 
there are contained 41,866 lunations, and 
2,091,087 ſeconds over and above theſe luna- 
tions. Hence it appears the moon's age at 
that equinox was 460,356 ſeconds, or 5 days 
7 hours 
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7 hours 52 minutes 36 ſeconds. Fherefore 
ſhe was at full 9 days 10 hours 19 minutes 
25 ſeconds 30 thirds nearly, after the equinox. 
This anſwers to our preſent 29th day of March, 
at about 47 minutes after 7 in the morning; 
admitting the new moon in our month of 
March this year, to have been exactly at 46 
minutes after 6 in the afternoon ; and that 
the length of one mean lunation is exactly 
2,551,443 ſeconds. According to which, the 
time that has elapſed, from the full moon at 
the paſſover in Egypt to the vernal equinox 
this year, is 1,236,335 days 20 hours 6 mi- 
nutes 19 ſeconds 3o thirds. And becauſe your 
ſabbath, neareſt to the equinox this year, be- 
gan at about 14 hours and 7 minutes after the 
equinox; the time that paſſed away, from the 
full moon at the Egyptian paſſover to the be- 
ginning of this ſabbath, was 1,236,336 days 
10 hours 13 minutes 19 ſeconds. Admitting 
therefore your rule 7ah to be true, or that 
your 1ſt day of Niſan begins, at 18 hours after 
the moon's conjunction with the fun; or, 
which is the ſame thing, that of the 15th 
day of Niſan, at about 18 hours after the full 
moon ; then your firſt ſabbath after the Exo- 
dus, began at 12 days 20 hours 42 minutes 
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after the equinox ; becauſe it began on the eve 
of the third day of the Exodus. And from 
the beginning of this ſabbath, to that on the 
day of the equinox this year, is 1,236,333 
days, or juſt 176,619 weeks. This therefore 
proves your account to be wrong, and our's 
to be right ; becauſe that of your's does not 
anſwer to your preſent ſabbath day ; whereas 
this of our's exactly correſponds with it. 

For this reaſon then, we-conclude it is un- 
doubtedly true, that 3385 years have certainly 
elapſed, ſince the Exodus. And this more eſpe- 
cially, becauſe your own countryman Joſephus 
agrees herewith, within two years ; when his 
account of the time, from the Exodus to the 
Babylonian captivity, is duly corrected accord- 
ing to your own bible, For in book VI. chapter 
iv. ſection 8. of the war with the Romans, after 
giving an account of their burning the Temple, 
he concludes with theſe words The ſame 
* month and day were now obſerved, as I ſaid 
before, wherein the Holy Houſe was burnt 
„formerly by the Babylonians. Now the 
number of years that paſſed from its firſt 
“foundation, which was laid by King Solomon, 
till this its deſtruction, which happened in the 
< ſecond year of Veſpaſian, are collected to be one 
AF nie, one hundred and thirty, beſides ſeven 
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* months and fifteen days.” Now from the 


accounts in your bible, as we have here ex- 
trated them, it is evident that Joſephus made 
an error in his collection. And it is no wonder 
that he did ſo, ſeeing the difficulty there was, 
in finding out from the bible, the exact time of 
the beginning of the rezgn of Saul. This ap- 
pears from our note, at article 49 of our ex- 
tract, in the Firſt Part of our Chronology. 
And becauſe it there appears that Saul reigned 
17 years, and at article 5o that David reigned 
40, and at article 51 that from the death of 
David to the laying of the foundation of the 
Temple by Solomon, was 3 years; it there- 
fore follows, that it was 60 years, from the 
beginning of the reign of Saul to the laying of 
the foundation of the Temple. And theſe 60 
added to the foregoing 1130 of Joſephus, 
makes 1190 for the number of years, from 
the beginning of the reign of Saul to the 
deſtruction of the Temple by Titus: accord- 
ing to this account. Now it appears from our 
note at article 70, page 27, that from the 
laying of the foundation of the Temple to the 
11th year of Zedekiah, was 430 years; and 
from the firſt year of the reign of Saul 490 
years. But Joſephus, in book XVIII. chapter 
iv. ſection 8. of the N ſays, Before 
n : „their 
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< their captivity, and the diſſolution of their 
<« polity, they at firſt had kingly government, 
from Saul and David, for five hundred and 
&« thirty-two years fix months and ten days.” 
Here then it is evident he makes an error in 
his collection, of forty-two years, For if we 
take 490 from 532, there remains 42 for the 
difference. If therefore we deduct this error 
of 42 years, from the foregoing ſum of 1190, 
there remains 1148 years; for the time, from 
the beginning of the reign of Saul, to the de- 
ſtruction of the Temple by the Romans; ac- 
cording to this author, And if hereto we add 
520 years, the time, according to your bible, 
from the Exodus to the firſt year of the reign 
of King Saul; and 1719 years more, for the 
time from the deſtruction of the Temple by 
the Romans to the preſent year, it makes in 
the whole, 3387 years; which is but 2 vears 
more than the above account of our's of 338 5 
years. And ſo near does Joſephus agree with 
us, when his accounts are duly corrected by 
your bible. But the number of weeks in theſe 
3387 years, reckoned from the firſt ſabbath 
after the Exodus, does not anſwer to your 
preſent ſabbath at the equinox. He therefore 
muſt have made another ſmall error of two 
years. On the whole therefore we conclude, 
| Cc2 that 
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that our æra from that epocha is certainly 
right; and conſequently alſo that of our pre- 


ſent age of the world. And if ſo, then that 


of Mr. Levi muſt be wrong; as alſo that of 
your common æra; and the difference between 
us 282 years. The reſult of the whole then is, 
that if the 2 300 days, at the end of which your 
reſtoration is to take place, did certainly begin, 
when the Perſian ram began to puſh we/lwward 
and northward and ſouthward; then by your æra 
there muſt be about 300 years to come, ere your 
reſtoration can take place. O! this would be 
woful tidings indeed for you. But lift up your 
heads, O ye ſeed of the Houſe of Jacob! Be nat 
dejected and caſt down at this, O Judah! For we 
bring you not woful, but joyful tidings. For 


we declare, that you have reaſon to hope, from 


the worD of Gop; that in ONE DAY's time, 
your graves will begin to be opened, and your 
ſcattered bones begin to come together, bone 
to his bone, And then ye will live and know 
the Lord, © For thus ſaith the Lord God, 
*« Behold O my people, I will open your 
„ graves, and cauſe you to come up out af 
„your graves, and bring you into the Land 
« of Iſrael. And ye ſhall know that I am the 
„Lord, when I have opened your graves, O 
my people, and brought you yp out of your 
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6 graves, and ſhall put my ſpirit in you; and 
6 ye ſhall live, and I ſhall place you in your 
« own land; then ſhall ye know that I the 
Lord have ſpoken it, and performed it, ſaith 
„ the Lord.” 

Conſider this then, we beſeech you, Brethren. 
Should not a people ſeek unto their God, to 
the law, and to the teſtimony ?—And that you 
may do this to the utmoſt advantage, we ſhall 
here endeavour to reduce, to a few points of 
view, the whole ſubſtance of this work. This 
we ſhall do, by obſerving in the firſt place, that 
we have here endeavoured to anſwer Mr. Levi's 
Challenge; by clearly ſnewing, that the whole 
of the Prophecy, concerning which he has 
thrown down his gauntlet, was fully accom- 
pliſhed, previous to your expulſion out of the 
Holy Land. And that the part relative to the 
Meſſiah, was accompliſhed in Jeſus of Nazareth. 
We have alſo, we truſt, clearly proved, that your 
æra is wrong, of the epoch of the Exodus; and 
conſequently alſo of the age of the world. As 
alſo that that of our's of 3385 years, is right; 
for the epoch of the Exodus, according to your 
preſent ſabbath. From whence we have ſhewn 
that your reftoration could not poſſibly take 
place for a long time to come, even beyond all 
the bounds of probability, according to your 


OW 
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own æra; but that according to our's it cannot 
poſſibly exceed 25 or 3o years: and that you 


have reaſon to expect it in a {till ſhorter period. 


We have alſo evidently demonſtrated, hiſtori- 
cally and aſtronomically, that our common æra 
is true; but that the time of the celebration of 
our feſtivals are not right; neither can they 
ever be ſo, until they are fixed to the exact 
time, when the events happened, according to 
the equinox. 

Theſe are the chief ends that we have 
aimed to accompliſh in this work. How far 
we have ſucceeded in our endeavours, we hope 
you and an impartial public will determine 
with candour. And as the latter days are now 
drawing nigh, we truſt you will not fail to 
give it the moſt mature and deliberate con- 
ſideration; as you tender the future favour of 
the great Almighty JEnovan. 

We know indeed that it is true, that for a 


long time paſt . the Lord hath poured out 


« upon you the ſpirit of deep ſleep, and hath 
* cloſed your eyes.” And for a long time 
paſt © the viſion of all (the Prophets) is become 
« unto you as the words of a book that 1s 
&« ſealed, which men deliver to one that is 
learned, ſaying read this I pray thee; and 
« he faith I cannot, for it is ſealed.” Yet the 

Lord 
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Lord faith, “ Ye ſhall confider theſe things in 
e the latter days.” And Mr. Levi is certainly 
miſtaken, when he ſays, that the time of the 
accompliſhment of the glorious promiſes, that 
the Holy Spirit foretold by Moſes and the 
Prophets, are entirely ſecret from all eyes. For 
although Moſes ſays, „the ſecret things belong 
« unto the Lord our God;” yet he alſo ſays 
&« thoſe that are revealed, belong unto us and 
“ to our poſterity forever, that we may obſerve 
% and do all the words of his law.” It therefore 
behoves both you and us, attentively to con- 


ſider, all the Revelations of God by his Holy 


Spirit; eſpecially thoſe concerning the time of 
your reſtoration, and the eſtabliſhment of the 
Meſſiah's kingdom. And ſurely Mr. Levi muſt 
think ſo likewiſe; ſeeing he ſays, the prophecies 


have been your conſolation in this long and 


dreadful captivity. 


Turn ye then to the ſtrong hold (to the 
Lord your God) ye priſoners of Hope! Turn 
ye to the crucified Jeſus, for he is the Prince 
of the Houſe of David, under whom you will 


enjoy your future glory. He 1s the ſtone that 
{miteth the image, and his church 1s the great 


mountain, that ſhall fill the whole earth. And 


the Lord alone will be exalted in that day. 


The idols alſo he will utterly aboliſh, when 


the 
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the Lord ſhall have wafhed away the filth of 


the daughters of Zion, and ſhall have purged 


the blood of Jeruſalem from the midſt thereof. 
Therefore, thus ſaith the Lord God, Now 
will I bring again the captivity of Jacob, and 
have mercy upon the whole Houſe of Iſrael, 
4 and will be jealous for my Holy Name. After 
e that they have borne all their ſhame, and 
e all their treſpaſſes, whereby they treſpaſſed 
„ againſt me; when they dwelt ſafely in their 
« own land, and none made them afraid. For 
te the day of vengeance is in mine heart, and 
ce the year of my redeemed is come. But ye, O 
* mountains of Iſrael, ye ſhall ſhoot forth your 
e branches, and yield your fruit to my people 
of Iſrael, for they are at hand to come.” 
Be ye not diſmayed then, O Houſe of Jacob; 
notwithſtanding the ſhepherds of Iſrael have 


not ſtrengthened the diſeaſed; neither have 


healed that which was ſick; neither have 
bound up that which was broken; neither 
have brought again that which was driven 
away; neither have ſought that which was 
loſt; but with force and with cruelty have 


ruled them. * For thus faith the Loxp Gop, - 


<< Behold I, even I, will both ſearch my ſheep, 
and ſeek them out. As a ſhepherd ſceketh 
out his flock in the day that he is among 

„ 5 f « his 


15 
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= his ſheep that are ſcattered, ſo will I ſeelc 


out my ſheep, aud will deliver them out of 
all places where they have been ſcattered in 
« the dark and cloudy day.” For yet a very 
little while and the indignation ſhall ceaſe. 
For the Lord of Hoſts hath purpoſed, and 
who ſhall diſannul it? And his hand is 
ſtretched out; and who ſhall turn it back ?— 
The Lord alſo ſhall fave the tents of Judah 
(the Chriſtian church) firſt, that the glory of 
the Houſe of David, and the glory of the 
inhabitants of Jeruſalem, do not magnify 
themſelves againſt Judah. 

But as for thou, O Mount Seir! O Gog ! the 
chief Prince of Meſhech and Tubal, „Thus 
&« faith the Lox D Gop, Behold O Mount Seir, 
„] am againſt thee, and I will ſtretch out mine 
hand againſt thee, and I will make thee moſt 
& deſolate. I will lay thy cities waſte, and 
thou ſhalt be deſolate ; and thou ſhalt know 
that I am the Lord. Becauſe thou haſt had 
a perpetual hatred, and haſt ſhed the blood 
of the Children of Iſrael, by the force of the 
„ ſword, in the time of their calamity ; in the 
* time before their iniquity had an end. There- 
„ fore as I live, ſaith the Lord God, I will 


prepare thee unto blood, and blood ſhall 


e purſue thee ; ſith thou haſt not hated blood, 
| D d | 66 even 
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e even blood ſhall purſue thee. Thus will F. 
% make Mount Seir moſt deſolate, and cut off 
from it him that paſſeth out, and him that 
& returneth : and I will fill his mountains 
ce with his ſlain men. In thy hills and in thy 
&« yallies, and in all thy rivers, ſhall they fall 
&« that are ſlain with the ſword. I will make 
e thee perpetual deſolations, and thy cities 
* ſhall not return; and ye ſhall know that Iam 
*« the Lord. Becauſe thou haſt ſaid hee #wwo 
* nations and theſe two countries ſhall be mine 
and we will poſſeſs it, whereas the Lord was 
& there. Therefore as I live, ſaith the Lord 
„God, I will even do according to thine 
„anger, and according to thine envy, which 
thou haſt uſed out of thy hatred againſt 
„them, and T will make myſelf known 
4 amongſt thera, when I have judged thee. 
& And thou ſhalt know that I am the Lord, and 
<< that I have heard all thy blaſphemies which 
thou haſt ſpoken againſt the mountains of 
* T/rael*, Thus with your mouth ye have 
e boaſted againſt me, and have multiplied 
“ your words againſt me: I have heard them. 
„ Thus ſaith the Lord God, when the whole 
« earth rejoiceth, I will make thee deſolate. 


* Vide the Declarations of the new Sultan Selim, and the 
Grand Mufti. 
ee As 
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« As thou didſt rejoice at the inheritance of the 
« Houſe of Iſrael, becauſe it was deſolate ; ſo 
4 will I do unto thee. Thou ſhalt be deſolate, 
« O Mount Seir, and all Idumea; O Gog 
« the Land of Magog, the chief Prince. of 
% Meſhech and Tubal.“ Thus ſaith the Lord, 
« My ſword ſhall be bathed in heaven; behold 
& it ſhall come down upon Idumea, and upon 
<« the people, of my curſe to judgment. For 
e the Lord hath a ſacrifice in Bozrah, and a 
great ſlaughter in the Land of Idumea. For 
« it is the day of the Lord's vengeance, and 
the year of recompences for the controverſy 
« of Zion. And the ſtreams thereof ſhall be 
« turned into pitch, and the duſt thereof into 
« brimſtone, and the land thereof ſhall become 
% burning pitch. It ſhall not be quenched 
night nor day; the ſmoke thereof ſhall go 
« up forever; from generation to generation. 
It ſhall lie waſte ; none ſhall paſs through it 
forever and ever.” Such is the indignation 
of the Lord God, againſt thine enemies O 
Lord. Such the day of vengeance which our 


eyes hath never yet ſeen, neither have our ears 


heard it. But we know that it is now nigh at 


hand, even at the very doors. © Yet fear not 


thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Iſrael; 
D d 2 | „will 
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« ] will help thee faith the Lord, and thy 
% Redeemer the Holy One of Iſrael. 

« Fear thou not, for I am with thee ; be 
not diſmayed, for I am thy God; I will 
&« ſtrengthen thee : 1 will pour my ſpirit upon 
* thy ſeed, and my bleſſing upon thine off- 
„ ſpring. I am the firſt and I am the laſt, 
« and beſides me there is no God.” We can- 
not therefore but proclaim to you the accept- 
table year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance 
of our God; that we may comfort all that 
mourn. Hearken then and give ear, O ye 
Houſe of Jacob! and O ye ſeed of the Houle 
of Iſrael. Behold the Lord proclaimeth unto 
the end of the world thy ſalvation cometh. 
And thou Jeruſalem, O daughter of Zion, 
ſhalt be called a city ſought out, a city not 
forſaken. 

Wiſhing you therefore good luck, in the 
name of the Lord ; we exhort you, Brethren, 
not to be timid or faint-hearted, when the day 
of trial cometh ; but that you will firmly rely 
on the tender mercies of the Lord God. For 
you have great reaſon to hope, from the word of 
the Lord, that he will then raiſe you up many 
friends. And thoſe particularly in England, 
and awo other nations. For thus much de- 

clareth 
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clareth the Holy Spirit, by the Prophet Ezekiel. 
For by him, „Thus faith the Loxp Gon, 
« it ſhall come to paſs that at the ſame time 
$ ſhall things come into thy mind, (O Gog) 
and thou ſhalt think an evil thought; and 


thou ſhalt ſay I will go up to the land of 


„ unwalled villages; I will go to them that 
* are at reſt, that dwell ſafely ; all of them 
« dwelling without walls, and having neither 
bars nor gates; to take a ſpoil and take a 
& prey; to turn thine hand upon the deſolate 
e places, that are now inhabited, and upon the 


people that are gathered out of the nations, 


« which have gotten cattle and goods, that 
„ dwell in the midſt of the land.” In anſwer 
to which the Holy Spirit declares © Sheba and 
„ Dedan, and the merchants of Tarſbiſb, with 
« all the young lions thereof *, ſhall ſay unto 
e thee—Art thou come to take a ſpoil ? Haft 
*« thou gathered thy company to take a prey? 
„To carry away ſilver and gold, to take away 
c cattle and goods, to take a great ſpoil ?” 
A language ſo farcaſtical and fo ironical, that 
it plainly indicates, they will not ſuffer your 
great enemy to come againſt you unoppoſed, 
And that they will be as ready to defend you 


* Vide page 132, 
after 
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after your reſtoration, as they will be deſirous to 
be inſtrumental, in the accompliſhment of that 
great work. But what is more than all, God 
Almighty himſelf in that great day, will be 
your avenger; if you will but hearken unto 
him and obey his voice. For thus ſaith the 
Lord, Shall I bring to the birth, and not 
& cauſe to bring forth? Shall I cauſe to bring 
& forth, and ſhut the womb ?” faith thy God. 
—0 no! If thou wilt but hearken, O Houſe 
of Jacob, unto the Lord thy God, and wilt but 
obey his voice, then it ſhall go well with thee. 
Thou ſhalt no more be termed forſaken, neither 
ſhall thy land any more be termed deſolate. 
Thou ſhalt alſo be a crown of glory in the 
hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the 
hand of thy God: for the mouth of the Lord 
hath ſpoken it. That ye may therefore be ever 
obedient unto him, hearken unto his voice, and 
receive his bleſſing; is the ardent prayer of 
him, who is, in the Lord, your affectionate 


brother, 
And humble fervant, 


RICHARD BEERE, 


London, 2d of Aug. A. D. 1789, or 
ioth Day of Ab. 4. M. 5832, 


To Ms DAVID LEY 


SIX, 


Have ſeveral times taken the liberty of 
mentioning your name, in the foregoing 
epiſtle; and have therein given an Explanation 
of Daniel's famous Prophecy, very different 
from that of your's, in your Letters to Dr. 
Prieſtly. I therefore think it but proper now, 
to addreſs a few lines to you; to aſſigu the true 
reaſon, why I did not prefix your name at the 
head of it. Which is, that the ſubjects of it, 
appear to me to be a matter of ſuch magni- 
tude; as not only to be deſerving of your moſt 
ſerious conſideration, but likewiſe that of all 
the Elders of your nation. As alſo of all other 
perſons, who look for falvation through the 
Meſſiah. And eſpecially of thoſe who are firmly 
perſuaded, of the due accompliſhment of thoſe 
predictions; which abſolutely declare, that Shi- 
loh ſhall certainly ſit on the throne of his father 
David: and thenceforth reign over all his people 
- Urael for ever and ever. You will therefore L 
Hope 
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hope reſt fully aſſured, that it is not out of 
any diſreſpect, or want of good-will towards 
you; nor from any mean opinion of your 
ability and integrity, that I have not done it. 
And as you avow yourſelf to be a Lover and 
Friend of Truth, and willing to affiſt others 
in the purſuit of it; I truſt you will ufe your 
utmoſt endeavours, to propagate and diſſemi- 
nate that which is contained in this work. 
And that it may eventually be of the greateſt 
benefit and advantage to you and to your 
nation, is the ſincere prayer of 


811 
Your humble ſervant, 


RICHARD BEERE, 


London, 2d of Aug, A. D. 1789, or 
10th Day of Ab. 4. M. 5832. 
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EING deſirous of rendering this Epiſtle 

as free as poſſible from any capital errors. 
And conſidering more eſpecially, that many 
of my readers, may very probably have neither 
leiſure nor inclination, ſufficient to induce 
them to examine into the correctneſs of the 
numbers. And that of courſe they muſt 
depend on my care and attention for their 
truth and accuracy. I have thought it but 
proper, to take a ſurvey of the whole work, 
ſince the printing of it has been completed; 
in order to diſcover if there were any miſtakes, 
either in the printing or in the calculations. 
Such errors therefore as have occurred to me 
on this examination, I have here enumerated 


by way of Errata. 


At note to Article 26, page 15, for 2286 read 2446. 

At page 24, note to Article 59, for 21ſt read 22d. : 

At page 26, note to Article 68, for Helkiah read Hilkiah. 

At page 47, line 24, read third Chapter for firſt Chapter ; and 
line 25, for 281 read 271. 

At page 48, line 13, for 281 read 271; and line 18, for 650 
read 640. | 

At page 58, line 20, for 143d read 140; and line 22, for 
633d read 630. | 
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At page 59, line 3, for 633d read 6zoth, 

At page 62, line 25, read 32 minutes for 33 minutes. 

At page 64, for 2170 read 21,706, 

At page 78, line 22 and 23, for as it did, read as did, 

At page 80, line 5, for nor did not, read neither did they. 


At page 85, line 6, for given by he, read given unto him by he; 
and line 7, for he, read John. 


At page 99, line 7, for 25th read 28th. 

Art page 98, line 20, for 25th read 28th, 

At page 99, line 3, for 25th read 28th; and lipe 8, for gth 

read 10th, according to Joſephus. | 

At page rot, line 13, for 24 read 26. | 

At page 103, line 9, for 24th read 27th. 

At page 175, line I, for new moon in the ſame month, read 
new moon at the ſame time in the ſame month. 

At Page 204, line 12, for O ye, read O thou. 


The reaſon of the above alterations at pages 
90, 98, and 99, for reading 28th for 25th, is 


this : that as Chriſt was 3o years of age, in 


the 15th year of Tiberius, and that Auguſtus 
died in the 4.3d year of his reign, Chriſt was 
nearly fixteen when Auguſtus died; and there- 
fore muſt have been born in the 28th year of 
his reign, as reckoned from the actiac victory, 
and not in the 2 th, as affirmed by ſome 

writers. 
Again, at page 92, line 25, it is ſaid “ and 
J think Sir Iſaac Newton % but ſince writing 
theſe words, I have ſeen Sir Iſaac? s Obſerva- 
tions, and Hnd that he agrees with me, that 
3H * the 
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the equinoctial full moon in the 34th year of 
our æra, did fall on the day of the equinox, 


But from a ſuppoſition, (for which there ap- 


pears to be no foundation) that the month 
Niſan was poſtponed that year, he makes the 
14th day thereof, to have been on the 23d 
of April; a whole month after the equinox : 
(vide Obſervations, chap. xi. page 163) this 
totally deſtroys the grand rule, of the paſſover 
being kept on the full moon neareſt the equi- 
nox. Admitting therefore that this ſuppoſition 
of Sir Iſaac's was a miſtaken notion, as I think 
it certainly was; then his computation agrees 
with mine, with regard to the paſſover's hap- 
pening that year on the very day of the 
equinox. 

In addition to theſe Errata, and theſe Ob- 
ſervations, I muſt here beg the reader's candid 
indulgence, for a few inaccuracies in the lan- 
guage; that have ariſen from a cloſer attention 


to the calculations and computations, as being 


a more material part of the work, than to the 


ſtyle. Any thing farther I think need not at pre- 


ſent be added in augmentation of what hath here 
been written ; Otherwiſe than Juſt to obſerve. 
that ith regard to the battle - of Marathon 


. . | 'D 
we can fix the time of it, even to the very day 


n fron 


a : . n * 
* E =>” = * =s 
* . . 


from the accuracy of the hiſtorians of thoſe 
days, concerning that battle. For as Plutarch 
informs us that the battle was fought on the 
6th day of the month Boedromion, the third 
month in the Attic Kalendar after the Summer 
Solſtice, in the 3d year of the 72d Olympiad ; 
ſo we learn from Herodotus, that it was on 

the 2d day after the full moon. For he in- 
forms us, that after the full moon, 2000 
« =Lacedæmonians arrived in Athens, with ſo 
great a deſire of finding the enemy, that 
* they had ſpent but three days in their march 
from Sparta to Attica, but came too late to 


« be preſent at the battle ;? which, it is ſaid, 


happened the preceding day, and therefore on 
the 2d day after the moon was at full. Theſe 
facts then are ſufficient data, for computing 
the exact day of the battle, according to our 
Kalendar at this time; and by my calculations 
from theſe data, I find it to have been on the 
2d day of September. | 
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